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"The Preface |} 
Kingdoms, People and Cities, are © 


ſent by the Tudgment - and Provi- 
dence of God the avenger of wick: 


edneſs; a Pe ore they hap Hit 
they are Ha ed got Retr: 
Pious an oe Men, for the glo- 


ry of nd Ch Tuſtice,, and the a. 
mendment of t if lives of ſinful Men; 
as'-it it writtens Amos 3.-, Can | 
oo walk ag, except they 
be agreed? Will-g ; 
the Forreſt when \nsy 
will a young Lion cry. out 
Den, if he: haye Fu: not 
Cana Bird fall in af on. the, 
Earth, where no. "3 PAL 
Shall one take up a: Rare. rom, 
the 'Earth, and have taken. ne- 


thing at all ?. Shall a Tracy tbe. 
'blown inthe, WY, 20s % 
ple not be afftai w £ bebe 


evil in a City, ad: eLord hath 
not done it? Surel y the Lord: 00d, 
wi 


to-the Reader. 
will donothing, but he revealeth 
his ſecret unto his' ſervants the 
Prophets. - Now' for 'what cauſes 


ſuch-Commotions are raiſed *both in 


publick” ard” private 'affairs, the 


ſame Prophet does 'dechare-: pabiſh 


inthe Palaces at Afdod; and in 
thePalaces in the Land of Egypr, 


| andſay} aſſemble your ſelves up- 


onthe Mountains of Samaria : 
and behold the great tumults in 
the'mid(t rhereof, for they know 
not todo right, ſaith the Lord, 
wha ſtore\up Violenceand Rob- 
bery in their Palaces. Therefore 
thus faith the Lord, an' adverſa- 
ry there ſhall be even round 'a- 
bout .the T.andz and he ſhall 
bring down thy ſtrength- from 
thee, and thy ' Palaces ſhall be 
ſpoiled. | 
. To me, truly, the viſible cauſe 0» 
the divine: Judgment againſt us 
$1 104020 appears 


appears.to bk our ! public mw COMer 
mon [ins > ablg.T ſee the greateſt - 
part of. Chriſtians. ret pop wo 
Se&s,. not \ewdy. ſeduced. 
way by. many errors, but. alſo: pron | 
and puffed np in them; and others * 
who live in the Communion of the 
Church, and profeſs the true; Do- 
trine, meglefting | the, dutits ' of 
the ſame, and almoſt wholly: per: 
verting it: and ſo, whilft-I a 
pon the depraved minds of  jome,' 
and the corrapt and diſſalyte Jive | 
4 otherr,and the Dif Diſſentions, Jos 
ppoſtions, Enmities dud: perver. 

pi» of both, I dften think wh _ 

my ſelf upon this, The Lord 
looked 246 from Heaven, upori 
the Children of Meng: to fee if } 
there were. any. that: did: undets 
ſtand «apy God. Thicy are! 
allgone afide, they ave altogether 
became filthy; chere is nage that. 
dath good,no pot.one. Tho 


mL DR 5 i ff of find *hi_os. ie *L 


"make me affirm 
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tothe Reader 
Tho 1 meither be « Prophn, 'Woy 
the Son: Abs dons et 1 dare be 
Sor 1797 tray ors hang. = 
ads, ano they bo 2 

i mt RG # me, to 
#his; that I ſte 
Yhoſe crimes in the Earth, which 
Gerd Almighty by —_ Oratles 
"has threatwed not to tet £0 tntpnie- 
| For if the Liok roar, who 
will #ot be afraid? 5f the "Lord 


bath __ who _ not + 


e 

bf ture pjreruger 4 Joes" 
caniſes, from which,"'God 

Aloig , Calling Heaver and: Berth q 

ws rh faire en 

Ives wi 
» the" canſfs which \T obſerve; 
rlnk ve coke tall Men wah 
32. ow corMunaicy and 
Teeny rei + 
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_ conrſes; and a tind of contending 
with Gd that puniſhes ws 5 which. 
Ifaiah takes notice of in. 
tbe Jews. Iſai. 1... Why ſhould ye : 


be: en any More? .ye will re- 


the I 


a pu ee more: The whole 
head is'fick, and the whole heart 


faint: | Fram the ſole of the foot 


S 4 the head, there is. no | 


nels.in it; but wounds; and 


'bruiſes;and putrifying ſores : they | 
have +not been cloſed, neither 


baund up, neither mollified with 
| Ointment. (Fs 

And, would. to God: 1 that. ine 
this toſſing - and agitation" of the 
World there were no other beſs but 
of the wealth, dignities, Large 
Faw of the age, which. tho 


[y be born with, nay aud perhaps 
to be wiſhed, ſeeing ſwcb. heavy 
loags,qnd burdens are many times 
hinder- 


be bighly valued, yet-it might 


FS. 3 


AO, yr A 
1 binaerance to the proſperity of our 
1 courſe : but, which is moſt ſad and 
grievons, when the danger of t be 
| loſe of, one poor ſoul ought, in right, 
to be prevented by the throwing 0+ 
| ver-hoard of all the goods and Car- 
| go of the Ship 5 yet 3n ſuch doleful 
| Shiprwrecks,, impumerable xunker 
Ki le are obſerved tg peri OO 
e ſwallowed up in the deep; which 
| 7: the greateſt of all humane miſe- 
| ries. Now ſeeing it is the duty and 
T offee of the Maſters. and Pilots, to: 
| Bir themtocs for the ſafety of 
| the begten Veſſel ;, and that 1 obſerve: 
| many of thoſe who are concerned, 
diligerily labouring for that> pur- 
poſe 3, 1ho I want both authority and. 
#kill to atk. amongſt thoſe who rule 
the Ships get.as being of the nnm- 
ber of thoſe, who in common dan- 
ger, ought not to be idle ſpetators 
but buſte it lending a. haud, or at 
a" ——_ 
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= «if — _ fervent rad 
ef Fm ry, ccdrlfuny 1 td 

mh 2s and Þw row iow} Dat" 
fland "In, "inthe Chuvel' OM, 
dt bony: be Fen Me. 
e whit Proper 

fr remndi of the the Whereg 
ak Kea Ed >” obviow"t6- 
5 "oſpertalh  Gnce' we \bez 4 
wr re rear ne | 
Ing of thoſe, who 'when they art 
to underſtand gets | 
greater matters, are 108, 


Hy tights a4 4 
Us pre what, wn Wy by of to » 
krownof all Men in gen 
which if they be 77 pkerat of y | 
ran wever attain tv ſalon, 2207 
to 'the knowledye of thoſe 'Þ; 
which are mers. x wort. noble an 
Jublime truths. Nor do-we fear tha 
theſe our endeavonrs will ſeen u 


ſeeſonable or Juperſinons to thok 
great 


abt repay ace 
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AY tothe Reader. 

M0] and 1kdlfol ine the art of inſiratting 
x} end teaching the way —_— 
VI arerather \that the conſe 


Me. onde _ 
& great. arms, the chie 

"a gdlvice from. the. Paſſengers, when 
Wl they ere pledſed to: beat 'thews.: Tot 
how 'mrch then; me have learned 
fromthe'Doftrine end Word of God, 
for the obtaining of God the ſalua- 
- dionof our ſouls in the next World, 
end publick Peace and Tranquillity 
' iukthbis, we concerve two t are 
to\be: done, the one 34, that we pews 
ſevere itz the pare and holy” Faith 
of the Catholick, Church and the 
other #hat we endeavour the amends 


ment 
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The Preface 
ment. of our lives and manners, ats 
cording to the Rules and Precepty 
of our Lord and Maſter, conſta 
ly praying againſt . ſin- that endane 
gers our fouls, and''for eternal 
which is their Fn ant bliſs: 
If theſe things be purely, religionſ® 
ly and holily ſet. about, they will 
procurt us.'the grace ant: merey's 
God: through Jeſus Chriſt's as vhel 
Holy Ghoſt by the month of hig] 
Prophet does fare w + Pal. 107.) be 
Oh gre Men would praiſe the' br] 
Lord. for his goodneſs,” and for | Pa 
his wonderful works tothe Chil} PF 
dren of Men. They that go down | ® 
to the Sea in Ships, that do- bu-/ th 
fineſs.in great waters: Theſe ſee] © 
the works of the Lord, and his} ** 
wonders. in the deep. For he | © 
commandeth-and raiſeth the ſtor- d« 
my. Wind, which-- lifreth up» the 
waves thereof. They mount up 


4” 


|  -o the Reader.. 
-| ta the Heaven, they.go, down a- 
eprel gain.to the depths, their ſoul is 
+4 melted beciuſe of crouble,. They 
+1 reel to and fro, and ſtagger. like 
£4 a drunken Man, and are at their 
34 wits end. Then they cry unto 
4 the Lord in their trouble, and 
34 he bringeth them out of their 
4 diſtreſſes. He maketh the Storm 
a4 a Calm, ſo that the waves thereof 
;}4 are ſtill, Then are they glad 
4 beeauſe they be quietz ſo he 
4 bringeth them unto their deſired 
ox 4 haven. Oh that Men would 
1 praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, 
4 ardifofhis wonderful works to 
an. 4 the Chilren of Men. Let them 
ze] cxalthim alfo in the Congregati- 
iis 4 22 of the People , and praiſe 
mT by inthe Aſſembly of the El- 
1 ders. | 
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"JHE ſcope and defign 
of all Philoſophers, 
| . who have treated of 
> the Nature and Aﬀ- 
74 ons of 'Man, and have given pre- 
3 ceptsand ries for the condut 

4 of humane life, ſcems to have 
| beet! to find'out and demonſtrate 
42 ſupreme” Perfeftion, 'to which 
B- when 


2 - 


| 2 The Pra@ical Rule Part. Y © 


when Man had once attained, he 


had no further deſires to diſturb 
* him, but reſted content 1n an 
entire and peaceable. enjoyment 


_ of the chict and moſt * 
Hunane FU" Gefirable good: And : 


ne. this they called a ſtate 


of Happineſs or Bliſs. Conſtant 


and; daily experience" 


The commox. made it maniteſt, that 
condition of 


life the way of living, - 
which- moſt part of 


Mankind followed, being obnox. 


30us tg care and anxiety, labour "{ 


and pain, trouble and. perturba- 
tion of thoughts, came far ſhort 


of that perfectionof humane Na- 
ture, . that” reſt and tranquillity | 
of mind. that Mankind aſpired/ 
to: And that the various ſtates - 
+ and conditions of Men, made no : 
4 difference in the _ caſes. ſeeing. 
1: Kibgs, Princes, Magiſtrates, and - 
I! . CcOm- 
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| common People, - the Rich and 


the Poor, the Whole and' the 
Sick, /all-were diflatisfied and un- 
eaſie :1n/ their own condition. 
Wherefore: many have.made 1t 
their buſineſs to ſearch out and 
diſcover ſeveral: means, how they 
might attain to that chief good, 
which might produce a ſolid and 
univerſal repoſe in the minds of 
all Men. But-the different biaſs 
of paſſions and inclination ſo-di- 
vided and diſtracted the thoughts 
of 'the ,-undertakers,- that they 
were wide of the Mark, and er- 
red-in the way. of finding true 
happineſs: for ſome placed chief 
good, 1n:the delights and pleaſures 
of the Body others in the affiu- 
ence of Riches; others again in 
indolence or exemption from grief 


and pain; and ſome-in a freedom - 


from all Paſſions and AﬀeStions -: 
| B 2 Every 


FF. The Probiicelake . Part! 


Every - one in their ſeveral Stu- 
dies.2ad; Actions, purſued the 
| <ndithey had propoſed to thems- 
ſelves, and: lard: down: Maxims: 
and Rules forrothers: to'do the 


 likey. whom- by: large» promiſes / 
and-exhortationgy they invited to: 


tha: fame: courſe :of:1:6e... 


| who! 
lights, 


net:only. in the at andenjoy- 
moms of: delights and pleaſures 


- buvalſ@in the:manner of avezin--- 
yu "Ps Er. the natuve-/ 
z | 


Man- inferiour and 'more-un=-- 
happy'thanthat of Beaſts; 


But the: opinton of thoſe-who- 


_ made the perfeQion of life chiefly- 
of-- the- 


| toconſiſtinthe foundneſs 


However the Qpiniomoftthoſe» 
placed the: chief- end 1and! 


nd ſenſual: fuſts; - } 
inthe: judgment of the- wifey, / 
hatixbeen totally: exploded; As+ 


mind, | 
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mind, and in virtue; tho inge- 
neral it was approved; yet the 
determination of the things that 
did conſtitute, and the method: 

preſcribed for arriving at that fe- | 
licity,were found liable to 10 ma- 
ny errots, and difficulties , that 
being meaſured by, and compa- _ 
red with the ſtandard'of true hap- : 
pineſs, they were at length con- 
demned and rejeted as ineffe- 
tual. For ſome being 1gnorant | 
of the true Original of the Souls - 
of Men,-and not acknowledging 
God for the author of then ;- 
they fancied to themlelves acer- 
tain perfeCtion of Virtue,. which 
they. were ſo far from attaining: : 
to, that neither they, nor-their' | 
Diſciples could ever reach within - 
the view thereof. Some again,tho 
they knewGod to be the Supreme 
and true. Author - of | Humane 
b.-3.- Nature, 


Nature, yet they owned him not 
to be the chief end and happineſs 
of Man; and tho, indeed, they 
might acknowledge ' that, yet 


without the revealed will of God} 


_ himſelf, they could not-rightly 


underſtand how they ought .to] - 


ſeek, and' by what -means come 


to the enjoyment of him; nay}. 


and that alfo being known, they 
eould not withour the affiſtance 
of divine Grace, ſet about the per- 
formance of the duties required 


therein. God was, therefore, in 


the firſt place, to be known and 
* applied to by Faith, and that tu- 

- preme- Mafter to be conſulted, 
- who might ſhew and declare him- 
' felf and his Do@rine unto them, 


by thoſe ſecret and divine ways 
" whereby he can, and is wont- 


"to do it: for without Faith it is 
" 3xypoſſible to pleaſe God.” - Butthe 


| quite: 


6 The Pra#ical Rule Part 


Þ TIS WT. ———_ ada a—— 


by thoſe, wha attributed fo much 


to the induſtry and* ſharpneſs* of 


humane underſtanding that they 
thought that there was nothing 
to be ſought from God, judging 


it unſeeming a quaint and ac- - 


curate Philoſopher, . to have re- 
courſe to the will of God, as be- 
mg the at rather of a (Jothful 


Soul,than of a'prying and inqut- - 
fitive Mind, that ſearched into - 
the nature of things. That Man 
might and ought of himfelf-find 
out the excellent nature of Vir 
tue, carefully and” induftriouſly 
purfue after, and labourto obtain : 
tt, and having .obtained it, *pre- +; 
ferve and improve . the ſame: 


which -tho - they promiſed to 


themſclves, and endeavoured'to ; 


accompliſh 5 yet ſeeing they were 


neither rooted+in Faith, nor: had : 
6) B 4 begged 


> uf Chriſtian Piety. 7 
quite contrary courſe was taken 


all hopes of attaini 
ength degenerated into the baſeſt 


and moſt corrupt kind of life. 
This the Holy Ghoſt takes no-: 
tice of, and thus condemns, Eph..: 


4 This I ſay therefore and teſli- 
WW. feinthe Lord, that ge bence- 

forth walk. not as other Gentiles: 
W walk 71 the vanity of their mind, 


having the under ſtanding darkned, ' 


heing alienated from the be of 
| (God, through the ignorance that 18 
iu them, becanſe of the blindneſs of 
their: beart, who being paſt feel 


Il ing, have given themſelves over un- 
#9 laſciviouſneſs t0. work all Un- 
cleans | 


- 8 The PraGicatRyle Part]. 
" begged anddelired theaid of di-. 
vine Grace; their ſearch was ut: 
'vain, ſo that no where finding” 
what they lookt for ; they fatal- 
'. ly miſled themſelves and thoſe: 
| that followed them : And loſing- 
| to the hap-. 
panels they propoled, they at. 
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cleanneſs with greedineſs. They 
aoain who were not without # - 
fenſe and knowledge of God, 
but. would - not conform to a 
ſeddy and ſure rule of Condugt,, 
ſtudying rather, to follow their 


own humour, than to comply 
1 with the ſimplicity of truth, have 


broached' moſt idle Notions of 
the excellence of the divine Na- 
ture, and erroneous and -moſt-: 
dangerous . Pex{wafions of the 
way of imitatingthe fame 5: Jead-- + 
mg moſt part of Mankind firſt 
mto” exror and aſnare, and'then 
into utter deſtruction ;3- as it is - 
written: Rox: r. The wrath of - 
God js revealed from.. Heaven a= 
gainſt all ungodlineſs; and unrigh- 
teonſneſs of men; who hold the truth © 
711 pay oy th becauſe that"* 
which may be knows of God, is 
manifeſt in them, for God hath 
B 5 ſfeweds.. 


fall, but became vain in their-imagi 


ſhewed it unto them. For the invj 
ſeble things of him from the Creas 
tion of the World are clearly ſeem, 
being underſtood by the things that 
_ are made, even the Eternal Pox 


and Godhead ; ſo that they are 


without excuſe: oy that when 
they knew God', they glorified 
bin not as God, neithtr were thank: 


rations, and their fooliſh heart wat 
darkned, Profeſſing themſelves” by 

_ be wiſe, they became-fools: a 
changed the glory of the uncorrupti- 
ble God, into an image made lik 


to. corruptible Man, ' and to Birdy .. 


and four-footed' Beaſts, and creep: 
ing things. Wherefore God alfe 
gave them np tv uncleanneſs, through 
the luſts of their own hearts, to di 
Bnour their own bodies between 
themſelves : who changed the truth 
of Ged into a«lje, and-worſtipped 


AY 
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tothe Faith of God, or that felt + 


 ginations, . could neither rightly | 


.and goodneſs. of, its-authon, tor + | 
_ to thoſe who truly and-. fineerely - 


thy Commandments are Riehteouſe-* 


of Criſties Bien. un. 
and ſerved the creature more than 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for' eves- 
#:0xe, The Dodrine therefore 
of Men that had no: conformity 


off from the knowledge of God,.. 
unto Vanity, falſe andifooliſh-ima- 


define, nor exhibit and -declaze 
the true happineſs 'of Mankind. 
Fhat only DoErine which the-* 
revealed Willof God datkbreach, - 
is capable through. the: power 


perform- what - hathypromiſed - ? 


become its. Diſciples. . For- the 
Scripture ſaith, Pſal.. 119., . The =: 
Proutl have. digged Pits {ar me, . 
which are not after thy Law.. Alf * 


has. 


1108 


"There=: 


Te The Prabtival Riile Part. I}. 

$ Therearemany inſtances which h 
' manifeſtly prove, that the} >; 
Dogine of 'the word of God: 
hath- fulfilled and made POC « 
what it promiſed and foretold to 
the true Diſciples and followers. 
thereof; and that it can and dais: 

| Iydoes perform the fame, to thoſe 
who are guided thereby.. Now: 
this DoQrine hath promifed Sak 
vation, eternal happineſs and:the 
mheritance- of the kingdom of 
Heaven, in and through the Sony 
of God, who wasto be ſent-into- 
the World, and the: deſcent of: 
the Holy Ghoſtimtothe minds of 
Believers,” which/as a fure pledge 

_ and earneſt of the celeftial inhee| 
ritance, might by his inſpirations 
'teach them the true. and ſaving #n 
uſe of the Heavenly gifts andGra-f} A 
.ces ; of this the Diſciples of our -V: 
Lord had experience, as the ho-JY G 


ly: 


T 


—_ of Criffe -—_ - - 
| y Ghoſt himſelf bears witneſs. . 


1 2 Pet. r. wag Peter, r —_— 
i and au Apoſtle of Feſus Chrift to 
| ther us have Peak wg like 
preciow Faith with us, - through- 
the righteouſneſs of God, and our 
Szviour Feſwr Chriſt: Grace and: 
Peace be multiplied unto you throngh- 
4 the knowledge of God, and of Je- © 
f ſos our Lord, according as his di- 
3 vine Power hath given wnto we all 
things that pertain nyto life and-- 
godlineſs, through the knowletge of 
him that hath called us to gloryand 
virtue : whereby ave given unto us- 
exceeding great and precious pro- 
miſes ; that by theſe. yow might be” 
partakers of the divine nature, ha-- 
ving eſcaped the corruption” that is- 
in the World: through Inſt. The” 
Apoltle St. Paul treating of the- 
vanity of the Doctrine of the- 
Gentiles, and of-the truth and be-- 
| nefits-: 


""-24 The PraGical Rule Part. 
nefits of the Chtiftian Diſcipline 
:fays-to the ſame purpoſe, Eph. 4. 
But '3e have not ſo learned Chriſt; 
"#f ſo 76 that ye have beard. bin, 
and have been taught by - him, as 
the truth'is in Jeſus « That ye-put 
off concerning the former converſa- 


'- #20n, #heold man, which is corrupt 


according to the deceiful luſts :. And 

be renewed in- the ſpirit of your 
mind; and that ye. put-on the new 
* lt, which after "Grd is orcated-in 
© #ighteonſneſs,, and true bolineſs. 
Ads: 3- 1s are the Children of 
- he Prophets, and of the Covenant 
which God made with our Fathers, 
yang unto. Abraham, and in, thy 
Seed ſhall. all the kindreds of the 
earth-be. bleſſed. Unto you firſt God 
having raiſed up his Sou Jeſas, ſent 
him to bleſs you, in turning away. 
every one of you from his iniqui- 
tzes., | 


Now: | 


t. 


$5: of Chriſtian. Piz1y, 
Now that ſtate and* condition 


to which the true. Diſciples-and 
Followers of the Chriſtian-.Do- 
 arine areby the: grace-and gogd- 


neſs of God advaneed, does- in 


, - honor, dignity, and-amplitude of 
glory and: bliſs-far exceed-allthac 


the natural Man, the Wit. of 
Philoſophers;and .the- pains and 
ſtudy of: mortal -Man cancon- 
ceive, define . or- comprehend, 
withont the ſpecial;favour and 
aliſtance of- divine grace: :/ 

64. ' For-,: «ze ' hath. not - ſeem, 
nor ear” heard , neither bave zn- 
tred into the heart of mar', the 


things which God hath prepared for 


then that love him.. 1 Cor. 2. But © 


God _ hath revealed them. unto 


as by bis Spirit, - for the Spirit 


fearcheth all things, yea, the deep 


things of God. For. what Man 
kaows the things of a Man, ſave the 


ſpirit. - 


_ 
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irit of Man that is in him 2 even] ; 
# the Foo of God knoweth g Whol 
Man, but the ſpirit of God. This] v ; 
meaſure,indeed,be delineated and} ,z ; 
deſcribed » which by the help-off yy 
God, im time and-:place convenii-J 44,7 
ent 'we ſhall attempt : but thaty ;, 1, 
will be but a faint emblem andy ,,;z 
adumbration, rather than a-truef ,,4 
and lively repreſentation: of the} ,,4 
fame; for the fulneſs of this ſolid} 4; 
and excellent happineſs, is not} ,,;s 
to be exprelſed tin the common! 
way of ſpeech, . nor' conceived; 
by the thoughts of men, unleſs 
of thoſe who by the influence: 
and operation of the Holy Ghoſt, : 
are rendred capable of fo great} wh 
myſteries. | Eph. bY F or this canſe,. fav 
ſaith the Apoſile, © bow my knees} ve! 
to the Father of our Lord Tejas: 
Ebriſt, of whom the whole Family} 


Jus” 


of Chriſtian Piety. e9- 2 
" in Heaven and Earth is named, 
| that berwould grant you according 
} #0 the riches of bis glory, to be 
"1 frengthened with might, by his ſpi- 
OY rit in the inner man ; that yo” of 
Mo way dwell in your bearts by Faith ; 
that ye being rooted aud aounded 
4 n love, may be able to comprehend 
with all Saints, what is the breadth, 
| ard length, and depth, and height; 
"1 and to know the. loue of Chriſs, 
1 which paſſeth knowledge, that ye 
1 might be filled with all the fulneſs 
7 of God. 
"| Now, although a Diſciple of 
| this ChriſtianDodtrine may not at 
1 fixſt, comprehend the greatneſs 
4 and excellence 'of the ſtate to 
"| which he is called; until by divine 
4 favour he hathatcained toit; 'ne- 
1 vertheleſs the dignity and extent 
4 of the happineſs is not therefore: 
| WR will it by any diſappoint- 


ment 
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-. ment be diminifhed 3 for the mi 
faithful Author of this Doctring 
»will abundantly and-to the it giv 
perform whathe hath promiſe and 
tho in the beginning it be w-Bo! 
known. to believers, ſeeing | dot 
who: freely and graciouſly phe 
promiſed, ſtandeth not in needQ* Fx 
the goodneſs of others, nor} you 
made poorer by conferring W 70, 
_.own; butby how much the mol 
heis liberal and bountiful, by! 
much the riches of his o00dn 
and inexhauſtible mercy does a 
creaſe: :Rom. To, For the ſan s 977 
Lord over all, is rich unto all thil - thi 
call upon (him. Whether, thell - gol 
the reward of the Diſcipline-q PT] 


Chriſt, be fully known to his fol - a+ 
lowers, or but darkly ſhadows -# 
out to them; yet it ſhall notlj 


denied to thoſe who with a f 1g 
and holy heart feek/ after it, 


©. 

I "Y 
" 
o 
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id Fhall'1f want: any "thing of "that - * 
rin amplitudeand falneſs, which the 


Þ divine narte of the thing it ſeF, 


iſs and the Majeſty, Authority and 


f Bounty of him that promiſes it, 
IF does require: © Eſa." 55. Fort as 
lf the Heavens are hieher thaw the 
4 Eurth, ſo are my ways hither than 


"y jour ways, and my thoughts thare 


S rour thoughts. For as the rain com- 
W eth down, «and the ſnow from Hea- 
q wer, and returneth not thither, but 


wah the Earth, and maketh it 
a bring forth and bud, that it may 
* ' £ive- ſeed bo the ſower, and bread v0 
"dl - the eater : ſo ſhall my word-be that 
ll - goetb fortÞ:'of my month 2 it ſhall 
ot return mito me void, but it ſhall 
| des that which I] pleaſe; and 


qi ſhall proſper-in the- thing whereto 
, Fic ent | it;” for ye- ſhall go- out wich 
re bedea: forth: with: 
| Mineral then Hi ſha 


| break 


" -20 The Protficel Rele , Parh * 


\ break forth before you into ſingighho! 
and all; the trees. of the field fhielie: 
elap their hands. Jyſtead of yptth 
Thorn - ſhall come up the Fig-tr 
and inſtead of the Bryar ſhall on cope 
#p-the Meth tree: and it fi 
be to the Eird for a name, for 
everlaſting - ſign that ſhall 1 
out of A. clear. proof of tl 
appears in Abreharr, whom GÞi 
heretofore, having (cledted a 
 ſeparated-him from-the Dori 
- and;\Manners of the Gentiles, x 
p_ 23s an \excellent pattern 
imitated by thoſe who woulg” 
mbrace and ſubmit to this Ll 
cipline 3 how -hehaving receive” 
and\by firm-Faith believed 
promile of an earthly inhericand 
did not inſtantly know what g 
tent of Eand- —elied to. 
xeferring -that:to'-the | Almigh 


| we m—s the.Promile: 
though 


of Chrifliaar Piety. © q 27: "OY 
| | zoht it wagenough for him to 
: Tic on the promiſes of the God 
4 - patent Eartly; who —_ 
n the word} .was beft: 
| furs moſt* witing* ro- per» 
þ _—_ And no ſooner "was the. 
4 miſd raade; ning = 9k 
$thecommand and 


th<a'to-the conditions rr 
Ly oh Gow. x2, Pow _ 


7 hfoottky B 
1 tft Fakes 
i# make owe 7 re Naw 
1d Þ will” Bit thee; and" mils” 
by Name: greet$- an}H0w- fp" 
bf — #24 Þ'wiÞ bleſs bes? 
: fr the; and curſo bins -ibut * 
A thee 3 and ire  thee- ſhalt all” 
War es of | the Barth' be bleſs 
666 Abrahan departed; as theÞL.ord” 
jad! commended him-, knowing” 
| neither 


| 

: 

| 

\ 

| 

| 

U 

| 

'2 A : 


"22: The PraSical Rule” Part 


neither whither he went,nor howſted | 
large the poſſeſſion. was, that h&ent 
wasito. have: which/ the Apoſtlyto 
obſerving, ſaith : By Faith Abrafſo, w 
ham when he was call'd to go out inttþifiec 
a place which he ſhould after receia3es. 


for an inheritance, obeyed; and- bra, 


went; out not- knowing whither i ated 
went; wholly.;-truſting  to- ther , 
word. of him who; could anffphere 
would -.perform-- more than. li oxth 
wag able' either to ask or-thinkget- 
and.:logking upon. it as, his. dutÞhor ; 
to obey the Maſter whoſeDiſcipiend.t 
he was, that had - promiſed - hig-il/ / 


| js 27 I to be reveale#he E 
a 


diſcovered, unto. him. in. dub 
time: as-the event made..appeatÞbal i 
For Abraham having made a comfFiſe, n 


petent progreſs in the diſcipline=g?/ 


he-had embraced, being called: by=t : / 
God to whoſe inſtitution he ha&Vhe 
reſigned himſelf, was fully.inſtmpoub 


Gn = 


_— "* 
"a Sx 


Wed by him, not only in the'ex- 
Gent of the Earthly .inheritance, ' 
ISut of the Heavenly Bleflings al-- 
&, which were ſhadowedand ty- - 
ified thereby ; as it is written - 
er. 13- Ard the Lord ſaid unto 
Abraham, after that Lot was ſepa-": 
Wated from him, lift up now thine”: 
$1es., |-and look; from: the Place" 
phere thou art, North-ward, and” 
WP outh-ward, and Eaſt-ward, and 
Veſt-ward. , For alk-the Land which 
ox ſceſt, 'to thee will T give it; 
end.to: thy Seed. for ever, And 
Wil make thy Seed as the. duſt of 
$-e Earth : ſo that if a Man can 
$:mber the duft of the Earth, then 
al thy Seed alſo be numbred: ' A- 
we, walk, through: the Land, in the 
nength of it, andin the breadth of ' 
uns : for--1 will give it unto- thee. 
herefore ſeeing no; Man can 
upoubt but that-what things God 
i hath 
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hath promiſed, will more fully hy 
accompliſhed, than he who'is t 
receive then can- wiſh for, 4 


thinks it! wilt be tho-duty- of 


true: Believer and Diſciple q 


Chriſt; to ſe> diligently about thif 


| nce of the conditte 


impoſed: upon lim; and to 'leaw 
the. bleſfings and favours whid 
he doesexpett tothe'avbi FOCIITC 
of him, to- whoſe - conduet® at 


even - to God A ighi 6 
a 


powerful] and rich 


ther” 6 


all- Mercies,. who mater} 


torainuporthe Juſt and the Un oa 


juſt,..and who: by the*mourhs 


his:owr Son;\. mowhony” he* hy 


ſpokenand ninde\thegreateſt"d 
promiſes to-us; hav promiſed 


give his good: ſp irft'to:thole ef at 


ſcek-him. For if he-moſi gra 


outly fulfilled what at © fondry 


"I 
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$ times and in divers manners he 
f ſpake and promiſed unto the Fa- 
F chers by the Prophets; and if the 
4 word ſpoken by Angels was (ted- 
fs falt,how can we be denied or dif- 
W. appointed of any thing that hath 
Y been promiſed to us by the Son of 
# his Love; the faithful interpreter 
a of his Will, and bountiful diſpen- 
E cer of his Grace and Mercies. 
WW This made a moſt approved-Apo- 
8 (tle,.-who by his own and the ex- 
$ perience of others was convinced 
$f of that truth, break out in thank- 
© fulneſs. to God: Row. 8.: What 
ns ſhall we ther: ſay to theſe things @ 
a If God be for.us who can be againſt 
ay #52 He that ſpared nothis own Sor, 

8 bt delivered bimup for ns all, how 
WL./pall he not alſo with hin freely give 
all 1s all things2 So that on the part 
Hof him that promiſes no doubt 
wacan be made nor any impediment 

- *Inter- 


_interpoſe, why thoſe things which 
have been promiſed, ſhould not 
ſuperabundantly be fulfilled : Zwky 
6. good meaſure, preſſed down, and 
ſhaken together, and running over, 
ſhall men giveinto your boſom. And 
the truth of this Chriſtian Do- 
:rine for ever ſtands firm and un. 
ſhaken, T7t.1. According to the Faith 
of GodsEle@,and the acknowledging 
of the truth, which is after godlk 
meſs : In hope of eternal life, whidh 
' God who cannot lie, promiſed be- 
fore the World began; but hath in 
due times manifeſted his word, 
'Heb.6.For when God made promi 
.#0 Abraham, becauſe he could ſwear 
by no greater, he ſware by himſelf, 
ſaying, ſurely, bleſſing, T will blej 
thee, and multiplying, T will multi 
ply thee. Aud ſo after he. had pati- 


ently endured, he obtained the Pro- 
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.aviſe, . For Men verily ſwear by the 
| _ greatet 
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greater : and an Oath for-confit- 


.mation is to them an end of all ſirife. 
'Wherein Qod willing more abun- 
.dantly to ſhew-unto the (Heirs of 


Prom? if the inmmutability of . his 


.connſel, confirmed it by an Oath-< 
that by two immutable things, it 


which it was impoſſible for God to 
lie, we might have a ſtrong conſola- 


tion,- who have fled for refuge #0 
ay hold upon the hope ſet before us : 
which hope we have as an anchor of 


the Soul, both ſure and ſtedfa fl, 


and which _— into that wit 


theVail, whither the forerunner is 


for 45 entered, even Jeſus, made a 
High Prieſt for ever after the Or- 
y +, of Melchifedec. | 
It remains —_ which is the 
delign of this little Book, that 
we handle the Parts and Offices 


that are incumbent on Believers 
and the-Scholars of Chriſt, but 


G 2 cſpe- 


eſpecially thoſe which indifferent- 
ly concern all ranks, ages, and 
"conditions of Men, and without 
which their learning will be.in 
vain,and the Dottine infigniftcant, 
Let every one then, whether King} 
or Prieſt, Prince or States-man, 
private or publick, rich or poor, 
Bond or Free, Father or Son, 
Husband or Wife, Young or Old, 
Merchant .or Artificer, Soldier 
or Peaſant, Learned or Unlearn-} 
ed, provided he profeſs himſelf 
to be a Diſciple and Follower of 
' Chriſt and Chriſtian ' DoQtrine, 


_ provided he be Baptized into the} 


' Faith of the Catholick Church, 
without which there is no Salva: 
tion; let every one, I ſay, learn 
in what Station ſoever he be,how 
he ought to keep his Poſt, be» 
have and carry himſelf in this 
World, and that from the Pre- 
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et 


 cepts | 
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cepts and Inſtitutions of the Holy 
Ghoſt himſelf, who ought to be * 
his Guide, and not from us, who' 
do but, as Students in the ſame 
School, deliver to our fellow 
Scholars the Precepts and Do- 
&rine of our great Maſter who 
hath called us from Darknels to 
his marvellous Light, and let him 
take it in good parr, it perchance 
we inculcate fome things which 
way ſeem hard and uneaſſe to the 
Manners, Cuſtoms and Opinions 
of this preſent Age, not interpre- 
ting what we ſay as a reproof to 
any perſon in particular; - bur 
Judging it the duty of a faithful 
Miniſter and Servant, to declare. 
and manifeſt to his fellow fervants 
the Will of the Lord in his own 
words; whereby ifanyMan out of 
Conſcience, Jpnorance orFear ſhalt 
think himſelf cenſured, hemuſt 

6. 5 not. 
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- not be offended with. the Do. 
arine and Precepts which are. Juſt: 
and Holy, nor with his fellow 
Servant who delivers them, but 
with himſelf, his faults and vices, 
who having profeſſed this Do= 
Erine, hath not ſubmitted him» 
felf to the Laws and Conditions 
thereof, which are Conſtant, U- 
niverſal and Immutable, and not 
made and publiſhed, that accor- 
ding to the defire, humour, luſt 
and. counſels of every private 
man,.. they may. be altered and 
changed;- but which command' 
Obedience by changing all- thoſe 
Deſires, Paſtions, Luſts,and Coun- 
{els that _ be a hindrance to- 
the punctual obſervation of the 
ſame, our Lord himſelf having”! 
ſaid, Mat, 5. Think, not that I' 
am come to deſtroy the Law or the- 
Prophets :- 1 am not came to deſtroy | 
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but to fulfil. That is,: to make 
thoſe who believe in me, pure, 
holy, and. faithful in obſerving. 
and fulfilling the ſame. For verily 
I ſay unto you, till Heaven and 
Earth paſs, one jot or tittle ſhall ine": 
20 wiſe paſs from the Law, till alt 
be fulfilled. Whoſoever therefore 


| a ſha break one of theſe leaſt Con 


mandments, and ſhall teach Men 


ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the- 


Kingdom of Heaven: but whoſo: 
ever ſhall do and teach them, the 


ſamo ſhall. be called great in #he- J 


Kingdom of Heaven. For I ſay un- 
to you, that except your righteouſneſs. 


ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of 


the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter into the Kinedow- 
of Feaven. Now if the entry in- 
tothe Kingdomot Heaven be de- 


nied to thoſe, whoſe righteouſ--- 


neſs and obedience to-the Laws: 
C 4- of: : 


of God, does' not exceed that 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, not 
of the wicked and hypocrites, 
but of the good Scribes and Pha. 
riſees, who ſeemed molt to ex- 
cell in the ſtudy of obſerving the 
Law :\ what will become of him; 
who through hatred, or favour 
of Man, ſhall pervert, change, 
conceal, diſſemble, or any other 
ways make void the rules of 
righteouſneſs that he is to de- 
liver to hisfellow Chriſtians, and 
teach ſo? He ſhall, indeed, be 
called the leaſt in the Kingdow 
of Heaven, and deemed un- 
worthy to be admitted into that 
| Heavenly Communion and Socie- 
ty, into-which all that are recei-: 
ved, arecalled Kings and'great: | 
Now, to bea King, and to bethe | 
leaſt are inconliſtent;- hence” it- 
follows that in the Kingdom. of: | 

Heaven,, 


—_s 
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ath Heaven, it is the ſame thing to 
be the leaft, an#to be none 3; for 
no man that-breaketh' the: Com- 
mandments of God and-teacheth 
others ſo to do; fhall enter-into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; but 
they onlyſhalFenter, whoſe righ- 
-teonſneſs exceeds the righteouſneſs 
of the Seribet and Phariſees, and! | 
who being ot only bearers, but 
doers of the-Law, ſhall be juſtified-. 
before God, * - . 
. Wherefore if ta the Precepts, 
Rules, - and Inftruftions of the *' 
Do@rine that hath been deliver-- 
ed*unto us, - any thing may: ſeem 
to any Man ſtricter 'than his-own 
Will, Opimiony+ or: predominant 
AfﬀeCtions can comply: with,. or 
fubmit- unto, let him, if he in-- 
tends to enter into life, be per- - 
fuaded;- that- neither the wa 
which -God hath once fenced: in, 

7 Gig, 13: 
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is to be changed or-enlarged, nor 
that ſtrait and narrow... Gate. made: 


wider; forthe ſake ot-any-parti-- 


cular-Perſon ;+ and that be.-muſt: 
become Humble, Lowly ,. and: 


Poorin Spirit, ſtriving towalk.in- 
the.narrow way; and to enter at- 
the-{trait Gate, which will not be 
difficult to thoſe who truly. love: 
this Doarine, and earneſtly 1 
plore.. the afaſtance of Divine 
Grace, .that will be denied . to 
none who dutifully and carefully. 
 fſibmit to the rules and dittates 
ſj of this-- Diſcipline. - For, .. Pal: 
I  145- The Lord is nigh unto all 

| themthat callnpon him, to all that: 
call - upon him-in truth. He: will 
Fulfill the defire of them that fear 
bims . he . alſo. will hear: their cry, 
and will. ſave them.. And fo be 
ſhall underderſtand. that the ways 
oftheLord are broad and pleaſant: 


CO 
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tothoſe who- as- Pilgrims and 
Strangers abſtaining from; and 
renouncing the carnal defires that 


-- war again{tthe Soul, and becom-- 


ing poorin Spirit, undertake that” 
holy: Journey: and enter-into»the- 
right way 5-as the Royal Plalmiſt” 
Rith; -Pſal/ 119.. And I will walk: 
at liborty:: for I:ſeek thy Precepts;_ 
Twill ſpeak of. thy: Teſtimonies- alſo- 
7 ae 12g and will not be aſha« 
wed. And I will delight my felf in thy- 
Commandments which: I have loved. - 
My hands elſo will Lift upunto thy: - 
Commandments which Þ have loved: : : 
and I. will meditate- in thy: Sta«-- 
tntes: : 
E know: that' goed ' and: holy- 
Mea will willingly liſters to-their- 
fcllow. Chriſtian,. and not fo-muchs < 
mind” the Janguage and learning: 
of- him-that-writes,.- as the fay-- - 
ings -which-proceed out of the- 
mouth i! 


mouth of the living God, whoſt 
facred and infallible Authority 
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reaching -al men, whether pub- 


lick or- private, the Univerſal 


Church hath always owned: and 


afſerted,; and that they will "take 
in good part, whatſoever may be] 
fri by us Which perhaps may tax: 

the-corrupt.manners of -ourpre-J 
ſent times; being perſwaded that 
Chriſtian Simplicity, Virtue and: 
Probity are always in force, and 
beyond exception and reproach, . 
not pnly-upon their owNn-aceounty. 


but becauſe of our purpofe and 


deſign alſo, who heartily love all 
holy and goodMen tho unknown, 


neither hate any who may have 
fallen from the.truth, or degene- 
rated from the Virtues of the Go- 
ipd, but wiſh that all may repent 


and be- ſaved- through Jeſus 


Ghriſt our Lord, whom therefore 


— 


We: 
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we would haverightly admoniſh- 
ed of their Duty: As for the wiler, 
who ſtand notin need of our Ad- 
monition, we truſt; | they will 
put a favourable conſirugion on 
our care and endeavours for the 


common ſalvation-of Mankind. ;; 


who tho.we-be ſimple, -and'ug- 


| able tocentributeany thing to the - 


information of the -wiſe, yet 'ta- 
thoſe who: are weaker 1n know- 
ledg ought. to. perform what- 


, fervice and good officeslye in our 


power. Now 'the{:ſum of ;all 
our Admonition ſhall.conſift- of 
plain Sentences from the Oracles- 
both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment,” the weight. of -which. is: 
ſach,” that- neither humane wil- 
dom can refiſt,: nor the craft-and 
lubtilty-of our adverſary-evacu- 
ate the force of themz and by 
this means. we may. be helpful 
both 
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both to thoſe who admit of-nc 
thing in diſpute, but what-is tg i8d 
ken from holy Scripture, . and tyf be! 
thoſe alſo who rightly-think, thaf ret 
truth wherever it be found, ought anc 
to be embraced - for to-both thely Un 
it is0urdefignto do good, .notal C0! 
ledging all that might be.ſaid, b 
only fuch things as. we ſball hay 


reaſon tothink. may: be profitabl Ge 
toall,;. and hurtful-tono body... } he 

The whole ChriſtianDiſcipline the 
then may becomprehended undey 0 
two-general Heads, which every > 
true Diſciple- and follower ol #0 
Chriſt, ought to know: and duti Pe 
fully praciſe.-- The firſtis; to bey 3 
lieve.the Word and Promiſes-of Þ* 
God; the Authority whereof hath] *| 
been confirmed by Signs; Miracle p 


and manifeſt Teſtimonies. Now 
Stgns-and Miracles are neither at b 
preſent neceſlary,nor are they,yo 

INC ÞPO 


rt, _ 
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$ tal iedeed ought to be required 3 as 
o being of old feen and' approved, 
thad reiterated likewiſe;and confirmed, 
ught and received and believed by the. 
hefd Univerſal Church of God : for- 
tal concerning theſe, 1t 1s written, , 
buf Deut. 32: Remember the days of 
awd old; conſider the years-+ of. many: 
bo Generations ©: atk, thy Father-aund- 
..# he will ſhew thee, thy Elders; and- 
ind they will te/thee, Wherefore it is- 
& not now to be doubted; what. it- 
is,.,orhow we ought to-believe; - 
for that is- reduced” into-- certain - 
Points; which are called Articles,. 
and propoſed by the Church to + 
be learned; under: the name of- 
the Apoſtles Creed, briefly: and 
plainly comprehendimg- all* the- 
Points of- our Faith;. which have - 
been - largely commented: upon 
and explained,” in the -many-wri-- 
tings of holy-and. learned Men. - 
Neither- 
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Neither-1s our diſcourſe direQel 
to thoſe-that do not believe, bit 
to ſuch. as believe, . or- at leaf 
profeſs they believe the Wor 
and Promiſes of God- to the 
own Salvation, and, confeſs thy 
there is no neecſlity of Mira 
nor any doubt of the Sorvar 
ſent-into the World, and wrougt 
by. Jeſus Chriſt z Heb. 2. Whid 
68. firſt begajs $0 be ſpoken by tht 
Lord, and. was confirmed unto » 
bythoſe that heard him; God all 
bearing them: witneſs , both with 
Szgns and Wonders, and with. ti 
wers Miracles,. and gifts of the Fi 
ty Ghoſt, according to his on 

Wilt. 

; The ſecond Head and Brac 
of Doctrineis, the knowledg an 
practice. of Piety, of which a 
prelent- we are to treat, Now 
for Illuſtration fake, we call Pie 

ey, 


"of Chriſtian Piety, 4 
al ty,/all' that which every -faithful 
d Diſciple and Follower of Cit 


aff and the Chriſtian Dodrine, be- 
IM heving the Promiſes , ought: xo 
1eld kriow, hold faſt, aud 'praQtiſe, 


| no Man being excepted' who ha- 


le ving the right uſe of his Reaſon, 


a can know and perform the ſame, 
i ſeeing the aſſiſtance of the divine 


yg Grace that is neceflary .to that 


thi knowledg and practice, will not 
wi be wanting nor denied to thoſe: 
who, as we ſaid before, diligent- 


#1 ty and ſeaſonably beg the ſame, 


but will rather be plentifully ſup- 
M plied by 'the Father of Light, 
al 1 Tim. 2. who will have all mem 
to be. ſaved; and to come winto the 
W Arnowledg of the Truth 3 eventhoſe- 


dj who are ſtrangers to the know- 


tf ledgof the Truth, and much more- 
| ſuctias embrace the knownTruth,. 
and-ſtudy\to: hold faſt and im-- 
| prove 


Y 
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rove it. Now we. ay, that ik 
Coveth a Diſciple of Chriſt, x WW rop 
know the chief Precepts and I oy” 
ſtitutions of the Do@trine of Pie[” ; 
ty which he profeſles: for thaſ””* 
to know the leaſt Points be ned}; * 
ther the duty, - nor is 1t required}, 
of all ;. yet thoſethings which be 
long to all in general, and every 
Diſciple in particular, are nottg 
be —_— For how dare } 
profeſs and call himſelf a Diſay ; 
ple, who knows not the Heads 
of that Diſcipline which he dog 
and ought to follow 2 - And by 


- what right can he expeCt to X 


acknowledged a Scholar by tt 
Maſter, who knows not the. Prs 
cepts and Inſtitutions of hisTeach 7 
er? And to that purpoſe is thi 
which by a Diſctple is written tc 
his fellow Scholars :.1- Cor, 14. {| 
any Man think, "RO to-\be-\6 
Propheti 
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Bhs Prophet, or Spiritual, let him ace 
ay bowleds that the things that I 
brite unto. jou, are the Command- 
\ Iments of the Lord. But if any Man 
Abe ignorant, let bin be ignorazt, 
"Jif any Man. know not the 
A Commands of God, he ſhall not 
*Jbe known by our Lord and Ma- 
"I ſter,- who will ſay, Mat. 25. 1 
1 know younot. And again, to every 
| Ore the hath ſhall be given: but 
1 frow him that hath not ſhall be-ta- 
| ken away, even that which be hath. 
7 In another place making a diffe- 
rence betwixt thoſe who believe 
"4 and know the Will of God, and 
4 thoſe who donor, the Lord faith, 
T Luke 12, And that Servant which 
4 ew his Lords Will, and prepared 
not ti neither did according 
4 to bis Will, ſhall-be beaten with ma- 
3 »y ſtripes; but he that knew not, 
| did. commit things worthy 'of 


ſtripes, 
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firipes , ſhall be beaten with fmj1.e {; 
ftripes. Wherefore leaving tholf the x 
who know not the Will of th njyi 
Lord, ſuch as are they to whonjgaa 
the knowledg of the Goſpel hall god 
not as yet reached z our diſcourl ar, 
is to thoſe, who have known, at a pic 
at leaſt have profeſſed to knowl eq 

the Will of the Lord,-who ought thar 
to prepare themſelves and do a&& Cov 
cording to his Will; to whom tht Thy, 
Apoltle faith,. x Theſ. 4. For Mthe 
| know what commandments we gawl Þ pr, 
you by the Lord Jeſus. For this hto »: 
the Will of God, even your SanGife way 
cation, to which Men ought tf 2b6y 
prepare themſelves... Now, nal ara 
Man can be fo prepared, 1t he b4 beer 
Ignorant by. what means and allf.neſ; 
ons that Preparation is to be (ﬆ} whi 
about and accompliſhed : for thaſ tha! 
ene may ſet about it with all imay to } 
ginable care and. ſtudy, yet unlebF Dil 


tt of Chriſtian Pittyt 45 
ſhe ſquare the ſame according to 
old the rules and and directions of the 
the Divine Will, he will at length 
onf ad it to be unprofitable. And this 
al God'Alwighty himſelf plainly de: 
If clares to thoſe, who moved with 
A a pious {tudy and zeal, yet propo- 
WI ſed to themſelves other courſes, 
W than were enjoyned them by his 
ie Counſel and Precepts. ja. 48. 
mt Thus ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, 
Mi the Holy One of Iſrael, I am the 
ul Lord thy God which teacheth thee 
$40 profit, which leadeth thee by the 
Ml way that thou ſhouldſt go. Oh that 
of thiz hadſt hearkned to my Com- 
Wo mandiments: then had thy . Peace 
been as a River, and thy Righteouſo 
W-reſs as the Vaves of the Sea. From 
ts which holy Sentences, it follows, 
that every Diſciple ought at leaſt 
to know the chief Heads of the 
8 Diſcipline that is profitable unto 
; him 
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him-3 thoſe, I mean, which 
be known, retained and praQtif 
by all;- and require neither may 


.Labour, great Study, a deep Wi 
length of Time, -nor far Tray; 


for attaining to the knowledg 
them 3 as it is writteo, Deut. i 
For thisCommandment whichleal 
mand thee this day, is not hid 
from thee, neither is it far offi 
is not in Heaven that thou ſhowl 
_ » ſay, who ſhall goup forus to I 


wen, and bring it unto ws, that. , 
may bear it, and, do it 2 Neithas. 


it beyond the Sea, that thou ſha 
ſay, who ſhall go over the Sea for 
and bring it unto us, that we 
hear it and doit But the Wart 
wery nigh unto thee, in thy mol 
_ and in thy heart, - that thou ml 
doit. | 
This Piety then, that 1st 


Þ 
M4 - 
oy 
- r 


known and praftiſed by us, is. g 
| vid 
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W.yided into three parts : to wit, 
uT Fer, Repentence, and Charity, 
8 with the obſervation of the Laws 
\ of God"; which ht ch — 
T ing riphtly taught, ſhall keep an 
> peu they” wil through the 
F moſt bountiful Promiſe andCove- 
nant of God, confirm and en- 
* creaſe to him the Grace and Mer-_ 
4.cy of the Lord, to his own Salva- 
tion, and at length bring him to 
F-the poſſeſſion and enjoymeng of 
I the Kingdom of Heaven.For fich 
"is the efficacy that the Will and 
T bounteous Liberality of God hath 
IJ granted to theſe three Parts, or 
F Virtues, if you bad rather call 
4 thetn ſo, that he whoſe mind is fil- 
J led and endowed with them,may 
| thereby avoid the -wrath and 
4 dread Eb, mp of God, and 
2 find Grace and Mercy inthe Eyes 
4-f the Almighty, 


18". 
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In the - firſt place then, thy 
who would practiſe:the Duties 
Chriſtian Piety, muſt have; the 
minds filled with. a divine, Fear; 
that.is, with an awe, reverence 
and watchful obſervation of the 
things, which are known to hy 
either acceptable or diſpleaſingt 
God, that they may wholly ds 
teſt, flie and abhor. the laſty at 
with all care and diligence put 
{ue and ſecka fter the firſt. For that 
diſpoſition, whereby the mindfy 
reverences God, that it wills 6 
thing which may offend that 
mence.goodnelſs, and rejects n( 
thing which it knows to be cor 
form to the Will of God ; th 
diſpoſition of mind, I ſay, is 
led the fear of the Lord, and. * 
ſaid tobe the beginning of all trut 
Wiidom, which by anether namg ©© 
alſo the .Latins have called. Rel 


o10l 


1. 


l 
| 
Ir; 


bu 
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gion. Philoſophers have divided 


of this into a ſervile and filial fear, 
ed and ' the Chriſtian School have 


admitted the: ſame diftinQtion , 
condemning the fervile fear ſo far, 
as it wasa forerunner to,andmade 


v way for the filial. But we, whoſe 
of defign it is not ſo much todiſpute 
4 nicely about theſe -matters, as to 
n& accommodate them to vulgar'ca- 
xg pacities, and to ſquare our dt- 


ſcourſe according to the rule of 


& ſacred Oracles, following the de- 
& finition'given by the Holy Ghoſt, 
g call this fear of the Lord, Reli- 
x gion orReverence, whereby the 
8 mind of an holy Man being atfe&- 


ed, obſerves 'and follows what 


{ he knows to be -acceptable to 


x God: and on the contrary re- 


q jets and ſhuns what is difpleaſing 


go him. Wherefore this pious 
1;$ diſpoſition of mind is by Wiſdom 


D ſo 
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lo defined: The fear of the 
zs the beginning (or principj 
part ) of Wiſdom, that 1s to lay 
a Religious obſervation of thak 
things which by Knowledgq 
Wiſdom, we know to be defirg 
or ſhunned. Now by Wilidayl ; 
mn this place, is to be underſtog 
the knowledg and notices: 
the divine Will, whether attaing 
by word, writing, or traditic 
or by revealed rules and ratiot 
10timations. : 
Now this divine Fear putshu 
an whoſe heart It 1s, upon the 
erciſe of true repentance, inclin 
him to the Study and obſervati 
of the Laws of God, and {þ 
him up to a ſearch and « | 
gent enquiry into the nature{ 
both. For when once a N 
hath reſolved with himſelf 4 
reverence and practiſe all tl 
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as he knows to: be acceptable to 
W God; and:to flie and ſhun thoſe 
JT things which do diſpleaſe him; he 
W makes it his chief care. to learn 
* what it is that God approves of, 
and what he condemns 3 and be- 
lol ing ſo taught, he implores the af- 
MX fiſtance of the' divine Grace, re- 
'F pents of the former fins. of his 
on miſpentlife, and propoſes to him- 
8 (elf the way of Gods Command- 
= ments, wherein perſiſting in a 
7 {teddy and uninterrupted courſe, 
* heis made partaker of the Hea- 
"4 venly Promiſes ſtipulated by the 
| 53 Covenant ofGrace,and enjoys the 
* fellowſhipand communion of that 
$ bleſſing, which theFather of Love 
* has promiſed, can, and will make 
. good to them 'who believe in 
we him, and which, ineffe, he hath 
7 fulfiled to thoſe who have obey- 
7 <d his moſt Juſt and Holy WilL 

." W-3 Where- 
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Wherefore the Wiſdom of 
God knowing what extraordingl * 
Ty fruits ſpring from this ' root 
drvine fear 3. that ir might dehor 
Men from the violation of the 
Laws of God, and deter | the 
form the danger. of everlaſting 
Wrath and indignation 3 by thy 

mouth of the: Son of Sirach; cal 
Ecclus. 1. The fear of the Lord,' 
Crown of Wiſdom, Honour, ' a 
Glory, and Gladneſs, and aCroml 
of Rejozcing. And to explain anll | 
commend it more effeQually at 
plainly, ſaith, #hat the = of 
Lord is a Fountain of ffe, Il 
fear of God is therefore called thi 
beginning and fountain of Lik 
becauſe reclaiming Man from th __. 
_ violation of the 'Laws-of Gat 
and inducing him to true repel 
tance, it ſets him upon the keep 
ing and performance of the Comp *” 


mandment 


Cl 
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4 mandments, that he may* obtain: ' 
4 Grace and Mercy. in the ſight of 


y the Almighty, . whereby ' he ,be- 


$1 
. 
| Ci 


comes the ſon of. God 'and heir 


.of eternal Life, through the molt 


racious Promiſe ahd- Covenant 


1 of that God, who freely and of 


+4 his own accord: takes upon | him- 


I {elf rhe--care, condudQ, -inſtrudti- 


on and ſanQtification of all thoſe 
who cleave unto ' him by Faith 


| and true Obedience; and there- 


| fore the Royal Pfalmilt ſings :. 


Pſal. 145; He will felfil the deſire 
of them that fear him of alſo ter 
bear their cry, and will. ſave them: © 


+4 and inanother place, Pfal. 103. 
of Foras the' Heaven is high above the 


| 
Fi 
4 


3 Earth: fo great is his Mercy. to- 


1 ward them that fear him. As far 


4} 4s the Eaſt is from the Weſt, jo far 


» 
. _ 
1 


? [} 


+. bath he removed our tranſgreſſions 


fromns, Like as a Father pitieth 
Neb D 3 his 
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his Children: ſo the Lord jutind 
them that fear hint. And again.Thy 
Mercy of the Lord is from everldfſa} q 
ig to everlaſting upon them that fea 
hin; By all which, we are taught 
that the. never failing Mercy &f 
God iv infinite & eternal ts thoſs 
who filled and anichaced with dis 
vine Fear, . follow the ways «f 
Godlinefs : which Fear, as we 
have ſaid, is the begitining, & 
ptincipal part of Knowledg, thi 
38, 1t1$ 4 reverent” care to avald} « 
ſin, obey the Will, and br wp 

the Majeſty of God. And'thetel 
ſore the holy Mother of our Lot 
affirrhs : Luke r. That bis Me 
cy is on them that fear hini, fr 
Generation ts Generations ther 
by OR that that divite 
and incxhauftible Mercy was it 
- no Age ever wanting to thole 
who' Fear and religiouſly Set 

t 
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#81 the Lord. And, indeed, divine 


*! Wiſdom:hath by many and fre- 
Wy quent [Teſtimonies and Oracles 
oat of themouths of all the Pro- 

by phets arid Holy Men, aflerted the 
# Dignity and- Excellence of the 
i Fear. of God 5 and. amongſt o- 


W thers by-that of theSon of Sirach: 
ff Ecclus; 2:5. Oh. how great 3s he 


ol that fondeth Wiſdom | yet. there is 
{ none above him that feareth the 
{ Lord. . For Knowledg and Wiz 


if dom do, indeed, illuminate and 


of inftru&the Mind; but that holy 


v8 - Fear of the Lord: totns the heart 


effetually. unto God, and. m- 
clines it ta. the Obedience and 
Obſervation. of the Precepts. of 
the divine Law, Asthe ſame.Sort” 
of Sirach. does expreſly texch,. - 
Ft Ecclas, 2. ſaying, MySn if then 
bi come to ſerve the Lord, prepare thy 
i Soul for Temptation, Set thy Ho t. 
D 4 aright 


56 - The PraGical Rule PartT} 
arieht, and conſtantly endure, and\ 
make not haſt in time of trouble. 
Cleave unto him, and depart not + 
way, that thou maiſt' te encreaſed} $ 
at thy laſt end. Whatſoever ih , 
brought unto thee take chearfulh, 
and be patient when thou art chan 
ged to a low eſtate. For Golds 
tried in the Fire,and acceptableMen 
in the Furnace of que” _ Be 
lieve in him, and he will belp theey 
order thy way aright and truſt in 
him. Te that fear the Lord; wait 
for his Mercy, and go not aſide} 3 
f ye fall. - Ye that fear the Lord} 
believe him, and your reward. ſhall 
not fail. Yethat fear the Lora! 
hope for good, and for everlaſting} * 
Foy and Mercy. Look, at the Ge*\| the 
nerations of old, and ſee + did ever th 
any truſt in. the Lord, and wah wi 
confounded 2. Or #d any abide in bk 
bis fear, and was forſaken?, Or; te 


whom 
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dl whom did he ever deſpiſe, that cal- 
le.} led upon him? For the Lord is full 
of Compa(ſion and. Mercy, Long- 
»ffering, and very Pitiful, and 
forgiveth Sins, and. faueth in time 
of Aﬀi®ian, Wo be to fearful hearts, 
and faint hands, and the ſinner 
that goeth two ways. - Wo unto hins 
that is: faint-hearted, for he belie- 
weth. not, therefore ſhall he not be 
defended. Wo unto you that hate 
lofs Patience + and what will. ye 
do ' when the Lord fhall. viſit 
you £ They el ja? the Lord, will 
not diſobey his Word, and they that 
love him, mill keep bis ways. They 
that few 1he Lord, will ſeek. that 
i well pleaſing unto him, and they 
that love him. ſhall. be. filled with 
the Law, They that fear the Lord 
wil Por ep lr and. hums 
_ble their Souls in, bis. ſight, ſaying, 
xe. will fall into rh we - 4 
ws © f Lord, 


rm. DIY Ot he. OR I Ne. oo" han 0 2-6. a. 0 0 
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Lord, and not into the hart 1 n 


Mere or 4s his Maje 
15, Nor do Ho nlp See 
ns affitin oply that the belt 


od is an uſeftl;proper and'effl 
Qual means for working out: ue 
own Salvation 5 bat alſothat } 
abſolurely neceffary, and wi wont 
which'no Man can be faved's 
| og by who'is not e6 wed wht 
this Religious ahQ Godly Fl 
can neither. rig oh fer about 
or eg a ſte ford ms ftalf 

of mind, "20 t 

Eith the work of Kepon nos 
(by yet faithfully keep! tHe Lam! 
of God, as they oupht ro dt 
who endeavour Wy ap Why 
4 ho: God, and Þ | 

2 | 
. Rian Sandi s "Abd the - £ 


| foreit Fe pager yrs ard F 


poſe of Heayen that a nos 


— 
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ft of the Salvation which was .cem- 
ing into the World, ſhould as a 
fote-rutner. be ſent before, to 
Preach the Repentance and ob- 
ſervation of. the Divine Laws. to 
Men, and by.that means prepare 
the way for Chriſtian Righeeou(- 
neſs,}Mat. 3, . For Joh the Baptiſt 
came! preaching in the Wilderneſs 
of Fe as, ; Tak. ajing, Repent ye - 


” of Heaven is at 
het For This is 6 that was (po> 
ken of by the Prophet Bfaias, ja fay- 
The voice of one crying anthe 
fibrnc 5, prepare ye the way -- 
the Lord, wake. bir paths þ 
For the ſame purpole the Prog 
were ſent out by Jeſus Chriſt the 
Author and. High-Prie(t :of our 
op to Publiſh and reach 
this. pecellary .Ducy". of of Regen | 


| -— ons 


heard them, and deſired to be 
partakers of the Salvation which 
they Preached, from the Day 
and Care of Repentance. 
Apoſtle Paxl affirms before bh 
Agrippa, that he was cabal 
and had performed the ſame duty, 
both towards the Jews and Gens 
tiles, without any diſtinionz 
Preaching throughout all the w 
of Judea, and then to the Genti 
that they ſhould repent, and turn 
#0 God, and do works meet. fat 
repentance. When the Jun and 
others at Jeruſalem asked the que- 
ftion, what was to be done A 
thoſe who defired to be ſav 


St. Peter anſwered : As 2.- Re 


ent and be Baptized every one of 


you in the name of the Ed Feſus 
Chrip, for the remiſſion of _- 


REESE ESO COCIHSMDPTIESE DS 
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ed that Men ſhould Repent. The 
Apoſtles excepted none that 


STE GR ance > + = 


- bio > W 
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and 7 wr receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. For the Promiſe is 


- unto you, and to your children, 


and toall that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God ſhall 
call. It might be proved by a- 
bove . fix hundred Teſtimonies 
from the Holy Scripture, that: 
without the fear of the Lord and.- 
Repentance, Which is the ſecond 
Head of Dodrine we now treat 
of, and without the keeping and 
obſervation of the Laws of God, 
no Man that 18come to. Age, and 
that knows God and the nature 
of good and evi}, can obtain re- 
miſhon of fins, and the inheri- 
tance and enjoyment of the King- 
dom-of Heaven. This, our Sa- 
viour himſelf, the beſt Interpre- 

ter of his Fathers will aſſerts, ſay- 
ing, Lake 13. Except ye repent, 
J. ſhall all likewiſe-periſh : Mat.5. 


an 
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and except your righteouſneſs 
exceed the riphneouſneſs Pr” 
Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in 0 
caſe enter init the Kingdom of Heas 
ven. Now ſeeing the word Repen« 
tance is often tobe mentiohed wy 
this little Book; that it may cy 
ly appear what we mean, we! 
to take 'notice- that Rep mn 
comprehends two things 5 a 
ſtation at for{aking of - our (al 
and ill Fife paſt, and an earneſtagd 
ſincere prattice and performance 
of thoſe Virtues, As, ang 'Deeds 
which are known to be acceptil 
ble to God. As to the firſt party 
that is, the deteſtation and forls 
king of fim and a finfal life. the 
Kepentance ehiefly relates to. bd 
which is enjoyned and a_—_— 
the Chriſtian Church; of whiel 
the particulars are, the tore 
and contritron. of, heart, the 
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 Ctace of Repentance, .i9the ſab» 
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Ron of the mouth; and ſatis- . 
faction in_deed; 'to uſe the eormh- | 
tot1phiraſe and expreffiory of the = 
kind? for knowing the 'nature 
whereof, we ſhall refer you to the 
Booksof the Leatred who have 
fully haridled'and difeuſſed that 
Point; beifg reſolved here only 
to treat of the Virtue and Grace 
of Repentance;' whicl is rhe end 
and cotnplement 'of” that othet 
part: for Tt is not enough to-f4- 
ment ad bewait what 'is paſt, as 
1s cotnionly ſaid, to'confels ont 
fins, and: not commit'the ſathe a» 
gain; unleſs they who can, do 
bring forth fruits worthy of Re- 
pentarice. ' And therefore this 
art, Which'confifts ty theamend-. 
merit'of life, and in the'exetcife 


and praGtice of Righteouſneſs, o- 


therwfſe ealled the Virtue and 
ject 


a 
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jeX whereaf -we ſhall treat at fel; 
preſent. thoi 
Now the Dodrine of the Holy Ma 
Scriptures, makes this Repentana led 
the Grace of Heavenly Wiſdom (lt 
to conſiſt chiefly in thisz That} for 
Man ſhould war, againſt, his ow 
Luſts, ſubdue and overcome 
natural affetions, abſtain from 
worldly : and-carnal works, an anc 
with. all care-and, induſtry endez} fru 
vour. to perform what is conf not 
manded and approved of by God. tog 
For this Law .was laid upon thef. bri 
firſt Parent of Mankind, by that 
Myſterious and Divine Oracle, 
delivered under the Name and 
Figure of the Earth, Ger. .3. Cur: 
fed is the Earth for thy ſake 3, 
Sorrow ſhalt ou eat of it. all tht 
days o f 1) life. Thorns alſo and 
Thiph Ras it bring forth to thee: 
R- ſhalt. eat the. herb of #l 


field. 


of Chriftian Piety. - 65 
field. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt 
thou eat bread. God declared to 
Man-that that humane Earth cal- 
led: Adam, from whence he him- 
lf had the name of Adam, was 
for his ſake, that is, for his tran(- 
grefſion of the Command of God, 
curſed and made_difobedient, 
foretelling him, that 1n ſorrow 
and labour he ſhould eat of the 
fruits of that earth, which 'was 
not, throughthe curſe become al- 
together ſo barren, that it would 
bring forth no good. fruit, but 
that che good and profitable fruit 
which it did bring forth, muſt be 
the effe&> of much labour and 
pain. For as that Earth was. of 
it ſelf, to bring forth nothing but 
Thorns and Thiltles, that is, vas» 
rious. difficulties ſpringing from 
4 Luſt and Pride, which muſt be 
x rooted out by him who deſires.to 

feed 
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feed on good and generous fruit 
ſothere is need of indefatigabk 
painsand ]abour;even to thei 
of the brow, that is, tothe ns 
ſtering and diſciplining the W 
and Aﬀections, that'by ſo doin 
he may obtain” that - heavenly 
| bread which God hath promiſed 
fally to beſtow upon thoſe, wha 
m that manner work 'out thei 
own Salvation. Many Oracles 
divineScripture confirm the truth 
of this; as, Rev. 2. & 3. To hin 
that overcometh and keepeth my 
works to the end, will I give toed 
of the Tree of Life which is in 
midſt of the Paradiſe of God; ank 
4 Crown of Life. And I alſo will groe 
hint to eat of the bidden Manny 
and will give him a white ſtone, and 
in the Stone a new Name writtet, 
which no Man knoweth, ſaving 
that receiveth it; And 1 will give A | 
IDES -- 


EDEL OE SIDE 
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ol +he Morrine-Star, and he ſhall be 
| doathed inwhite Robes, and I will 
to #0 blot out bje' nume ont of the 
MH Book of Life 3 but will wake him 
I # PHles indhe-Temple-of my God,- 
if 42d he ſhall go tro more ont: and I 
W199 21#te npor bins the name of ay 
by God, ail the name of the City of 
of #3 God, whith is the new Jernſa- 
nh lem, and my new name. Rev. 21. 
8 He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 


thi rh2:5; 4nd I will be bis God, and 


 Þ+& ſhall be my Sor.  But-the feav- 
i fo intt-arbelieving, and the abo. 


af 21S ad Marderers, and 


Wl Whore racers, and Sorcercrs, and 
uy [aolateys, ard all Liars fall have 


oo their part ## the Lake wich buruah 
a with Fire ar Brimftone, whith is 


ly the ſecond death. | 

my The gtacious goodneſs of God 

« to #dfioniſh' us of theſe things, 

inf and of what conceths-our Salva- 
F tion, 
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tion, gives to all and every fig 


ner this ſeaſonable warning Rew 
I connſel thee to buy of me gold tri 
in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich 
and white raiment that thou maye 
be cloathed, and that the ſham 
thy naked: eſs do not — 
zealows therefore and repent. 
bold I ſtand at the door and knodk 
if any mun hear my voice, andy 
pen the door; I nill come in to bin 
and will ſp with him, and he. 
we, Moſt graciouſly, and fret 
then, does the Lord invite tot 


joys of his Supper, all who bei 


decently cloathed and prepant 
as they ought, pray and long 


the gladneſs of that , moſt exq 
lent Feaſt, which being liberalh 


offered by bim that invites th 


they thall at length fully enjoj 
and rejoyce with him who hat 
made them partakers of the grea t 
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7 eſt Promiſes, But we have a 
YN clear Inſtance, that he who durſt 
"4 come tothe Wedding-Feaſt, not 
4 cloathed 'with the Wedding Gar- 
4 ment, which is, Repentance and 
"4 the obſervation of the Precepts 
14 of Chriſt,was rebiiked by the an- 
4 gry King, and had this dreadful 
"4 check and' ſentence: Mat; 2». 
4 Friend, how cameſt thou in hither, 
of not having the Wedding Garment ? 
i Ther or the King to his Servants, 
14 bind bim band and foot, and take 
fl biz away, and caſt him into onter 
"Nj darkweſs: there ſhall be weeping 
Nj axd gnaſbing of teeth. The Do- 
if rine, therefore, of the Goſpel 
114 Tequires not only Faith, but Obe- 
"4 dience alſo, in him who defires 
"} to be an Heir of the promiſed 
9 Salvation: and thisObedience be- 
A gins by a true and unfeizned Re- 
08 pentance, andthews it {<1t in the 
| {cr1ous 
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bj 


ſeriqus exerciſe thereof; heat 
Judgments being denoynaed 

God upon thoſe who obey. 
the Law of the Gaſpel. 'Ng 

by the Goſpel-Law, inthis'plagl 
we -mean, the conditions: requll © 
red of them, 'who really and Y 
effet delire ra be made yoo a 

of theſe glad tidings 3: for ach 
' wiſe. without Repeptgnge-J 

the abſervation of the Prece 

of God, Men are fo tar framallf ': 
taining the divine Prawiſcs, wil it; 
they -muſt- ocrtainly..cxpedt 4 
wrath and apger of God; ». Th 

I. In flaming Fire, taking Vas 
ance of ther that know-not i 

«nd that. obey.not the (zaſpel af lh 48*, 
Lord' Jeſws Chriſt, who ſhall bel” 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruli* 
from the preſence of the Lord, a 17 
from the glory of his power «mi 
ke ſhall come to be glorified Dy 
Saimiih” 


A. of Chriſtian Piety. "XJ 

f Saints, and ito be admired of all 

I there that believe. 

Now this Wedding-Garment, 

& which every one that is called to - 

| the: Marriage, and defires to be 

Ml admitted-intothat holy Feaſt,muſt 

& and ought to be cloathed with, 

& is made up of Repentance,..and 

i the obſervation of the divine Pre- 

$ -cepts; and that it is ſo, we haye 

a the word of the King himſelf, the 

$f Lord and Maſter of the Feaſt for 

& it; who commanded his Servants 

& whomhe ſent ta call the Gueſts, 
Saying: Mat. 22. Go ye there- 

8 fore andteach all Nations, Bapti- 
wing thern-in the name of the. Fa- 

of ther, aud of the; Son,end of the Holy 

of Ghoſts \ teaching them to. obſerve 

5k all things whatſoever I command 

& 9-#7-T hat is to ſay, Repentance, | 

and the ſtudy and obſervation of 

He Precepes and Commands of 

i God ; 


I 4 4 
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God ; For fo the Lord himſg | (or 
expounds it, who, whenhe we 
-about performing the office of : 
Evangeliſt, taught publickly, 
Mark 1. ſaying: The time is fal 
filled, and the Kingdom of 'Gediii 
at band: Repent Je and believe th) mat 
Goſpel- We whi 
A clear inſtance of this isto- be nat 
ſeen in 4braham, whom God prof ed 
poled as a pattern of his free ar | ing 
moſt gracious Election,exhibiring [| ble 
unto us under the type and figure will 
of earthly and ſenſual things theſ wit 
- whole and" ſum of 'this great -my4 ing, 
ſtery :- for f-ch was the counfeldl 

God, that what things really and | why 
truly happened unto him, - the} Goj 
fame ſhould thadow:'out and't | His 
preſent the - ſpiritual bleſſing} thoj 
which belonged to us. As LY q (4] 
' written; 1Cor. IO. Al theſe this 7 15, | 
happened unto them for en ſam 


our 
| en 
her 


o 


of Chriſtien —_ i 
: Fo. dojier) and they are written for 
MM our admronition, upon  whone the 
ol ends of the World are come. Abra- 

1 hewbeing firſt called, beheved in 
God who: had. called hiai, and 

T promiſed to make-him a Father of 
th] many Nations; In God I ſay, 
'* whocalleth thoſe things which be 
n nat.astho they were : and tru(t- 
| ed: ce dog __ eleQion; know- 

to-be-the molt 

oe to Gad, Br mr 0 
re e| willingly and diligently complies 
tf with-his call,and without doubt» 
ſil 1ngfundergoes that faving-diſci-. 
as. proceeding! from him; 
[| who being the.. Fountain of all 
| Goodncls reel 3 20k himſelf, 


His Graces . 
_ 


" hor adrayuroelawry 
il (that when. he was:commanded 
ay him, from; whom: he had re-- 
ey ceived the Promiſe, to leave bis. © 
JL -Courery; his Kindre his Fas: 


4 $2 E thers 
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thers Houſe; he ebeyed,and went 
out, leaving thoſe advan 
which thoſe who live after the 
manner of this world, reap from 
their Country, Kindred, and 
Fathers Houſe: for the tative 
Country affordeth acquaintance 
and confidence, theFathersHouſe 
Wealth and Riches, and Kind: 
red, Means and Subſtancero thuſy 
who tezd their hves according 10 
the diQtates of Luſt and Anibiti« 
on. Abraham, therefore, deputts 
- _ Lord _ commanded 
im, leavi 1s untry, 'Kins 
dred, 7, Sa Houls,. nd 
Choſe to be a Stranger and Sojouts| 5; 1 


ner in a ſtrange Land, followi .: 


* 40a 


ma 


__ _ 


Lon, of 
© 
ew 


TITTY 


the Command bf God that 
him. Now wekoow, that Sem 
gers niejommmeters =y 
means, nor 

their time in Ablighes, 


_— ſo long 'n ey 


Ef 
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their condition, and behave them- 
ſcves like irq and' Sojout- 
and eadlives.; that 
that 13 not their Country or place 
of reft, but an Inn or place. of re- 
reſent, which they muſt ſhoxt- 
ly leave, and go, forward unto a. 
place of more commadious hahi- 
tation: ''' So. Abrahams being called. 
oO mga to go out of his 
into a Land that was 
to rr? Reg to him, * not only be-. 
leved; but obeyed ad put; it.in, 
execution : for he really and ip- 
deed forſook his coltry, Kin- 
_ F $= qa lang wh 
m word" and iniclinat Ne... 
He ſaid tior, 1 doit, or Te. 

F ſhe-to'dd it ayd did it not; but- 

J atvally performed what he was 
10 commanded: andin that manner 
Archers deheved in God, aud it 
IA wer accounted to hin for "Rig bte- 
tſoeſr3 mos #hat be "oli owly, 
E 2 but 


—14 


: Fe YOM oomm—————_ 


but that believing he obeyed, and 
went out unto 4 place. which be way 
to "recezve. for an inberitance, not, 
knowing whither he went. . Heb. xx, 
And that by Faith he Sojourned i in 
the Land of Promiſe, as in a ſtrange 
Conntrey, dwelling in Tabernac es, 
with Iſaac and. acob, _ the ciri 
with him of the ſame Promiſe. Acy 
cording to this precedent, who 
ever is called to the gifts and bleſs 
fings of the Heavenly rand A 
believes in, and \ would oat bi 
thar bath promiſed, defirin 
have them ide good cfring. m,. 
natiſt not only by Faith, Will, and 
TnbHeipg, buralſo in 'Deed and 
od pg a EDO uPee IR 

Po , Vanit Corru pfion, 

light $, * Pioakitrvs, Am 42A and 
other Vices of this World, 
perforth what he obliged bimſdl 

to and TI Re rheblefy fi 


. 73% 
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of Chriſtian Piety. 77 
ſed Trinity,” (iti which he profeſs 
ſed his belief; Y in/preſence of his 
God.Fathers, God-Mothers and 
Witheſſes in his Baptiſin,- through 
the "grace and aſliſtance of him 
that called him,-ro whoſe ſervice 
hexblig fied himfelF,' 'andin whoſe 
anddt Hes" Bapriſed, that is, 
phave of the'Farher, $6112ahd 
Holy Ghoſt; which grace and a= 
filtance wilt-neyer be wanting'to 
who fem a' pureand holy 
heatimplore arid beg the.ſame 
wrote Ucelyengnſiraed? 
Luke :'14. Tint come to ſend fire 
on the-Earth, and what will T if it” 
be already kindled : ? Now he pro- 
mifed\to renounce the Devil' and 
all his Works, the'Pomps and Va-' 


1 nitiesof this wicked World: and 


what are the works of the Devil, 


and\ Vanities of the World, but 


Ambirion, Luft, Avarice, and* 
E 3 the 


the delights and pleaſures of the 
Fleſh ? that is to fay, the corrupt 
manners & cuſtoms ofthis World; 
ing tothe Doarine 


which, accordi 


of the Apoltles, breed, cheriſh 


and encreaſe fin and wickedneſg, 
as itis written; x. Jobx 2. \Low 
0d the World, neither the thing 
that are in the World. If «ny May 
love the World, the love of the Fi 
ther is oo i "uo. For hy is 
iz the World, the Luft of the Fleſh, 
the Luft of the Eyes, ps the Pride 
of Life, is not of 'the Father, but. 
i of the Werld. And again, - the 
Apoſtle $. Jae: faith, Jawes 4. Te 
AdAnlterers and Adultereſſes, know 
ye. not that the friendſhip of" this 
World is enmity with God? Whe- 
ſever therefore will be a friend. 
the World, is the enemy of C 


Do ye think that the Scripture ſaith- 
in vain, The Spirit that dwelleth jt 


As 
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#, luſteth/ to exvie? Wherefore 
we malt-not only by Faith and-in 
words, but io our endeavours, 
ads, -and deeds renounce all 
worldly Pleaſures, Lults and Am- 
bitions for Virtue: confiſts; not 
in Words, but in deeds. And 
Savin &. Paxl fatth, 2 pu 7 
If a Man therefore purge bi 

fon theſe, - be ſhall bs a veſſe}, unto 
honour, ſauifled and meet for the 
Maſters uſe, and. prepare 


ret d _ e-. 
very (good work,  - And St.' Peter 
alluding to Abrabaw thus admo- 
niſheth 2 ..x Pet. 2.- | Deenly. belo+ 
ved,. | beſeech you, 4s Strangers, 
and. Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſply 
Leſte, which war againſt the Soul, 
having Mo Converſation honeſt a- 
mong the Gentiles, that whereas 
they ſpeak againſt you as evil doers, 
they mgy by your good works which 
they ſbal bebeld, glorifie God in 

E 4 the 
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the. day of Viſitation. - Wherefore 
that Faith which is commended 
and praiſed in Abraher, was notah 
idle and dead, but a living Faith, 
quickned by Charity, and -ſhew- 
ing it ſelf in the praCtice andies; 


erciſe-of Obedience, -and ſo it | 


was imputed to him for Rights 
ouſneſs, 'becauſe he really left his 
Country, ' Kindred, -and; bis F 


thers houſe, and obediently'went| 


unto. the place appointed hims 
thereby ſetting before us'alively 
inſtance of true Obedience. Whic 

Moſes imitating, Heh.” 1 t.- when 
he was come to years, refuſed to'bt 
called the Child of Pharaohs dawghs 
er, chuſmg rather to ſuffer affii@i» 
0% with the People of God, than 
70 enjoy the pleaſures of fin for 's 


ſeaſon : eſiceming- the Reproach'of 


Chriſt greater Riches than the Treas 


ſures in Egypt: for he had a reſpe® 


ante 
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wnto' the recompence of Reward. 
By Faith he ' forſook Eeypt;: mot 
wg. the wrath! of - the 'King'o 
forbe-endured as ſecing bim'who'o 
moijole. .' In-deeds then and not 
inwords alone; or an empty and: 


| idleboaſting of Faith, -muſt-eve- 


onesſhew.\himſelf "obedient: to- 
zapd brinp+forth rhe! fruies 
offerious Repentances a9-inhis - 
holy Baptiſm 'he promiſed. - Bue- 


 howlis'that\performed by'thofe, 


who never depart from iniquity? - 


upon \oceaſton of'\Confeflinp3"o0r 
takmp«the. Sacramentz\'thatthey- 


may+apain fall into the: fame op 


+ 


more 'hetnous; crimes, when tiot- 
withitmding! the conditions-'re- 
qured'of a Penivent thati-would 
worthily -receive-the"Sicrament; 
are {atisfattion and amendment of. 
lifez. which, if ſometime they.&e 
out it, they ſaon forſake, and ! 
| _ relapſe: 


82 The Praflical Rule Part. 1,| 
relapſe into the accurſed manner 


ofa ſtubborn'& inflexible nature, 
CEE: 

t re weta the end, 
the;ſame ſhall be ſaved. Ia. x.: Waſpb 
' ge, make you ckan, put away the evil 
of e's aoings from before mine 


egesr: ceaſe to-do _ dearn 10 de 

wel, Judgment, | relieve tht 

Pars f, Judge the Cerkentfe plead 
widow. Come now - and itt 


Pl gf together faith the Lord: 
vheugh your ſims be as Scarlet, thy 
_ is [Pp C 14s Saow, tho they 
hered like Crimſon, they ſhall be 
Wooll. Ceaſe todo-enil; learn to \ds 
well, ſaith God, who comparing 
the noble of Chriſtian 
limplicity and Piety, with. ithe 
fubſe -of man- 


quent | corruption 
ners,. and defe&t of Repentance 


and Obedience in his ancient Pes- 
ple, thys laments over _ 


eth, Metay 


co 
Q} 
M 
of 
de 
at! 
ob 
w] 
te 
thi 
all 


AST TT BEOS STESQUATEDSER &BDALT7 


of Chriſtian Piety. 03 


How is the faithful City become arr 


Harlot e It was full of Judgment : 
Righteouſneſs ladged in it, but now 
Murderers. Thy Silver is become 
droſi, thy Wine mixt with Water. 
Thy Princes are rebelliogs, and com 


parions of Thiewes are every. one 


that loveth Gifts, | and fellaweth 
after Rewards : they judge not the 
Fatherleſs, neither doth the cauſe 
the Widew come. unto them. 
hat: Faith . then which ..is ac- 
companied with Repentance and 
Obedience, is the Faith whereby 
Men obtain the gracious promiles - 
of Ged; not, I fay, an.jzdle: and 
dead Faith, but thatwhich-work- 
«h þy-Charity,. and believes and 
obeys. $he\. word of. God, does 
What is cammanded,. and is .de- 


| terred by-no V difficulties, but: ras 
ther- with heraick-reſolution and | 


allurance-. pecforms; whatever is 
IF EN» 
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rad af it: as it is written: Heb, 
By Faith they paſſed through 
the Red Sea, as by dry Lands 
which the' Egyptians eſſaying to do 
were CR By Faith - Wabr 
© of Jerzco on, after they were 
Lo rho ſeve - ans: By 
Faith the Harlot Rahab periſhed | 
not with them that believed not: 
when ſhe had received the Spies with. 
Peace. -And what ſhall I now ſay? 
For the time would fail me to il o 
Gideon and'of Babe, and of . 
plon, and 7 Jeptha, of David and 
#lfo Samue], and of the Prophets: | 
who throws h Faith ſubdued King-| 1 
dots, why Righteouſneſs, ob+ 
tained Promiſes, topped the mouths 
of Lions, ' quenched - the violence 
the Fire: eſcaped the edg of the 
d, ous of weakneſi were mail 
: waxed valiant in Fi jobs, guts 
ad to fight the Armies of "4 
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liens. omen received their dead, 
raiſed to life again. . -So that the 
Faith of all thoſe ſhewed-1t ſelf 
in great Works,..it betng their. 
care and ſtudy. to approve them- 
ſelves:to God, not barely: by the. 
profeſſion -of. an idle Faith, but 


| bythe obedience and practice. of 


a lively and aQtive Faith, 'and to. 
omit nothing. that for Godinefs 
ſakethey were commanded to do. . 
and on the: contrary, to act: no-. 
thing, which Religion. and Obe- 
dience taught them:to ſhun-and. 


avoid, and \ rather; to. utter. att: 


mconvenienciesand lofles,everto. 
death and reproach, .than-to. vio-. 
ate-thoſe -Precepts, :which the. 
will and word of God dthvered, 


to'be obſerved by.them. And: 
therefore they alſo, have left. to 
Polterity patterns and examples 
of true Repentance, and Obedi+ 
Rao, ence, 
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ence, as it follows 1m the ſame 


place: And others were tortured, 
not. accepting deliverance, that they 
wight obtain a better reſurreftion, 
Others bad trials of cruel mockings 
and ſcourgings; yea, moreover 
Bonds and Impriſonment. 

were ſtoned, they = fawn th 
der, were ſlain with the Sword, 
they wandred about in Sheep-king, 
and Goateskins,. being deſtitute, 
affliFed, tormented : of whom tht 
World was not worthy:they wandred 
in Deſarts, and in Mounteins.aud. 


in Dens and ex age 4 the. Barth, | 


And theſe al] baving obtained @ good 
report through Faith, received nd 
the Promiſe: God baving provided 


ſome better thing for ws :: that thy; 


without ws ſpould not be made par 


fea. The Apoltle calls the works: 
of thoſe holy Men, -and thei 
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ſtimoby of. Faith, As well in un- 
dergoing and. acting what they 
were commanded to a@ and un- 
dergo, asin declining. and ſhun» 
ning thoſe things that were: pro- 
hibited tobe done; and yet they 
obtained.-nat the -Promiſe, that 
15,'notthe full enjoyment of: the 
Kingdom-of Heaven, .which' be- 
farethe Death and Reſureation 
of Jeſus Chriſt was not as yet 
opened; that they might not be 
made perfe&t without us, who 
came at the. eleventh hour, tho 
they . were ſeverally -at ſeveral 
hours - before us, bore the heat 
and burden of: the. day, and 
wrought diligently in the Vane» 
zard. However, milk thereward 
oppointed' to.bhe part tirit to thoſe, 
Who: were called at the £levench 
hour, be'giventothe idle and neg- 
kgent> By no. means: for thats 
work- 
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workmen were _ _— tal 
they might-be-idle;'but- ra 
they Lows 8 rebuked; ':that = 
ſpent almoſt the whole dayin 
Sloth- and Idleneſs. '' Why; Tac 
the goad Man of the Houle;ſtand 
ye here all day Idle? Now they] ats 
are call'd idle; who have no-works} Vir 
no. buſineſs. todo; asthe Greek] ity 
word aspyye 7ed<by the] ſhe 
van elitt Joes clearly import, iv} the 
herefore:they who wereicals| kfs, 
hea! 
the 


led and ſentinto the..Vimeyardiat 
theEleventh houg,were not called 
to: ar-11dle Hazy Faith-only, vbat] by: 
to the exerciſe, of ailively Fail 
in obedience - toithe-. Will and: 
Commands- of : him-:that called} .* 
them, and tolabouy inthe Vine 1 
yard. no leſs than they who: wane I 
called before them, whoſe” k 
hath been proved and: tried indy” 

1 vers works;much abou i Fait 
Thi 
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mob 11v7S evidently "= the Te- 
ny of thoſe who'eame firft, 


diver in; that excellent Para- 
= who affirmed that 'the' laſt 
ht'but one-hour, They' ſaid 
by at they who were called 
at” that hour, were- idle- in'the 
Vineyard, but that they-wrought : 
itwas favour and bounty enough 
ſhewnthem by the good Man of 
the Houſe; that having wrought 
k6,'and being excuſed fronr the - 
heat' "and burden of | the day; 
they” firſt of all were rewarded 
by 'the gracious bounty of the 
Lotd,- who'ts willing to give to 
the aſt; as tothe firl(t. 
From what hath been faid then, 


i is manifeſt and clear, that an 
putative Faith,” only: laying 


told of the Promiſes, 'and: other- 


[10 "wiſe1azyand unactive, 15not that 


. 3 
\ 


Fairh which God docs-require-of 
thoſe, 
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thoſe, whom he calls to the Cong bro 
munion of Saints, and Inherp| the 
tance of the Kingdom of Heaven; - 
but a lively Faith, and ſuch as ex| for 
erciſethBelieversintheObedieng the 
and Obfervatian of thoſe thing obt 
that are commanded by-'him tha feſf: 
calleth them. For as it is not &} by 
nough to lay hold on the Promh| ally 
ſes: barely by Faith, unleſs wi] in 
aRually enjoy and pollels thyj See, 
ſame'; ſo it is not enough neither ſo 
to anſwer the Call by Faith along | © 
unleſs we alſo pay Obedience to| beer 
him that hath called -us. What Jour 
Man is he.that will fay thatity 
enough for him, to = intothy Sf 
Kingdom of Heaven by od 
that 1s, by believing, Kel he | 
ver attain to the actual fruition 
and enjoyment of the Kingda Ju, 
of God? Did God . do ſo withf brov 
the Iſraelites and the Seed: of A nu; 
brahaw, 
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+ brabuw, that\the Promiſes which 
rþ| they Jaid bold on- by Faith were 
ml never made good unto them? No: 
»| for the blefling of God whom 
| they believed and obeyed, they 
1g] obtained the. enjoyment and pof- 
at] ſeſfianof the eartbly Promiſes. Of 
&| dbrabewa great Nation. was -re- 
vþ| ally made, es} from one Ijauc, 
ml in whom God - would have his 
i Seed. to. be called, : there ſprang 
| - 0g that Moſes con- 
Dew, 1. Tam not able to 
op you #9. ſelf alone: + The Lord 
ul] your God hath multiplied you, and 
5 > akon this lay as the Stars 
Heaven'for multitude. The Lord 
as ag ror make you 
trees. je. nany\ 4s. are, 
bleſs you, as be hath Promiſed 
= fon Fhe: People + that were 
thy brought out of  Eggpt, who con- 
| ed ag Faith and Holy Qbedi- 
" ence, 
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ence,” did aQually obtain arid pe 


ſeſs the promiſed! = of Carihi i 
asft iswrittens Foſh. 1. Ariſe''y | 


. over #his Ries I and all th 
People, unto the Land which T4 
give to thene; even to the Chilarej 


Iſrael, '' Every place that: #he 'jo Y 


of your foot" fhall tread ipon,” 
bave I given unto you, as Þ fi 
unto Moſes. From the 'Wildern 


and thir 'iLebaxon, oven axto-f| ul = 


great Rider,: the River Eupt 


all the Land. of the Bites oh 


unto the great Sea towanththe' vt 
down of the Sun, ſhall be your 
God not long after confirmed 


truth 'of. all ithis. © Foſh; 24: | 


have given you a'Land for \whi 


ye did not labour; and Cities wh b 


Je built not, ys ye dwell in't 
of the Fhmigands: and Oli wu 
which ye planted not do ye eat. 


[5 


obt; 
* 
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uid alſo 'believing-.the py r 
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id thathe-ſhould obtain the King- 
"bs 1 endured/ and overcame 
31 the-hardefb of times and dangers, 
{and | bavibg at: length; obtained 
{ the Kingdom, thus did fing - 
M1 Pab..cr y 4 I-bekeved, / therefore 
vl have 1 ſpoken: Fwas greatly affiided. 
JE ha 5 all: ao "Jim 
Wl e3-: What foal! 1 render bn the - 
i Lord far all. bis | Benefits towards 
i ee &7-- $0 that all theſe Ancients 
2 nt ooly.by! Faith - laid: hold 'on 
| rays Promiſes; but- reall 
">1 obtained them, through the bleſ>" 
ls Ja God that -promifed: to 
them. to thoſe who believed - 
oþ and obeyed him : And therefore- 
the- Law-giver© not 
Fl oy. aigb, andin words orily; 'but ” 
| With.all care and dutifulnefs they! 
4 io.prattiſed true Piety, and per-'' 


tormed the. —_ and Com- 
ty,nor did any of thofe 
BUUL _ who 
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who expected. the defired Pres] ut 
miles, think or ſay it was enough 
for him, that his err, 
Predeceliors, or | Friends-had ie 
beyed the Commands and''Pry 
cepts of God, unlels he hir 
did his duty, in obehing and fy 
fillinghe Laws. ; 
being EINE our, «3 D | 
being anointed Ki ,. and thaviie 
obtained a Profiiſe of he Kir 
renner gigs 
thoſe things which we reads 
admiration. Se alfo, that we wi 
return toQur ſclves, if we di in 
as we: ought to/do, tobe: 
and indeed, made partakere 
the Spiritual Pramiſes; if hav 
a real lovefar-our :ſclves, ind! a 
ſpire to ever 'blaſs, wet 
nor eitly beheve Promi 25;by 
likewiſe in all fancerity.pra 
FICty, and perform: our: ite 
dui 
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ducies in obeying thoſe things thae 
are enjoyned and commanded us: 
Nor-muſt we. think- it enough, 
that» Chriſt hath fulfilled 'for ws 
the Law- and all Righteouſneſs; 
ubileſs believingin Chriſt, we al- 
ſoſubmit to- that part of the Law 
which s tous, to wit; the 
Precepts arnd»Commands of the 
Detdogue, wherein is comprehen- 
ded the fame of the Wil} of God, 
adLaw of Nature, and to what- 
ſoever may be lawfully deduced 
and inferred from thenee; and 
bobey the Law, that we may not 


1j{ de calledHearers only or Readers, 


F 4 
F 


p 


Interpreters orExpounders there- 
of, but rather Doers of the fame; 
ad become like to- thoſe, of 
whom it is written, Lake x. And 
were both righteous before God, 
us in all the Commandments 
of the Lord blame- 


leſs. 
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leſs. _ En bſanca = 
ers of the Lew, are Juſs vejore anc 
-'s doers of. the Law | ſhall;k| him 
Juſtified.. Wherefore whoſberg| fir! 
being called to the' Marnage Ml ind 
the Son, defiresto approve -bits| pro 
ſelf faithfully to him that callewl| qift 
him 3-;He is chiefly. ta, mitd 3hat 6n1 
there is nothing hidden from; Jun{ wit 
who ſearcheth the ſterets-of:tit] that 
heart and reins; and knoweth it ver! 
thoughts of Men afar off. . All thoi 
therefore let him ſeriouſly ſera] cory 
bout the duty: ofi true ;and Wh vity 
feigned- Repentance,] and: belt T 
grieved for all the offences of: W Coy 
ukſpent, wicked: -paſt life: liph 
him with a .contrite and: bum 
| heart, ſincerely confeſs- his 
and plead. guilty:16; the pref 
of God, aad:bis'Chuynch, that 
of. the lawful Miniſters; of; 
Church; Piouſly and Religion th 
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obey the Counſels, Admonitions 
ant Inftruftions that are given 

him, and having received Eccle- 
faftical Abſolution from the ſins 
ind wickedneſs, which he hath 
promiſed to God, and to his Mi- 


Wl miſter as a Witnels, arid Judge up- 
tl 6n Earth, to forſake ler him turn 
Wl with all his mind and mi ht, from 
i that wicked life and fi thy con- 
m verfation, from all impure 
0 thoughts, all Guile, 'Malice and 
#| coftupt Manners; ard: then 'ha- 
Wh p4: ken off and overcortiethe 


prations ' of Phide, Vanity, 


Wl Coveronſnefs,” Luſt, Eatthiy de: 


htsand Pleaſures; '3nd of Sat. 


vet may, -ahd is wont to turn 
6 VG d3 1ethimEonſtatir- 


hn theTle 1eTip tit way, and by 
Ie an freq yerit Prager call 


Won God, nd beg his favoura- 
nd gracious aſſiſtatice, whoſe 
F Mercy 
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Mercy and provident care ove 


him, he will to his expe :1ence cer-| 


rainly find, if from a pure and 
holy heart he earneſtly craves the 
fame : For noleſs hath been offs 
red and promiſed to all finn 

by him who willeth not, nor ds 
fireth their death, but that rather 
they may repent and live. Jer, 3 


Return ye back:;ſliding ohilara, 
and I will heal your back: ſliding. 
Jer. 4. If thou wilt return, 0 | 
rael, yp the Lord, return ul 
me, and if thou wilt put away thin 
abominations out of my ſight, the 
halt thou not remove. O Jerul 
lem waſh thine heart from wick 
neſs, that thou mayeſt be (; eh 
How long ſhall thy vain ho, 
lodge within thee # Og | ; 
T know the thoughts that I thin 
wards you, Ne the Lord,tl 


f owe and not of evil, ” ' gooc 
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you an expeted end. Then ſhall 
 gecall upon me, and ye ſhall go and 
pray unto me, and I will hearker 
unto you. And ye ſhall PRa_m_ 
find me, when ye ſhall ſearch for 
we with all your beart. And I wilt 
be found of you, ſaith the Lord. 
And again, Joel 2. Tarn ye unto 
me with all your heart, and with 
faſting, and with weeping, and with 
wourning, And rent your heart,and 
not your garments, and turn unto 
the Lord your God - for be is gra- 
ciows and merciful, ſlow to anger, 
and of great kindneſs, and repenteth 
him of the evil, Nevertheleſs we 
4} mult always be upon our guard, 
dg and take diligent heed, leſt ſe- 
ply curely truſting to paſt Pardons 
Py and the confident expeRation of 
k# Gods future mercy, we never. 
= ceale to do evil, and learn to do 
1m good : that is not the uſe,but the 

"i abuſe 
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abuſe of divine Clemency ant} ; 
Mercy. 'The Mercy of God 18 
indeed, from Generation to G& 
nerativn;-- but upon thoſe. th! 

fear him, and I will hear, ſaith 
the" Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 85. what Gill 
the Lord will ſay: for he will ſped 
Peave unto the People, and to hit 
Saints: but let them not retarn &| 
gain to Folly. Again, Tſaias faith 
Ha. 30. Therefore will the Lord 
wait that ' he may be graciows wilt} _ 
y0u. The Lord'will wait thathe} 4 
may be gracious, -faith he, 'n&t} } 
that they who are waited fot, 
ſhould heap ſin upon fin, and re 
turn unto the vomit z burbecauſe} th 
he hath promifed mercy to the} #67 
who. with- their whole heart;k 
turri unto him; that they ſtall 
18-awe, atid greatly fear any monty 1 
to offend him: otherwiſe, as mf are 
ſame Prophet faith, Theo {pit 
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will the Lord. be exalted that he may 
have Mercy upon you: for the Lord 
x a God of Judgment, who denies 
not his promiled Mercy to any 
that rightly ſeek 1t, but withall 
does not far ever delay, but in 
due time .inflid the puniſhments, 
which, are. appointed ro' .thofe 
whoſe heart is not right and ſfted- 
faſt with him. There is no time 
with God void of Mercy towards 


thoſe who hinder not their:own 


Mercy 3 Now they do hinder it, 
who after-the hardog(s.and impe- 
nitence of their heart, treaſure 
up to themſelves wrath againft 
the day. of wrath. 1/2. 66, To: 
this Man will | 1:0kfaith the Lord, 
even to: bimthat is poor,  and\ af \a 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth.at iny 
word. But concerning thoſe who 
are act truly poor, -ot a contrite 
ſpirit, and tremble at his word, 
F 3 lee 


he hath pronounc'd this Sentence; 
- He that killeth an Ox, is as if h 
flew a Man: he that Sacrificah 1 
Lamb, as if he cut off a Dogs neck 
he that Offereth an Oblation, ar if 
he Offered Swines Blood 5 he tha 
burneth Incenſe, as if be bleſſed a 
Idol: x Kings 8. they have chaſes 
their own ways, and their Soul d+ 
lebteth in their abominations. The) 
therefore that have committ 

fin (for, as Solomon ſaith, there 
is no Man that finneth not ) mult 
conſtantly keep in the way of R& 
pentance,and denying che 
hear and follow him, who hat 


» i 
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ſaid; Not be that beginneth, bl 
he that endureth to the end, the fam 
ſhall be ſaved. They muſt fron 
their whole heart and Soul, Re 
nounce the Devil and all by 
works, the pomps, and vaniie 
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of this wicked world,as they have 
promiſed and vowed 1n their Ba- 
ptiſm: otherwiſe, Jer.8. bas. ſaith 
the Lord, ſhall they fall, and not 
ariſe ? ſhall be turn away and not 
return © why then is this People of 
Jeruſalem ſlidder back,, by a per- 
petwal back: ſliding £ The Lord calls 
it a perpetual back-ſliding, when 
men in 'thetr manners, retain and 
follow that wicked courſe of life, 
which in word or thought they 
may have condemned, and falfly 
profeſiing and boaſting of their 
Repentance, do not conſcienti- 


«ouſly perform the duty of it, but 
belying their own hearts, deceive 


themſelves, and not God nor his 

Miniſter, to whom 'they promi- 

ſed a ſerious amendment of life : 

This the Lord finds fault with, 

by the ſame Prophet, They hold © 

faſt deceit, they refuſe to return, I 
F 


4 heark- 
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hearkned and'beard, but they ſpalg 
not aright : no Marr repented hin 
of his wickedneſs, ſaying, what hew 
I dornves Every one turned to by 
Courſe, as the Horſe raſteth intothe| þ 
Battel. The Lord, indeed, -wain| | 
_ that he may have mercy: AG 
and uſes' patience,” nat. W 
that any ſhould periſh, but 
all ſhould come to Rporls ſei 
Come to Repentance, faith that 
Apoſtle, who knew that Repeys 
tance was neceffary to finnerg | + 
for appealing the wrath, and obs} | 
taining the mercy of God. Now | <- 
the Holy Spirit does plainly tell 
us, that the long-ſuffering of God 
is not everlaſting, -tho.we believe] | 
and confeſs his Mercy to be iſs 
nite. 'Pſal.'7. God Judgeth the the 
Rightcous, and God is. angry with'| be 
the Wicked every day; if "%e tart: Re 
net, he will whet bis. Sword y {t. 
hath } © 
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b oma fo ſoon as they heard- 
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hath bent his Bow, and madeiitrea- 
dy, he bath alſo prepared for him 
the inſtruments of death : He or- 
daineth iis arrows againſt the: Per- 
ſecators, When God Almighty was . 
about to de{troy the old Warld, 
becaule of fin, he allotted them. 
aioertdin time to repent: 1114s 
itidweitten, Ger, 6. :4nd.the Lord 
ſaid}, my. Spirit. ſhall not. always 
ferive- wito Man, for "that he- dlſo 
«Fleſh ; yet his days. hall" be car 
byndred and tweity gear s..: 'At.the 
end-of which'all Mankitd perth” 
edan-the Flood; fave: enly..the 
Family of Noab, whoin that Age 
was found Righteoils i in.the light 
&> Gdd.- The People of Niziveb: 
being watned:. by "the: Prophet, 
thataſter forty days. they' ſhould 
| be deſtroyed, delayed not their 
| Repentance until the laſt day,but. - 


the - 
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the denunciation ; allthat time, | 
fay, was employe@ and ſpentj 
faſting and 25< Ag for avert 
the wrath of God, imploring d- 
vine mercy and: amending” thex 
finfu} lives :-asit is written, Joxe; 
fund Jonah begag to enter into 
Gity a-days: Fourney, and he criel 
and ſaid get fourty days, and Ne 
neveh ſhall be overthrown. Soth 
People of Nineveh belicved: Gul 
ana- Proclaimed a-Faſt, and put 
Wackoloth from: the greateſt of they 
even fo the leaſt of thens: for wird} wi 
came unto the King of Ninevet] 
and he aroſe from- bis. Throm, 
aud he. laid\ bis Robe from hi 
: and covered bim with Sackeloth, 
and: ſale in Aſhes, and he cauſed 
be procliximed and publiſhed thru y 
Nineveh, (by the. Decree of tt 
King. and his. Nobles.)- ſaying, pF 
' neither Map nor. Beaft,. o_ 
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Flack taſt any thing 5 let them not 
feed nor drink'water. But let Man 
and. Beaſt be covered with Sack- 
cloth 3--and cry mightily unto God ; 
ea let them turn every one from 
their evil way, and. from the vio- 
lence that is in their hands. Who can 
tell if God will. turn and repent, 
and turn away from his fierce anger, 
that we periſh not? and God: ſam-+ 
their works, #hat they turned from 
their evil way, and God repented of / 
the evil that be bad ſaid, that. he © 
would do unto thenty and be did it. 


#01, 


The Men of Njreveh will riſe 
in Judgment. againſt choſe who' 
having been warned-not once,but 


often,: yet have. not turned from + 


their evil ways; or. who: have de- 
hyed-the:duty .of a ferious Re- 


x penance, ,to-the laſt day -of-their 


fe, living inthe mean time wick: - * 
edly, , : 
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edly, and following'the Vanities, 
Lufts, Ambitiori, Pride, and Vi 
ces of the World : whereas! ny 
Man ought, or.eih ſay, that No 
allowed to put off the exercife uf 
Repentance to the extremity of 
lifezſince upon the firſtcall andatk 
monition, all Men are command 
ed to turn and be'convertedunty 
the Lord. To day; faith:che No 
ly Ghoſt, if you wrll hear his voing | 
barden not your hearts, Heb" 
_ Let 3 therefore fear, faith the 
poſtle, Teſt a Promiſe being left 
of entring into his Reſt, any i” 
ſhonld ſeem to come ſhort of 38. ge: 
anto #5 was the Gift Prntel " 
well 4s unto them. "Let ws la 
therefore to enter -7to "that Reſt 
Now he ſhall net enter; 'who'#] 
beyeth not the voice of him that 
calleth him, nor he'be owned, 
who hath. not lawfully ——_ 
IM 


— 


= FESTS +” ae aeES T5 5, 


— b 


have writer} on that Subject, nw 


of Chriftren" Pid'y.”” nog © 
x Cor. 9. Know ze not, ſaith'$t, 
Pal, that they "which run in, a 
race, run all, but «one winneth the 
prize? "fo ran fhat you. map obtgin.. 
We are to run-and-hot-go, back; 
to run and not. to: {kand (til; gc- 
cording to the Apoſtle; We-are 
w/run-riot ſlowly but lawfully ; 
and- with: fo: nhaoh {more the: 
greater pains; daſtgence and eare; 
by how: much. the Prize ſet- be- 
foreths is to be clteemed/and: pre- 
ferred before a Crown of 'Olive;. 
Smallage, or Oak-leaves. Now 
what:pamb.afnd labourthey were 
2t\t0: exerciſe themſelves: wha: 


were'to run 12-the Tacey. that FEY 


ther Luxury might ſoften; ner 
Lazinefs::dulb:them!, they: who 


4 


" © 


FS 


vere metam, | 


davit & alfit, i 
Abſtinuit Venere &* vino, eh; 


. _ Wiſl'd goatto obtain; |» 
Much anxious: toil ' endures 
colds, heats, and pain;. '. 

And Wine, and Women ſhung 
&cs LS _ 


And they; as St. Panl ſaith; 
temperate in all things, that thy 
may obtain a truptible Crowne 
but we an incoFFyptible. Now-It 
is manifeſt, that -the-.long-ſaffer 
ing and patience of God for- the 
repentance of all andeveryſinnet, 
is limited within certain bounds; 
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Dui cupit* optatan ' curſu contis| -t5 


Malta tulit, citque puer, fu ; 


The: Youth who; irives; tl al 


TL ET. SS 


for after death' there: is. no- pay 
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for repentance, ſo- that we muſt, 


(if ever Y repent in this hfe, 

therefore ſince experiencett 
If convinceth us of the ſhortneſs 
of life, beſides- what divine wif. 
dom teacheth us,that Mar: is of few 
days, and the number of his months 


#with thee; Fob 14. we ought'ito | 


eonfider che extent and- limits-of 
divine- patience 'and long-ſuffer» 
ing, and-not to truſt to that dan- 
gerous hope, which: hath. decei- 
yed ' many; who have : deferred 


| the ongee of ſerious repen- 
tance to the very laſt day-of their 


life. For tho the uſe and improve- 
ment of life be. left tothe: will 
and pteaſure of ' Man, yet the 
time and manner: of death is not 
m'his option. Now as: the wa 
and manner of living is two-fol 
the one large and broad, and the 
other ſtrait and narrow: fo __ 
leit 
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left to. Man to chooſe: which; to 
the two he/pleaſeth3.yet he-isnal wou 
only adviſed; buteven comniand{ peſes 
ed tochooſe -that [which is, bet} Wil 
and ſafeſt 3 as 1t is-written, Da the 
39. See, T. have ſet before thee-thi mad 
.Aay life and good, and death 4 i] leſs 
evil, in that I command thee. t f 
day, to 'lavethe Lord, thy:God, 

evalk, in js ways, and to hk ; 
cotemanaments, and bis figtnt 

and bis judgments, that thou Fl l 
£/#- live, ec. Therefore chuſe lift 
that both than and thy feeg.tway bi 
that. thou mayeſt love he org 
God, andthat thou! mayeſt obe 

woire, and that thon mayeſt clen 

wirto him : for he is thy life, «pdth 

length of thy days: 

Now of the vine hundred 

ſeven ways of death, which's 
obſerved to happen unto | 


without violence 3 it 14 not | 
to. ſt > 
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of to him to chooſe which of all he 
al would ſubmit unto, but that is 
&f reſerved to the Providence and 
. Willof God, in whoſe hands are 
the iſſues of death. It is great 
, madneſs.a0d folly then, and no 
df le dangerous temerity, to neg- 
#1 left ithoſe things which are laid 
1 before- us; -as ſake, certain, 
vi ſent to our view, and but few ul 
«| number ; and to-ſet our minds on 
bf things that are remote, foreign 
fe, Diver happineſs, uncertain, ma- 
bf oy and various, and hkewtſe moſt 
4 difficult. Again, who ſeeth 'not, 
WI bow wicked a thing it is, ta ex- 
wy pect and defiretbat the dehgned 
=] and atteGted loſs of our: whole 
"v4 life; ſhould: be made: up by: the 
09 Prayer of a Minutes or leſs contt- 
ry nance at» laſt? And: that he 
i £quld look for the honour and 
it ye of the race or hght, who 
| hat h 
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hath neitherrun nor fought,whal 6c 
yet he might and ought to haw fr 1 
done it? In a word, how 181 for 
judgment depraved who deſirg 
wickedly and careleſly to live,an 

to die holily? Whatever otheq 
may think of this matter, I an 
little concerned : but am ſtill 
opinion, and do affirm that ſug 
opinions are full. of danger, an ; 
that many have been thereby& 
ceived, If the inſtance of” tail 
finful woman, or of the Thietll| 5 
the Goſpel be objedted to us, 41 
ſhall willingly admit of it'll. 
confirmation of the truth, all. 
retort it back again. For tl 
woman who was a finner 10 il 
City, when once ſhe had couyq 
to Chrift, and found him me 
ful; by a continued exeraled 
Repentance, and Sandtity of Ii : 
for the future, ſhe ſecured to forſ 
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felf his favour and bleffing : fo 

* far was ſhe from eftranging him 
from her, ' by new ſins and offen- 
ue ces. And the Thief at the fame 
MN timethat he was inſtructed in the 
M truth of Chriſt, began a ſerious 
W Repentance which with a. con- 
" ftant mind he continued til} the 
a! ht breath of his life, and would 
W in at probability, have continu- 
& editlonger, tf either he had efca« 
ant ped death that day, or hung lon» 
* ger alive upon the Crofs : whom 
* that common torment of the pn- 
wi niſhment, made greater by the 
Wd breaking of his legs, diverted 
my not from the thoughts of his 
7 own Salvation , ror the contem- 
wo of his Saviour. And we 
& have reaſon to- think, that if he 


#7 had known the grace and truthof 
Chriſt before, he would have 
forſaken his wicked courſes, and 
given 


| the Crofs, ought exattly to im] i 
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given bimſelt wholly to the dy 
ties of a ſerious Repentance., - 

a word, whatever may be ſaic 
it ismoſt certain, that the Thiek| f 
to the knowledge of Chriſt; j jo0w nnc 
ed an exraordinary faith, ag| tha 
knowledged: his heinous offer} Wo 
ces, detelied his, paſt life, -cons| wic 
verted; himſelf wholly to the wp] fer 
thor of his Salvation,* enduring] ni! 
not only patiently but one W 
ly the bittercſt torments of death] fam 
that he magnified the-Juſtice all ſent 
God, , conſtantly - implored-. hy to 
Mercy,which being promiſed huny] pe 
he embraced with a firm and}. dt 
ſteddy Faith, and that at lengil i 
he ohtaioed ſ{alvation-- throughlcor 
the/Mercy and. Grace -of Choe ther 
Jeſus, who had'promiſed it. Wheat 
ſoever. would make the right. ale | the 
of this inſtance of the Thief on] thi 


tate] ' 


ity Clriflien Pay.” © 1 17 


= it, that he may at length figd. 
rofit and. advantage thereof. 
bon 'tHerefore, as he. Knows 
I the Son of God; the molt 
innocent Jeſus, that Lamb of God 
that taketh away the. fins of the 
World, hath for the offences.and; 
wickedneſſes .of the World ſat. 
fered.a molt bitter and i zh 
nious death, . and that-he From: 
own fins deferved to be in- the 
vl fame condemnation, and to " 
fl ſentenced to Hell- fires, he ought 
il to bewail and deteſt his paſt Ye 
ing] polluted with all ſorts of ſins and 
ad offences ; and with a ſerious'and 
th | arty Repetitance and ſorrow, 
gb| confeſs the ſane; implore divine 
nit] 3 Þ frame | his. thoughts 
bo xd E res, as if he were'to dic, 
le the ſameminute he thinks of theſe : 
-00| things, that; he may, from. him 
mi "ho being truly called upon, 1s 
tate never 


never wanting, hear thoſe joyful 


tidings : Verily I ſay wato thee, [; 
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' this day ' ſhalt thou be with me in| w; 


Paradiſe : and through the bleſs | Ke 


and grace of God upon his 
go 6h. 16 make ſure of t 


which he hath conceived] don 


by F, aith. Is it robe thought that 


if the Thief, after that he rect bis 


| 


ved that promiſe, had lived and 
| been cured, would have been fo[ þ 
unmineful of ſo oreat a blef lk 
ahd 'of his own Salvation, as to[ 


have returned again to by al 4 


cuſtomed robberies? or that 
through an erroneous opinion © 
the extraordinary merctfulncGd 
Chriſt, he would have again 
turned to his vornit, and wy 
his Repentance till the 1 | 
of his life, when he ſhould þ 
apain taken, condemned, and n 


| & 
F to the Croſs? zrant that Chil | 


; # 
+\F 
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-js moſt eafie to be entreated, as 
indeed he is, ( tho not to thoſe 
who _other mock God with their 
tance , than are ſeriouſly 
converted ) fo eafie, I ſay, that 
ſeventy and ſeven times c Pars 
dons a ſinner, who turns to him 
i truth; and who commune 
bis diſciples to do the like: .y 
who dare affirm, that as _ p 
of he ioneth, ſo often the long-ſuf- 
x | fering of God will wait for his 
0] Repentance? who dare be ſo bold 
u wx. to deſire .of the Almighty, 
| At go may lead a corrupt and 
1 d fe, and- not want an 
<\h hot rs time to repent in, when 
>| be 1 the brink of death ? 
ho) 1 Nev - leſs what does he ſeem 
deſire elſe, who defers the (e- 
1s duties of Repentance, that 
| the true hatred and renunci- 
w\[- zof his vices, with the firm 
W purpoſe 


- em 


” 1720 The Priviieet Rib Partl, 


urpoſe of virtue and 
ment, \rill the la{t-day of bis tie) 'to 
sthav tbimitatethe Thief. May 
alene, or "vr, Peter >: who 
coming-to bimſelf, acknowleds| 1 
ed his fin, and avoiding't | co 
Cr oud by whoſe company and | 'Y 
ſcourſes he had beery draw#th, allf| pee 
almoſt fored into officice.we "4t | bis 
mo and wept bitterty,” rettth| a 
no more to: thoſe whe h: ad] cal 
beck the occaſion of His Fall;bitl., 
clexving dofe to'the-fociety® b| a1 
the other Diſciples, -whom'f 
by<xatople #nd aifedtfe the, & 
firmed in the hope of thei Mb 
ſters Reſurre@iort3 domy as'l 
Lord commanded hmm en-Hl 
whey tho art converted, 20008 
#1 brethren. fol 5 
"Theke are the Hltebih 
Repentance moſt accept wy 
God and profitable to Mar, wines 
whoſ 8 


to Chris Pity. þ $2 
er, will ſeriouſly imitate 
| to his own, Salvation, mirſt ne- 
pou. EE imſelf, that is, his- con- 
iſcx amps and: vani- 
"be yg d, reform the 


z taken, 
aith, and 
n Cow Chriſt, 
lt off fl aig ln that may 
GR from, or hinder. him 
hl and always have 
what the; Lord hath 
d ta our fcrious pra- 
2 9. If aus Man wilt 
W les ; bet tim deny bims- 


Yay wy wks Sage 7th and and 


4 Mendarats end, 5a Fea 
NW || he Javed We no. Man baving 
be 1 s bend to the plongh, and - 

jd w hack is fi for the; King- 
hoſols # dom 
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FER: Hat * 2p Cel | 
"himſelf," fr fs himſelf” tobe] co 
"deceived by others. © This is th po 
plain, ſure” and: fe Way; "thi 
"Hathi ths promiſe 6 goo; ace 
"Rip entince, EO, whiche 
'Try w7 ooh hr *catefully to et 
"Gout perſiſt” m, and ptofert 
'to the end: "This is the wh bal 
"never Ueceivediam Van, we pe 
' certainly Drier of ae oY ln 
"therein to 'eternal/ Salvation nu the! 
"laſt, F or it is written, Pia 
get To5 You ek 

at [RK Ov4" Sono 
"Bt ſtreneth:: 
"Yerhart Yer wt Pics 

-- ia what Af ſoever. he f 
end this mortal fe, hi 
"Abett tive." BJ Ba 
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| beſt 'not forſaken thewe that ſeck 
be. Tie cwar of Lazarss was 
b| mean'and obſcure itr the eyes of 
vl Men; but that of therich Man 
conſp icuous; 'and his' Funeral 

tk yompous, The rich Man died 
h: ard was buried: however the Soul 
of the-former was received'into 

Fi Wrabam's bolom,wherrthis Mans 

t+| $out' was 'ſent down” into Hell. 
t Wherefore let thoſe 'who' eirhec 

kg never ſerabour the work of Re- 
| vi -penrance. aright, or putt off to 
*d.the hour 'of death, 'or 'often- in 
ill theie life-time begitt it, and asof- 

4 4 ten again-leave it off; 3 tet them, 
"apr what-ground they 

a nþ eto do' fo, and: what divine 
fiſethey catt pretend to truſt | 

5 for itis not in'qur power to 

our- 'time - when we 

Spe wold; *and-- whether. God will 
My Frant'it to us -according to our 
1 G23. wiltes 


wiſhes, is much to be doubted, Ay 
'tis written:Thow haſt trodden down 
all t hem that err from thy Statutes; 
for their deceit is falſhood., No Do- 
Qor of the Chriſtian Church, 
(for what I know ) ever taught 
us to put off and delay Repen- 
tance and amendment. of life, 
till the laſt day of livings ner 
promiſed any happy -ſucceſs to 
thoſe that did fo ; nay St. 
doubts of the condition of thoſe 
delayers of ſerious Repentance, 
till the hour of death, and we 
haveno reaſon but, with St, A 
ſtin, to doubt of the fame. We 
be to fearful hearts, and faim 
hands, -and the ſinner thet geeth 
iws ways. Wewll be unto many 


to whom opportunity and theat | 


vantages of amending their JW | 
bas been dw granted, 
whilt they were alive and 

health 
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health, and whilſt God waited 
for them, and who ſtil] perſiſting 
in their wickedneſs, their too 
hte defire of Repentance, will 
through their own fault, be un-. 
profitable ro- them. Many in- 
ſtances of wicked Men, who die 
without Repentance happen dai- 
lyz ſome ſnatcht away by ſud- 
den death, others killed, fome 
calt away at Sea, others ſhin in 
Battel, or brought to-their end 
by thunder, lightning, and many 
other ways : who, perhaps, if 

their liveshad been longer, would 
have ferioufty fet about the work 
of Repentance; but it hath ſeem- 
ed otherwiſe” to the Judgment: 
and Deeree of God, who, ſeeing 


. he does all that is neceſſary for 


reclaiming of ſinners, is not al-- 
ways wont to ſuperadd more 
than ought to be. expeted, Mat. 
| G 3 II. 


11. Had God done the mighty 


works in Tyre. and Sidon, which | 


be did in Chorazin and Bethſaida 
he knew , that they would. haut 
repented in Sack-cloth and aſhes, 
Hud if the mighty works which were 
done in Capernaum,had been dong 
in Sodom, it alſo, upon the word 
of our Saviour, would bave.re. 
mained until this day. But ſeei 
the aps +> had done for thok 
places what was enough, 1n-his 
m righteous Judgment, he was 
not-willing to add more than way 
ſufficient. How many of thoſe, 
who: have led a wicked and flt- 
ful life, and (till profeſſed, an iny 
clination and deſire. to die well, 
have either had the death they 
wiſhed for, or a bleſſed and hap- 
py .cnd? How every Man ſhall 
end his days, depends not ol 
bimſelf, but on the Counſel and 
Decree 
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had, of God: as It Is writteh, 


TY . He that is our God, is 
Tap 


Siali/ttion, ' and uxto 
id Hhe” Lord * telows the i/ſnes 
7 death. Bit God ſhall wound 
wy herd of his exemies: and the - 
bury ſealp of if fuch a one as goeth on 
Þ in bis Treſpaſſes.\ 'Molt terris 
[ealo, and yer moſt certain, ts 
that Sentence pronounced by di- 
vine Oracle. Pſal. '34, Evil ſhall 
y the wicked: and they that hate 
Go righteous foal be deſolite: But 
ge atethe Promiſes and hopes 
at the Scripture 'gives to thoſe 
who love piety, and are of a pe- 
vitent and obedient heart, which 
We ſhould always have before our 
&. The Lord redeemeth the Soul 
hy Servants," #4 none of thee 
that truſt ir bing ſhall be deſolate. 
Eet us then a little conſider, what 
theſe Men do, who leaving off to 
i 07 GH! bring 


bring forth the fruits of Repens 
tance, fall into the unman 
vices of a corrupt and finful 


neration ; and yer, wiſh, and de, 
fire a happy end. They do ma | 


lefs than change Gold, Jewels 
and the moſt precious ng, fot 
moſt ſordid and filthy traſh, an 
prefer flavery, before Liberty and 
s Kingdom: They chuſe painand 
vexation before true pleaſure, 
rej real and laſting honour, for 
ignominy, diſhonour, :and cat 
tempt, true riches for ſordid want 
and ina word, truth it ſelt for var 
nity. What Judgment will God 
make of men of ſuch Principles? 
Since all wife Men defervedly 
reckon them the greateſt of fools 
Would it not be a better, and far 
wiſer courſe, more certam 

Gods bleſling, and more eaſieand 
profitable to us, to endeavour 


and- 


—_—_—— 
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and ſtudy ſo tolive, as we would 
pet and defire to die? It was . 
the only anſwer. I : always made 
to thoſe who have often asked 


me, what was the beſt ; way for. 


ene to die well, to wit, To die. 
well, we muſt live well, Now they. 
who deſire to work out their. 
own Salvation mult, learn to be. 
wiſer by the many inſtances,which . 
have heard and ſeen of thoſe 


who have died without Repen-. 


tance. Nay a .wiſe: and diſcreet. 
Refletiononthe nature of things, 
will convince. us that there. is no-.. 


my oe. worthy. Man, as he . 
I 4 


n, endowed. with Reaſon, 


| and partaker of Heavenly know- 


ledge, than probity, ſanſticy,and : 
innocence of life; and . on the. 
contrary, that filthineſs, luxury, 


| pride,  covetouſneſs, ambition, 


and all: corruptions of life and 
Qs: man-. 


OE \ 


130 The Pratlica art 
manners, are moſt unbeſceming} 


bis nature : but of all Men Chez 
ſtians ought to-be. the moſt can 
vinced - of this whom God hath 


bleſſed with the knowledg of | 


Heavenly and Earthly matt 
and. of the true hanpinell 
Mankind, teaching and. inſtryt 
ing them by the precepts ali 
rules of his revealed will, ſo az 
he hath not done to every Nath 
on, whoſe Judgments they have 
got known, « But if .this ſtrong 
and.univerſal reafon do not move 
them, at leaſt. they ſhould be fo 
far prevailed .upon,. as to learn 
wiſdom from, the dangers. of: 0 


thers, and. to.:conlider that the 


many inſtances of thoſe who hays 
periſhed without Repentance be: 
longs to them, whom, our. God, 
the Father of, all. Mercy, wary 


by. ſuch examples, to.havea "7 


We Part” 
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for it is Written, 
F here were preſent at 
, Jome* that told. him.o 

he lileans, '1Þþoſe blood Pilate 
hitl'h neled* with their Sacrifices, 


whe, 11. 


| = b ns anſwering, ſaid unts 


#ppoſe ye that theſe Galile- 
('F ennph abou? all: the'Ga- 

e they fr ſuffered ſuch 

oo Dell y on; nay 5- bit except. 
repes ye ul all likewiſe periſh: 
Re erghteen,. npor- whom the- 
oi in Siloam: feb, and fhwthen, 
Je that they were ' (inner s > a« 


Z Merthas dwelt in Jeraſa- 
yy iy t-ll you; may : but » except 


x fepent; Je fab, All At pee 


6 Tf we wile 'turn'oUr' Eyes: .and 
thoughts to-'that"pattern' which 
God hath propoſed to be im 
tated by all-the* Faithful, we ſhall. 
pany, underſtand that: Abrahazs + 


after : 


after he bad left his 


ek pnP's Country, Kindred, | 


never returneda 
or Meſopotamia, 
Sojourned in ſeveral places,accor. 


gain into Cha 


ding to the willand appointment ' 


of God, ſpending his whole. li 


would not die, nor be buried 
any where, but there where. he 
had received the Promules :. 
move a foot from thole p 
wherein he was warned 


Heaven to tarry. and = 


Wherefore theHoly Scripture ads 
moniſhing thoſe wha aze the true 
children of Abrebow, that is, his 
ſpiritual Children, whais called 
the Father of many Nations, of 


their duty, in imitation of. their 
fathers example, faith: 7 $1, 


Hearkes, 


at travelled and 


even to death,. in. the obedie © 
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Hearken to me, ge that follow af- 
| fer righteouſneſs, ye. that ſeek the 
Lord : look unto the rock "whence 
ye are hewen, and to the hole of the 
pit whence Je are digged. Look unto 
Abraham your Father, end unto 
Grab that bare -you; for I called 
bins lokxe, and bleſſed hin, and en- 
Feoed him : 4s being a Man who 
tmly. believed, and diligently 
obeyed God that called him,Cel.3. 
So ther they which be of the Faith, 
0d imitate the example” of 4- 
tbaze). are bleſſed with faitbfid- 
Abraham. gs 4 
Wherefore, my dear fellow 
Chriſtians, being furniſhed with 
all theſe precepts and inftruQions. 
of. God the Father, and-of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
Maſter, let us in the firlt place, 
takediligent heed that we fin not. 
For that indeed is beſt : . but be- 
cauſe 


 ISITIEL 


cauſe all the Sons of Adam are D.. 


2» 
A 


der fin, the wiſeſt counſel and 
moſt acceptablet9 God, that a 

be given, 10 the,next place is, that 
be who hath ſinned, would: with: 
all his heart and mind turn tg 
God : 1 John 2, for we have ay 
advocate with the - Father, iſ 
Chriſs the Righteons ©. and bes” X 
propitiation for our. ſins <. and, 

for ours only, ,but [alſo for. the 
of thewhole world. It he be ſought 
of us with a contrite and hum 
heart :. which. the Lord | himſell 
declares: -To this Man will I look, 
even ta bim that js poor and, of 4 


contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at:| yo 


m1. word. Wherefore the Apo- 
te St. John admonilhes us, laying, 
I. John 3. Beloved, if our . heart: 
condemn us not, then bave we (0m: 
fidence towards God, And. what(o- 
ever. we ach, we receive of him 
| becauſe: 


5 
* 
* Py 
4" Vis | 
[IMS | - 
4 = 4 
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becauſe we keep bis commandments, 
*; fo A things that are pleaſing 
got - St. Jon expreſsly 
Wt, 4 at we ſhall obtain ki 0 
we ask of "God. in order to- 
our:Salvation, who will give his 
good ſpirit to thoſe. that ſeek 
= our heart condemn us not: 
EH he ſaith may be proved by 
this, if we keep his .command- 
qi and. do thoſe things that 
leafi ing in his ſight. Our. 
kord and Maſter commands, the 
"a Jobn 14. If ye love me; 
my commandments. And T1 will 
ray the. Father, aud he. ſhall give 
S.. another comforter, that he may 
ide with you for. ever 5, even the 
F:- + of truth, who the world can- 
wot receive; ſeeing the Luſt, and: 
; Pride, the Pomp and Vanity, 
with all the” other Vices of this 
Nould a are an abomination to hirt - 
b 2 Tim. t.. 
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2-Time. 2. Butif a Man purge 


elf from theſe, he ſhall be a Þ 
p14 oben Taeifed and 


for the Maſters wſe, and. prepat 


unto every good work, bf 7% 
"The ſumthen of all that kai q 
been faid, in ſhort _is this, whos | & 

Ever with a pure- and holy neart | ; 

believes the Mgr of God to, 


ly. renounce the mps. and x] 1 
nities of this World, and the fits | x 
ful Luſts and Deſires of the Flellh | 
and make good his profeſſion t q : 
Repentance, by a true and eat} 
forſzking of all fin and viey| & 
and a following after Righteou 4 1 
neſs; and obedience to the coms. 
mands of God with a zealous and! { 
conſtant care. Of: this care w& 
ſhall ſpeak hereafter, having fink 
laid down for a certain truth; Ih- 


(which we cannot inculcate too: 


ot, 


RE & 
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en.) that the holy ſpirit can- 
a heart bolliited with 
*] th "pleaſures, and 0- 
1] ther corruptions of the fleſh, the 
=1 ſpirit, Lay, of ſanfification, by 
| ch, who; are acted, are. the 
Fon. Wn, God. ; For this is the ex- 
ſentence of God Almighty 
b| himſelf, which hath been alledged 
| alre wa and ought often to be 
*| cited; Cer, My irit ſball not. 
ys ſtrive wit Aw, for that 
be alla LH, p, has is to fay, fo 
1 lon n js fleſh, and abeys 
Po etl and Jults. of the fleſh, 
71 ſhallnot be egutaker of my ſpirit, 
-F And this ſentence was prongun- 


id by God,at'that time whenthe 
ns.of God coming in unto the 
wghters of Men, perverted all 

he rules c of Picty and Virtue,and 

ned Rightequſnels into Toiqui- 
hey who believed the 
__ Promt- 


Promiſes of God made poto 4d a 
121 


the comglon-Patetit of: 

and, being endowed.) Bo 
Faith, exerciſed. themſelve 
the practice of Piety, are 1h 
Iy. Scripture called the Sons. 


God: for amongſt'them Rel. 


ſerved the knowledg of the Re] ; 


demption and Salvation of M 


kind by the holy Seed of the Wav] þ 


man: and 'they, being anirmate 
with the Faith and Hope of tus 


- promiſed Salvation, ſhunned'U | 5; 


worldly ambition. and *corrupt 
on, leading a life neither mags 
ficent nor Plendid, nor attend 

with the glory and deligh 
which Men admire, bat low, 
deft, 4nd mean, living'io rhet 
ry habitations of cortages, 't 
caves and dens, and were ati 
ed with ſober poverty, ir} ithitss 
cion of their common Parepits 
3 PIVSR30C OTF SV dub 
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| day and. Eve,, whom, God, har 

viog. cloathed. them with. coats 
Me of Beaſts; sKins, command 
ed to live contented, willing that 


9] they who by their own fault had 


forteited the ſovereignty of the 
* | World, ſhould Jivelike ſtrangers 
| andſojourners in it. . This exam- 
ple the Sons of. God followed, 
1 But on the. other, hand, the Sons 


| of Men, who either believed not 


| the divine Promiſes, or lived /in 
4 fowp 4nd ſplendor, gave them 
lves over to delights and pleay 
ſures, courted glory and world» 
| oreatneſs 3 and: built to them- 
| flyes ſtately: Houſes, Townsand 
Caltles 3 . being. not. a. little | 10- * 
cited to that” courſe | of hfe, by 
| be humour and counſel of 
omen; by whoſe blandiſh- 
ments and converſation, the Sons 
| of God allo. being. firſt. allured, 


and 


# 
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and then wholly overcome, 
took to themſelves wives o all wii 
they choſe : That'is to fay, whi 
the Sons of God perceived thy 
delights and pleafures, the poay 
and ſplendor that was amongl} 
Men, which might tempt humay 


frailty to prefer them betore th 


rigours of an auſtere ry { 
but eſpecially being __ 
the fight of Women, an 
whom Vanity and Luxury, b! 
in diet and apparel, was molt 
ſpicuons, they forfook the h; ur 
_ ps of an auſtere life,continetg 
an rty, that they mighte 
rd opt UN ne they ſee 
and tuxury ; and making Matt 
ages with the Daughters Sf 
they oyerturned Piet nds 
verted the antient ey 
primitive. virtue and integr t 
Whereupon that divine Sentenet 
Ki 


TOTO. 
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ive with Mex, for dhet 


"| xo s 
] or foie becauſe of the 


the | gons of God, they not only be- 


ap | came like unto the Sons of Men, 
v | hut begat a race much more” cor- 
pt t than themſelves, more licen- 


he tious /in their, lives, -indulgin 
J3| chemifelves in all forts of cleans 


7 | xoloptuouſneſs, 
+ | kind of 1njuſtice, barkinity and 
©! cucky, Gex. 6. Theſe are the 


We | Grants which were in the _ 718 


< 11 2h igy aud alſo - after 
" | 1x; wrong (God cine s] or 
” fers 0 ana # 
: aber wh . them : the fame 
* | came mighty Mer, which were 
' vid Men of Renown. ' And 
faw that the wickedneſs of 
Mar was great in the Earth, and 
N every imagination of the 
bo Voughrs of bis heart was only evil 
. continually. 


| | was pronounced: My ſpirit ball = 


and prone toall 
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continually, And it repented th Ki 
Lord that he had made Man on th | 
Earth; :So.mach:did'the licents 
ous wickedneſs of the 'diflolut 
lifelof Men offend God, thaths| * 
ly. Oracles: affure us, it repented| 
him''thatrhe had 'made” Manaan}* 
the Earth; and-that-he reſolved] * 
todeſtroy all Mankind, -thefwap| * 
Iy excepted, who! continuedin| «t 
the diſcipline and :duty* of the|' 
Sons of God, : tho they] were'but \ 
very few10. number ;\ asit 18.wiit| 

ten, Bur: Nob found: gracein} * 
the eyes of the Lord,: breiuſols 
was a Juſt Man 3 being not'only} 
endowed with that Faith ofitle( * | 
Sons of Godz but through theep} *0 
erciſe of-trueRepentance, andG| "Þ 
*bedience +to the command menki} * 
'of. God; accepted alſo-of wif 

© 4Lord: as one who: having ſpelt Fa 
'{o-many years-in vaiſding of at] "ix 


Ark] 


ww wsyey 
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'Kik and by fre: vent. Ser- 
Int Fotewarnitig e Men of 
rape of the 'immitient ' wrath 
G90. endeavoured to pet- 
Wiſe them to Repentance' and 
Ymendment of life, for which he 
"or the. title and. ,mame of 


"ihe, priate of Repe 


oh Re h ve Sg ho 
11 he Diſcir les and 


bot w hriſt, wuf be ac- 


Ping d rin ith an endeaV; ti of ; 
". ; _—_ of life, arid" f fol- 
$ after Righteonſtiels "arid 

ty which, for illuftration 


ce "We ſhall caſ] by the name 


OE CECEILEFATE 


"ike ts bean” Obedience. 
| = mint of 2Þ the 


accordin to the 
a eter ih the knowl 


fed." nd this 


144 The PreGical Rale Part] | { Þ 


and diligent praQtice of the cory #d 


anc Gad. be or it js ot. 
nough to kngw:the precepts, 
io Radon: of ous Th eg 
cipline, or to talk of, and | 


mend them in quaint ande 
Tanguage e, unle(s we alſo careful. 


ly and dio peagilc ad If 

ſerve-#hem IRE & 

OG of our Lorfand ts. | 
yy.006 Fny | 


| unto we in that My 1 
have we rota 


depart Hp Wop IT: 
quity.  Thensfore, 1 


of Chriſtian Piety. I45 

WF Jorngs of mint, and do- 

1 wit liken him unto 4 

bf a which built his. houſe nþ- 

v4 Rack: 41d the Rain deſcend- 

{ ard the Floods came, and the 

fr blew, and bear, pon that 

and it. fell, not, for 3t was 

4 upbz a Rock. "We'mult, 

e, take care that the ſtru- 

& | Bute of our ſalvation be founded 

| upon; this 'Rock of triue' Obedi- 

ie] thee, leſt char aftet we have buſlt 

hel tuck. and” torig, ' fome contrary 

bel pit 7%p" - uponit, it fall tothe 

"ol ground. Now this Obedience is 

| performed in obſerving the will 

| Wotz heavenly Father, accord- 
| wy tothe Doftine of our Savi- 
wel ur, faying':” Fe that doerh the 
11s vil of .Father, who is in Hea- 
ml vr. And the Father himſelf hath 
1x6] deelate@ that His will is, that we 
| Wuld® know , hotd' faſt; and 
i H carefully 


n—_ o 


E- «a Fi hyo irs pw -) ty. | 147 
ITT bethat loveth we ſhell be loved of my 


WS Father,and I will love Nim,and will 


*1 manifeſt my ſelf to him : and again, 
” Mn fa friends, if do 
whatſoever I command you. And 
"* | elſewhere $ 20: 11. Take my ohe 

| ou, and learn of me, for Iam 
| gw lowly in hen : and ye 
/ find reſt unto your ſouls. For 
[A cofers is Ne and of Foerfe is 
| lgbt. By which words we are 

plaioly taught, that the deſired 
reſt of our ſouls cannot be found, 
but by thoſe who do the Will of 
theFather. Now, for diſcover- 
Ing of this Will, the Father him- 
ſelf referred us to the hearing of 
tis Son: andthe Son tells us,that 


*] it is his Fathers Will, that they 


whowould find reſt totheir Souls, 

*| ſhould take his yoke upon them, 
*{ and that his yoke is neither hard 
nor. heavy , - but ſoft and eaſie, 
H2- and 


and that his burden, that. 1s, the 

ſum of the Do@rine. of the kaw 
and Commandments. .1s a light 
burden. And. indeed, the thing 
it ſelf not anly. ſpeaks it to. be. ſo, 
but. the noble inſtances allo of 
many, who have ſubmigted-to 
that yoke fully confirm it., For 
the ycke we ſpeak of, is nomage 
but. that ſincere. and. brotherly 
love, which by another name, ys 
commonly. called charity :: as aur 
Lord and Maſter does frequently 
pculcate. John 15; This is my' 
commandment that. ye love ane ang- 
ther, as I bave loved; 30u. 


-4 .*, 
&-" - 
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- 


things 1 command. yan. that: ye low 
one another. And. be affirms.this 
conſtant and perpetual pteceptto' 
be ſa properly and peculiarly bis 


be the badg and: mark of his|Nib- | 
_ 


<pp0o x aszSiS3%S$Sor 
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new Commandment T give 'wito 
you, that ye love one anvther;, as [ 
have ont you, that' ye aljo love 
hd another. By this ſhall all Min 
row that yeare my Diſciples, if ye 
lou one andiber, St. fohn the 
t Diſcipte and Witneſs of our 
and Maſter; again and 4- 
> corffitns': his ? r Jobn 3 


'Betaved, if our heart comeenn Fg 


vat, hea have wt confiddente towards 
oY - id what ſotuer we atk, we re» 
«ejue- of hin, becanſe we keep" bis 
Puerco }hoſe ries 
infar ans" 3 $7robt, And 
vhss $5 Þi " inde; that we 
fhowld believe v9 the mame of bis Son 
Feſus'Chriſe, "and Thve one anviher, 
a be gave W# rorimrakdment. Ahid of 
tobe grear" heeeſſity the” k ng 
of this'eontnandmient is, the ſattje 
_—_ fully demonſtrates ao 
uw, 1 Joby 2, He that hateth. his 
H:3: bro- 
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brother,is in dathneſs, and walkeh 
in darkneſs, and knoweth not whis 
ther he goeth, becauſe that datk 
zeſs bath blinded his eyes. This 
is ſo true and plain a Dodtrine of 
Chriſtian Religion, that that fx 
mousExpoſitor of the divine Ors- 
cles, made no ſcruple to 

this love before all the other vit- 
tues, ats and endowments of 
nh I hetk _ y Cor. 1}- 
1 peak, with the tongues 
Men and of Angels, and have x. 
Charity, I am become as ſounding 
braſi, or atinkling Cimbal. And 
the I have the gift of propheſie, and 
rn. "6 all myſteries, and all 
knowledge; and tho I have 
Faith, ſo that 1 could remove Mour 
teins, and have-not Charity, 1 av 
wothing. And tho 1] beſiow all my 


goods to feed the poor, and though | 


þ give my body to be burned, and 
have 


© KB y 
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fon ſalvation, who not only 


'condirion is-he, and how- ſhall he 
beeſteemed'in the eyes of God, 


tothe ſentence of the holy word 
of God heis guilty of that crime. 


— 


| affeRtion, which God chiefly takes 
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have not Charity, it profiteth me 
wothing. And (o- far is Charity 
commended by this Apoſtle, that 
he calls it, Coh 3; the bond of 
perfethneſ 

Now if Charity be ſo neceſſa- 
ry,” that without it, the Apoſile 
affirms all things elſe to be unpro- 
fitable fo ſalvation z how far ishe 


loves '\not his brother, but even 
hates and perſecates him? if he 
who- loves not, | banithes / from 
himſelf the love of God, im whar 


that hateth his brother ? No leſs 
than a Murderer; and accarding 


Jobn 3.. Whoſoever bateth bis bre- 
ther is 4 ererz in thought and 


'4 " NOtICE 
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notice of, he is accounted a Mup 
derer, who loveth- not his. bao 
ther 3 and; ye' know, \faithche, 
that no Murderer hath eterual, b 
abiding in him. As elſewhere ; 
that hateth bis brother, weiketh in 
Adarkgefs. ' Wherelore St, Wo 
admopiſheth Chriſtians, leſ- 
corrupted with this: via; 


-undersſame diſguiſe or ttbenals | 


to-creepand ſtealinto mens minds 
they ſhould make void the nam 
and. profelzon of Religian,and io 
decewe thet(elves or athets:nid 
Jaws '3« (Hint if. y6i bevri bitter 
envying. and: ſtrife iu i\your wry 
glary:;wot; and lit not 
ok (Calling and boaſtm 
ſelves.to be Chained, Th you 
dom deſcendeth not from rhe bat 


is earthly. ar pers For _ | 


enving and firefa 0c is,tbere is co 
on, and every evil.work.. . noms 
wiſdon: that (is from above, 


moines ny 


Ft 
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oy pure, then 'peaceable, gentle, 
ud eaſie to be intreated, full of 
nw and good fruits, without - 
\ 4nd without -hypecrifie. 
We 4 "alſo plainly and* largely 
taught by our Lord and Miſter, , 
how grievous a fin the fin of has 
tred is, and how great an impe-. 
diment it lays in our way to ſal-- 


 viton, notonly when it appears . 


outwardly in. evil.deeds, but e- 
ven when but conceited inward- 
y mthe heart. Mat. 5. T'fay un-. 
gs #, that whoſo webey arery with 
bis brother ks a cauſe; ſhall be. 
in danger of the Tudgment,and who- 
ſetver ſhall fay to his brother,” Raca, | 
# be .in danger of the Conncil : 
but. whoſoever ſhall ſay, thou fool, 
{towit, moved with anger, and 
with deſign ro- hurt him ) 'ſhaZ be 
in darger of bel} fire. Wherefore - 
our Lord and Maſterin his divine - 
witdom, that he might ſhew how. 
: EXPE® - 


that vice, and perturbation. of 
mind, plainly tells his ws: 


that he who.bath not firſt (ati 
ed; this command, of Chaps 
ty, muſtnot think to. obtain the 
favour of: God any Sacr> 
fice or. other Religiofis per 
formance. Therefore, if thou bring 


ity, gift tothe Altar, aud there me 


acabreft that thy brother hath 
againſt thee 3 5 thy gift. b 

the Altar, and. go thy. "9, f 
neconciled'to thy brother, an 

come and offer thy gift. £ - 
other paſlages be confirms. the 
ſame, ſaying. Luke 6. Be ye men. 
Ciful, as your Father alſo is merciful: 
forgive, and ye ſball be. forgiven: 
give, and it- ſhall be given unto you 
Bleſſed are the merciful; for-they 
ſhall obtain mercy. Now.the 
rity which. our Lord-ſo. much | 
eommendeth, is not. a. cold. ang' 
OT dinarys. 
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expedient it is. to. be free fron 
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ordivary, - but a burning and fer- 
vent charity, ready'to do good, 
whereby he- bids- us: to.become. 
like unto. God, who makes his 
Sun to ſhine upon the good {and 


the bad, and- ESTI it to rain 


upon the juſt, and the unjuſt. 
And + when + our Saviour taught: - 
his: Diſciples to - pray, .he enlar-- 
more; upon the Subject ot -' 
urity, + Wy and: Beneficence, 


than upon any other 3 -as being of: -. - 


all oaks, the chief and moſt con- 
rgument ob Piety, which. 
by the Apoſtle alſo,..is called the 
bond 0+: -erfection: ſecing- all | 
the-commands and.duties' whatfo- = 
ever of the Law, .are-eafly obey- 


ed and performed by thoſe,” who: 


are ſo pho ron by: Charity, as - 
notſo much to: ſeek:. rheir+ own, . 
as the things of. others; - accord- 


0g. ;A$.;1t . 15. written... 1 Cor. 13+ 
Charity) 


Cher ity ſufſereth long, and is kynilh 


Charity envieth not, C harity vaunts 
eh not it ſelf, is not puſfed wp;dons 
ot behave it felf unſeemly; ſocket 


wot herown,” is not eaſily: pr ovoked, 


thinketh no evil, rejoyceth' wor" 


iniquity, but refoyceth in the teuth's 


beareth all things, | beljeveth all 


things, hopeth ul things; endlkroth 
al things. Wheteas,” I John. «Hu 
#hat bateth his brother” is its davks 
neſs, and walketh in dirkoeſs, und 


knoweth not whither 'be goeth,” bes. 


cauſe that darkpeſs hath $lingtd Mi 
Jes. | Joq A. 26310 
—_ The ſumm then of all 
of the rule that a Scholar of 'Chnit 
—_— ought to know ; hold; 

"=  meditateupon, andprat 
ile, is briefly comprehended-unis 


der theſe three Heads, to wit; 


the Fear of the Lord, Repentance, 
and Charity. Now Charivy is 
| | not 
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jotthere-conlidered only as it re< 
ktes to God, whom we ought to 
laye ablaveiall things, hut alſo-as 
A bevragiſed'o towards Men 
zfoba 3-1 Hertby| perocine':we: the 


love uf: Gu, he:lajd dawm 


bir Life for we.0nght to lay. 
res or tbeketthrin Bos 
whoſa bath hs Warldsi yood,: and 
fled: bis | brother: have. need, ave; 
futtethiup his bows! s of © compu[ſto 
frn'bim,” bom awelltth tbe lave.ef 
God" ax him s My: little childrem, 
kd thy 40t:: love. in (127d neft ber tm 
tungue, but '3n dedd and imtruth; 
And. bereby me knam that me are. of 
the wutb, Dy foall aſſure: onr hearts 
before biz. 2 John 4. - Eet ar love, 
bin \betaxſe he forft loned. ws. If 
Max ſoy, I love: Gud; and hateth. 
his brother, heis a liar, for he that 
loveth not bis brother whons he bath 
ſets, / how DEFINE * 
at 


158 Tho PtaGical Rite 'Parth 
hath'not ſeen # and: this command: 
ment have we from hin that he who 
loveth God, his brother alſo 
Whoever, therefore ſhall care 
fully obſerve 'theſe three heady, 

will by-experience find the mercy, 
- goodneſs, and clemencyof God 

towards him-z., +the excellency 
 _ Whereofthe thought of Many 
, Rotableto conceive, and far leſs. 
his rongue to expreſs. . For'the: 
gracious God is-always ready t0- 
fulfill the-promifes of- ſalvation, 
which have-been made- and often 
confixmed te Believersz. av it is 
written; Jers 18: Atwhat inflan' 
T-ſball : ſpeak; concerning a Nation, 
and. concerning a Kingdom to pluck 
up, and to pull down, and to deſirny: 
it: if that Nation.againſt whom T 
have ounced, turx from thein 
evil, [ will repent of the evil that 
Ithough.to do unto them.. at 
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-of Chriſtian Piety. »59 
And if the wicked will turn. from 
all bis ſins. that he hath. committed, 
and keep all my ſlatutes,. aud do 
that which is lawful' and* right, he 
bell ſurely live, be ſhall. not die. 


All his tranſgreſſions. that he hath 


committed. they. ſhall not be menti- 
ed nnto bimc_ in his ri Bene 
that be hath done, be ſha lIrue. Heve 
Tang pleaſure at all that. the wicked 

wid die £ ſaith the Lord: andnat 
that be ſtonld return ſroms bis ways 
«1d live £ So that the Oracles of 
God do often confirm the Promi- 
miſes of life'and ſalvation made 
even to.wicked' Men who tun 
from their ways ; to thoſe I ſay, 
who turning from the evil of their 
way, and following a courfe of 


true Repentance,_ make it. their 


cre and ſtady.to obey: the com- 
mandsof God, and to do Judg- 
went and Juſtice 3 for oy 
w_ 0 


8016, ſhall live ; not by anidſe, 
_ lafie andrunadtive Faith , which 
is alſo called. a rake Faithy 


bue 'chrough ''the rigtireouſhe, 


which. they. have. Weg ey. 
ſhall, Indeed, obtain Tife and f fi | 
vation, from God rg author ſev 
fougtsl of. life, which he hath. 
$EnY to- att who betiev®h 

tat and obey. his' word, \abtht.. 
ding to that infinite mercy of tis, 


which the Scripture celebrates in || 


many: places: Pſal. 145. The lord: 
7s gracious and ful Campaſſiont's, 
ſlow to auger,” aud "" gredt met 
The Lotd is good to all: Ind 
tender mercies are over all: his 
works. And therefore. he bears. 
with the fins of men, that he: 

may. bring them to Repentance.. 
Wiſdom. 1x: For he loveth- all: 
the things that are, and abhorreth: 
nothing that. he hath made: for mes 
ver 
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Ie, | err world be bane made any thing, 
| if be had bated it. And therefore 
| ks, | that Lo freely ai _ 
Now promiſes Wes, ys MErcy untD: all; 

' { With athue\beart. and purpoſe. of 
« | mid delive to be converted, arid 
a: | targturn 40 him, as-4t-is written. 
ib. | Bk 8 3. Ar [tive, faith the Lord 
| (as; I bawa WP: \ Pitafpere Metis the 
| 4th af Fe wicked, - hut thet: the 
. | nickedtru from his way and live: 
8 | in" 96, tr turn je: from your 
# | mil iperr,; for why willi ze: die, O 
Hoſe of Yinael; Fox the Lords 
molt gragons, .and tkeffrous: bf 
« | i: falvation,:mwhog! whenidie 
| Wauld' have Metvto turn to Him 
+ | Bthitheir whole beart and mind, 
- | MDſo abraie7 life; benpatiently 
- | $96 (60 their Reepentatnce; tancd 
the; holy Scriptures: dtatly 
| Lid 32art; that be may be grath- 
F 1M 01S 


162 The Pradical Rule Part], 
ow unto you, and therefore will k| |, 
be exalted, that - may have mer | 
#por yox. And the Apoltle'$| * 
2 bh Gich: The Lord is ot ſlack | 
concerning his Promiſe '( as ſome | 
Men count ſlackneſs) but is jon 
Juffering to us-ward, not willing | * 
that any ſhould periſh, but that al | © 
ſbould come: to' repentance, - Now | * 
that'the Converſion and trueRs | F 
pentance of ſinners, is molt'a& 
ceptable and pleaſing to God," hix | 
own Son ſhews us, in that ſaving | 
Sermon -which: he. made : inthe | # 
' Three Parables of the"p TE4 
Son, the loſt ſheep, and groas | 
whereby he exhorted all Men, |' 
that rhey would endeavour'dy | 
their converſion to pleaſe 'Gou 


and caufe joy in the whole Co 
of Heaven, that ſo they'tn 
taſt of the wonderful. 


| God, who is richin mercy tower Li 
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| all that call upon him with a pure 
'& | and ſingle y 

| whom, if they approve them- 
1 ſelves by Faith, and the practice 


- and ypon 


of true Repentance and Obedi- 
ence, he beſtows great mercies, 
and the ſpirit of ſan&ification 
with all his gifts and graces, 
yaich St. Petey affirms was given 
toal}that obey him, and- our $a- 
yiour promiſed to be give 
Gying* Jobn 14. If ye love a; 
+ Fourmmgy ogy eu 
alner, | groe 
another comforter, that he may 
ide with you for ever; even th 
it of truth, whom the world cau- 
wt recezve.Now in the ſence of St. 
ut mtg 7) te 
We according to the J«ſs of the eye, 
be luſt of the: fleſh, Ng, ide af 
Je; that is, who are {laves to 
ut, delights, pleaſures, or ambi- 
tion : 


[5a 
T6 The Pracieal Rule | Pan 
tion * for thoſe ſhall not fell x Tho 
power and virtue of that ofy | he 
ſpirit abiding in thern :-""vY® 
Lord hinfſelf pronoutces} 2k | me 
My ſpit it ſhall not always ſtriot with 
Man; for that he os HY 

Man whe isfleſh, and ſtrivett 
t&mortifie the deeds of the F 

4s” the = mage faith-: 

after the fleſh, 96" ſhall the "\ 

ge fhrongh hr | give do mortiffe 

deeds nes Back of the body, y e. ſhall 60M 

I" the. ipirit of Gar] 
and yer os 

Jo's *\ for fo it 8 \wtttens* 

Thes [ſaith the Lord, the Heavens |* 
#y' Throve, and the Berth ww | | 
.F ootftool : where * the houſe hat —_ 
'ye build wnto mes and whereiiHhe | 
place v reſt 2 all th 3bings [x 
not na hh ork x21 xl} thoſe | 
things have betn, ſaith the Lara: |” 
but to this Man will T look, _ | 


#15, #72} | 1-6 F 


hint is. —_ 2 contrete. 
{4 ht por : my: word.. 
i Thole divine- gikts: and graces: 
«| whereby Men. upon Earth are 
e { danged into other creatures, and: 
l almoſt celefttal, avoid: 

in the corruption that is't the” 
old through luſt, and: having 
eir converſation in heaven; ex-' | 
, mples: and -jnſtances; of theſe? 
&s,:Lfay, which were very fre. 
'of old,” are inow+ rave«to! 
Thad onithe Earth: ibecauſe; 
wehave neither that ſtrong and! 
hely faith in the Promiſes of 

+6 | 0 d, nor purely and fincerely: 
[ey +his Preceptsz (neither are: 
I: + with: the: holy'\ fear! ob 
Lord; 'but:by a double: and; 

[ heart, wicked and per- 
= $. and actions, we 
ceand:goodaeſs. of Got 

of 


: a 
= #4 
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At 
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of God, I ſay, who ebb (Ye 
aud ſearcheth the reins, and. . 1 ls 
us wholly given over to'impajg} 9 
thoughts, the delights and plat m% 
ſures of the fleſh,” and ro pridh eo 
and ambition, like adulrenu} 
Women dealing rreacherol 
- apain(t their lawfal h | F | V3 
which kind of hearts eftrangy d uy 
from, or divided in their: chief! v. 
love, he neithef loves nor /ap | 
proves 'of. The mind muſt:be| 
pure e-and :fingle, and nt. in | 4% 
ove, that aſpires to the: heavers 
 Iy marriage of this bridegroom | 
- and would have it confirmed and | ** 
made good toit. The wiſe Son | 
of. Sirech adviſes us to endeavour 
that as much as we can,: when be | #/ 
ſaith. Ecclas 1. 2 Difiruſt ut | *. 
the fear of the Lord: and comentt | To 
unto bim with a double heart; :/| 


be to fearſul-bearts,and py 8 | 


ls of Chriſtian Picty. 167. 
; 1 the "fer that goeth two ways. 
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And the word of God by the 

zouthof his holy Prophets, does 
{ao ' wany places exprelly ad- 
| mc au 1 us, heartily to renounce 


ies, . fins and. 100sS 


of tþ bs World, and it qur 
thoſe care to, Nee them. Jer.q, 


wo ſe, that _ 
ved: how long lrg hg, 


$f thee # - 
rovided to kom: the 
apt wag find him to 
grew and bouotel 


i ” Pas 2 


pr pt Goat fu I wil 
you, ſaith the Lord: 
<1 S0n jul alſo ſaid: 
g tt ed are the pure in 
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faith: our Saviour; He js 
feen dwelling in them; | | 
confecrates for a holy Tewlen Ye 
himſelf; as it » written.” [ ; 
For vhay' iſaitb-the'bigh and lofty oy 
that ibabjteobeternity, wh 17 
witoly, Þ dwell ih the high a 
plares; with bin alfd #hut ir of 
wed humble Piett, to.'ea 
init of the- humble,” af 
ve the Figs the. edn vi0e | 
Pf4l.Jn 47 HG Beef 1h by 
4! bla #4 DonHeih ty * 
wotmeds, This contitfiert of heart | the 
{6 acceptable Wes" Dod; ard i | iy « 
 waech* commented | rpruts | « 
thrh not. dwell ror” abide” y 
the yanioss” of weld 
things,” and of \th& pomp 
ry of the age, which: are h 
td the. Lord: kt any W 
penfado RF chat tice nin | 
Wo Mullevi that is, thache'cal 


pleak 
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kl leaſe God, and at the ſame time 
Nat the Juſts of the fleſh, purſue 


| the vanities, pride and ambition 
" of the World, and -obey the di- 
me | Gates of carnal wiſdom :- The A- 
poltle St. James declares it to. be 
ſible. 7499..4. Je adulterers 
Adwkereſſer, Fs ye not that 
the jendſhip o of the Wi orld 1s enmi- 
#8 þ God ? whoſoever there ore 
AF be a. friend of the World, is 
Fry's of God. Do je think 
At Secrip ture Jaith in vain, 
te orbit hare dwelleth in us lufscth 
1 71 envy? And' therefore we are 
No tmeſtly warned by. the Apoſtle 
& Joby, that being deluded by 
l a cn, r. aby idle ine 
tope at d opinia 


4 
7: 
ca 
caſe 


dhot retaih the love ( Pits 


World; but wholly rejeR it, if 
Wewould: adidne" our ſelves to 
a BO} we ought t0 love; 


& * 


for 


for our own falvation. John. 2. 
Love hot the World, neither the 
things that art in the World, Tf s 
ny Mat love the Warld, the loves 


the Father is, not in bim, for all 


that is ng = wr the-lu of the 
Y-/, and the luſt of the cjes, as 
f rith of "gp a0t. of the '4 
ther, but is of the world. And: 

world paſſeth away and the . ut; 
thereof « but }e that doeth the w; 

of God abideth for ever. Froma 

which divine ſcritences We may 
conclude, that they who bavenat 
carefully avoided the corruption 
and pollution of life and* mat 
ners, and have not laboured ta 
feiin thoſe . things, char a 
fo be fhunned, will, with all thei 
ations, works. and oblations be 
diſplcaling and ſo enemies to the 
pure and holy ſpirit 'of God. DF 


vige wildom it lelf aſſerts this,and | ## 


therefore 
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erefore adviſes us notto loſe the 
Fruit of dur Food works, through 
ce. 
Prov. 1 5. The Sacrifſce of the wick. 
ed is an abomination unto the Lord; 
Hef. Ae He that ſa Jari ificeth a 


uy £o#th; 47 Of 
is bh pe wy avg 
4 tare Hot acc the afte T7 
m [9 is not th with wh 
eri Figs wicked; neither is 
Horſe by the wultitude 
of ſac Feer. e Prophet expo=- 
ſtolates the ſarue thing, wich thoſe 
who by their perverle actionsand 
deeds, both publick and. private, 
polluted the acrifices which they 
vented. . "Bring 10 Wore Vain 
lations, incenſe; is an-ubomination 
into me, the new Moons and vo 
Wis job callin ng of Aﬀſerblies 1 
| i 75 iniquity, 
mack 4 | —nechng afegs 


I 2 Moons, 


: +* 
r 
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erimſon, they ſb alk be © 4x 
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Moons, and your appointed Fe 
foul hateth : they ore 4 trow F4 
me, 1 en weary to beas tf them: An 
when yt ſpread forth. your "hand 


| T wit” bide mine eyes from you : 


zea, when ye make many prayers, . 
will not hear <. your haridy are fi 
of blood, Wk ye, make. you x cleey, 
put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes, ceaſe to 

#vil, learn to 44 well, ſeek” Tudg: 
ment, relieve the -opbreſ{ſed, j1 
the Fatherleſs, , Fn 
dow.” Come now and. let, ws vt 
Fogether, ſaith the Lord; tho your 
ſims be as Scarlet, they "ral be & 
"white as Snow; by they be We A | 


zebe willing 4" feces al | 
eat the coo a -The-La j 
T ſe and re el, "3 yo 


red with the Swe Fa Ti "Woulh 
Sd Ns aL 


v\ 
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uw | - up, by ſtrong and often repeated 


Ra oi os Ho. 
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diyine- expoſtulation/'is made up 
torh'of promiſes and-chreatenings 
to thaſ® Who-either:d$e;; op will 
yotobey't whereforeby thefame 
ſpirir.the author of this expoſtu- 
Tati6h;* weare invited-and ftirred: 


taſors, tſcek ro-God for:mer- 
'and/the-accatnpliſhment of his 


ed forſakebirway, and the unrigh. 
teous Maw bis thoughts: and. let- 
bin eturminato the Lord; : and: he 


wilt have! werty upernobim, and ito' 


mr God; i forthe will: abundantly 
pardon. ' Seeing thereforeit hath 
'been-made out uvto' us by many 
tear» and-* manifeſt” teſtimonies 
'89d Texts of [both 'the Old:and 
New: Teſtament, /that thefe three 
tieads;towit, the-ſear:of tbe:Lord, 


| "Repextanceiand: brotherly Charity, 


&'the puze. fountaing and ſour- 


161 TN ces 


ecs of all pious ations accompya, 
nied with Faith, are. molt aggep- 
. table to God, and. through; by 
10us favour: very inſt 
tal, not only to make; us 
the wrath. and. indignation; of 
God,but allo find graceand m a 
in time of need 3 and/are ho 
fry to ſalvation, that:' wh 
them we | cannot. pleate! God, 
nor obtain the accempliſkneat 
of his: promiſes concerning ou 
-mmortal ftate aud-the- cclefti- 
al inheritance : purchaſed .. tis 
by the death and 'refurreQion. of 
our Lord and. Saviour Jelw 
Chriſt. And ſeeing by the Co- 
, Yenant-of Grace altBelieverg.are 
aſfuted, that :through: thi dil 


4 gent ſtudy'and , praftice; obthpſe 


three points, every one may: at- 
tain their ſhare. of that Promiſe 
and Qbligation, which a 
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' pnotanly by what we have hither- 


Foo ? BY BYE TWO wwoeoTTltkm. rf PwikKanun TT 1H 7 we 


+ . of Chriſizan Piaty. 54 oth 
| {elf hath gracioutly and freely 
propoſed ta us for our ſalvation; 
Tthought it my duty, being mo” 
ved with Chriſtian zeal, and fer- 
vent Charity, to admoniſh and 
exhort all my fellow Chriſtiang,: 


to.alledged,- but by all. the. gra- 
cls, ſentences, 1 PREGEPta,. ad- 
mopitions and: exbortations ut- 
texed by the holy ſpiyit,- and laid: 
up in the Trealorp of ſacred Pe 

that-they would. carefully 


Ford, t 
kixfou 


kt about the dutics of Picty, and 
eligently profecute the ſame, in: 
the con(tant-prattice of theſe three 
Principal Pornts, the. Fear af the: 
Lord, Repentance and, Charity. 
Foruo Man putting bis hand to the 
Plough and looking back, is. fit far 
the Kingdom of Gods but he. that 
enaureth to the. end, the. ſame [hall 
be-ſaved.. Now that theſe things 


, 
z 


I'4 may: 


may be religiouſly and rightly 
performed, we. muſt put off all 
the carnal affe&tions and Juſtstha 
war againſt the Soul; theſe; Ifay, 
which refiſtdivine grace, and re- 


tard. and . keep back the «@. 


feds of that love, whereby Job. 2, 
"God" fo loved tbe World, that he 
"gave his only begotten Son, "thit 
whoſoever beliepeth 'in' bim, ſhou 


not periſh, but have everlaſting ft, 
i 


'2 Tim. IT . s Mow 7h | 
purge himſelf frous theſe, tie fail 
a veſſel unto bonour,” ſundijfied* and 
wcet for the Maſters uſe, and pre- 
urs wnta every good work © And 
eing enriched with the _blefin 


of divine Grace, he ſhall eyen,m 


rhis life begin, ro, taft and'"'ſee 
that the Lord” is good ta..thoſe 
thatlove and fear him, - That we 
may therefore briefly ſumm vp all 


that hath been faid of this rale of 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Picty, which hath been © 
confirmed by the word of God, 
delivered:;in the .oraclcs;. of rhe 

ets... and aſlerte inthe. {en- 
radices-of, the Apoltles,., and all 
Holy/Writ 3 we aftirm that thefe 
three:heads of Religion; are not 
only of; principal uſe, but. even 
abloleely neceſſary. to. all ranks 


and.conditions of Chriſtians, for- _ 


obtaming the ſalvation of: their 
ſouls, _ ther inheritance and- 
poſeſſion of *the. Kingdom of 
Heayen 3 - and- that this 1s a rule” 
cofnmon, to- all. Men, .who would-- 
live. according to: the Dodtrine, 
Precepts,. and InſtruQions of our + - 
7=g Now. theſe Heads, which 
Bo oftenmentjoned,: .are the 

argf the.Lora,. . Repextance and ' 
Charity,or-Brotherly lave ; which 
al of. us who profeſs the Dodrine - 
ol the. Chriſtian Religion, mult 

| I :5., nas : 


ly paaQtife, through the affiltancy 
of the divine grace whieh; ate 
have already 'd, wilt beds 
hied tonone that rightly ſeelvity, 
as our Eord and Maſter hiwfdt 
ww plainly aſſure us : Lake 14; 

Lay, unto you, meh and it all 
be you: ens and” ye |þ ſhall:Yord x 


mz" and it ſhall be opened: mats 


or everyone that —_ | 


pet ant] be 1 hit 'ſecketh 

<h ard to bi 1 lon & 
all. be open 4 $on' 

Gead +17 Ie nh is a Father, 

will he grue him" a. floxe 2 on if be 

ack e Fiſh, will be for a. phat 

| hima Serpent ? of if bt ſhall ath 

Egg will be offer A derepnday 

Je then, bring evll,  krow bow 
ive good gifts to'your- children 
w much more ſhall. your: Heavenly: 

Father gioe-the. FE ſpirit to —_ 

hit ack, him. 
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not only know, but alſo careful | 
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of Chriſtian Pioty. 
We alſo elſe aa 
and from the reads 77 #7 ane Fr 
ing and-obfervation © 
of the holy Scriptures, .do affirm 
and declare, that the corruption, , 
depravation and malignity of life 
and mangers,. which -is' to be- 
fourd amoogit Mer of all condi 
tions, proceed from the neglect: 
of thefe. three Parts of Chriſtian 
diſcipline, which .are as certain : 
fieſt Principles of pradtical Piety, 
known .to-- alt Men who ate: FY 


: P v 
I 79 " 


their right ſenſes, And the ne-- 


celfity of theſe three Principles, 
to wit, of the Fear of the Lord, 
Repenteance and Brotherly-love, is 

manifeſt not only. to all Chat 

ans, by the light angd-revealed: 
will of God preached unto them, .- | 
but - alſo , to the unlearned and 


| thoſe who know not the written - - 


Law, by the fimilitude andimage : . 
| of. 


nfo The Prafical Rule Party | 
of the Deity, ſtamped on thei 
minds : tho, as we have ſaid, they 
be.not proved and confirmed to 
them by ſo many ſentences ahd 
oractes of holy Scripture : which, 
| perhaps, is their own fault, ſeeing 
they mind nothing leſs than the | 
&rious learning of: thoſe things. | io} 
which, make for.their own ae th 
tioh, and whilſt they | heedlelly 
and ne ligently run over thele, 
diligently ſtady to.know and pra- 
Riſe the cotitrary, | But [though 
they have tor at all learn'd,or neg- 
Ie&tobe taught the Eaw, Rom.z. 
Yet they. are a Law to tens ſy 
which Jew the work. of the Law | 
written in. their- hearts, L hes ar tet 
ſcience alſs. bearing witneſs, 'aud |it 
ra thoughts .the mean while accu I 
ſing, or elſe exculing ore. another. 
"Now if theſe three heads of a 
Ehriſtian.life, were well known 
and: 
= M 
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"ſhould experience another kind 


| of Faith alſo. Other proofs of 
our Religion would appear both 
'wpubli | 
there ſo, tnany deteftab 


in all the-{bcieties of Chriftians, 


td, by bloody contentions, en- 


TT STE 


JIfaud, deceit, bitter and frequent 


and carefully praftifed by a)l; we 


of efficacy of the grace of God, 
m us, find another chearfulneſs 
of mind', and © other evidences 


> and priyate; nor would 
| þ Vie inſtances 
of vice and impiety ſo openly a- 
bound, in City and in Country,in 
Courts and. private Families, and - 


where monſtrous 'and* flagitious 
vickedneſs doth but two much 
and two often reign ;; and the di- 
we Laws are deſpiſed. and' viola» 


mey, "hatred, ſtrife, calummnies, 


Qarrels, robberies, thefts, ex» 
brfions, and defrauding of the 
wor, beſides. the innumerable. 
| arts 


£ 


— 
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«of * »- 
arts of. violence - and oppreſſigg| 
whoredom and -uncleanneſs,adj [þ 
'tery,, fornication, , inceſt, and}'g, 
-many ather heinous abomination] 6 
nat to be named. .So many. Jack - 
of the, Chriſtian World .woult! 6, 
; wer: onal HUTOg an 
kenneſs, ing and wasl , 
tonnes,  finfu} ae, + he 
lights and pleaſures, and corrupt| as; 
luxury:z- nor would there. be b{q 
much. vanity and: oſtentation, #4 
immoderate and uſeleſs; expel Go, 
Iivencſs, fo -great emulation. and] wo 
pride, nor ſo vaſt a number @] e 
Other fins, and monſtrous wicke&] gg 
neſſes and impieties,as to watules | whe, 
perience we daily ſee. But onthe [us 
contrary; if the fear of the LordITh 
accompanied with Repentan& hh 
and Charity dwelt in the heat; 
of all Chriſtians, the ations Wihes 
their lives-would be ordered, #Yihe 
| right, ; 


2 ”—_ _ a w_-u Dn 
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It” would ' then be. the 

| ehicfeſt tare of. every one firſt to 
Wl land .o awe and fear, leſt they fall 
I! tothe bands of the living God : 
next that: they may obtain 
—_— mercy from him 
FN _—_— would endea- 
'* pp ro what they. pro. 
| miſled / 5n the; boly:, Sacrament 
| 6s Baptiſin, . having. entred into- 
Lf % before a'mortal Man, 
.v] yet with, the wh pre 
| God, the &; Ju all.the 

| World, wir a Hoſts, .and 
"#7 the-avenger of all {in and wick- 
&& | dacſs; "Pſa 5. 'Viho is. a God 
that hath not pleaſure 5 in-wickedaeſs, 
either ſhall. evil. dwelt. with hin, 
6 | The fooliſh ſhall wot- ftaud in his 
Wt 5 be hateth all: workgrs of. int- 
wrty. He ſpall dfiroy oy them that- 
" | orMs the Lord will abkor 
\ Jibe bloody - deceitful Man : The 
be. | ſumm 


works, the 'pomps and vanizied 
of thiswicked World, and rolex 
his life according to the Laws of 
him whoſe Son'he would be ac 
counted 3 and every one be 
endowed with divine: fear, inch 
ted by the defite of amendirig his 
Ie by Repentarice; - and inflamed 
with Brotherly love and Charity; 
would 'dire@-all his works and 
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famm of which promiſe was,'Ty, 
renounce the devit and all-hig | 


attions.to the advancement, \not | - 


only - of private and- particular, 
but alſo of 'common and publick 


Peace, Paith, Juſtice, Righteoub If 
neſs, Mercy, Honelty, and, ina. | 


word, of the: general-virtne and 


fanRity of all Men: -and careful 


ly perform- the- duties -incums 
bent upon him, that he may're 
ceive his reward from. him who 
cannot. lie. . 


of: 
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of the (ovecal Duties and Of- 
fices of all ranks and .con- 
dicions of Men, to be ex- 


amined according to this 
j>Rule, 


' The» Second Part. 
| 43 KEN S&T Y 


—_—— 
i. tA. 


I I—_ _— 
— 


OW if theſe three heads 
of pure Religion and 
WW nn defiled * before. God 
1 tbe © Father, Were'ob- 
Krved by all Men, we ſhould fee 
many-lively inſtances and effes 
of that pratice; whereof the 


is; s Xx. To wiſſtthe 
; 2d oy F Yar: 


—— 
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Fatherleſs and Widows, and' er 
keep himſelf unſpotted from the hc 1 
Fortd; And from theſe fountain 
of all humane aQtions, that is the | 
Fear of the Lord,. the ftudy'g me 
Repentance, and exerciſe of Cha 1 
: 
11: 


rity, the offices and duties of all 
- degrees, ranks and conditions of | the 
Men, might cafily be drawn and | ap 
deduced: ſo that the wholel; 
body of the Chriſtian Common 
wealth, from the crown of the lk, 
head to..the' ſale” of the foot, ligs 
'would be more healthful and]. 
ſound, than at preſent we 
ſee, and would in all its Mem 1; 
bers worthily perform its ſeveral Jik,. 
funftians : There woul d 
trouble. nor diſcord among(tWe Jil 
various degrees of Men ; but; ihe 
would conſpire for the mutwil fi 
good and profit one of anotht; fie. 
-Forthe varicty of degrookri ha 
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to bled and Offices, is not 
NT, , Hut Tauber apr 
An "commen ed. .ar 
wy jor a Chriſtian, People; as be- 
to be. of great uſe and 
ntage, when. they are inſti- 
ang} exeeuted according to 
s.a0d Precepts of God. 
as St. Paxl, tells. us 5 1-Car. 
114. The body is not one Member, 


| If the :foot | ſhall ſay, 
Jane wot Abe (Pe 


vhodss and.if t 
ode 2 
xe body ; 5. Prefer are. wat of 


thody 2 if the whole-body were 

| a1 ;; where-were the hearing £/ if 

whole were heuring, where were 

fenhing 2 But. now hath God 

ewbors, every one of ther 

bike bach, 4s it hath pleaſed hin. 
$064 Maths aft55-.26 fobjonns: 
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That there ſhould be #o Shi wel 
body ;. but fr: the” Mentb "(om 
have the ſame tare" the 
And whether one Menib Ad 
the Members ſuffer with it: " / 
Member be hononred, all the'Me 
bers rejogce with "it. "Now 9 
the By of Chriſt, ahd b 
in particular. When the ſever 
Members are once perſwi 
this, and in the fear of the of ] 

_In'the ha yof Repentance"ad|{eh 
prafi=" of "Brotherly love" 
Charity, Uiey know their Di 
and Offices, there is'no- doubt | 
that they will religiouſly ſet at 
the performance 'of* the ia 
That we may then begin? 

Jo's, txiniaat' derv'of the'Cf iſt 
Governers, -* \ | ſtate; it is" radnih 
that it is the duty 'of- Roferp al 

Goyernours,and'of thoſe wht 


.- —_— —_— 
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pide.cnd gore? -- HL L take 
News tain. the honqur of 
ki boe ]. and to provide what is ne- 


2 ellary as well for, the' ſalvation 
| of the ſonls, as: for the honeſt 
and lawful concerns of the bodies 
Rego Peop le, and faith 
1 fully and dilly rely to diſcharge 
al | thy ir YO One ad'Ca 
>|! II feverally takes 
r& | ypor them: not” to give them- 
| res ver to, ſloth and idlenefs, 
| Fury, delip cobivg pteaſbres': 
ly but y day anc Rake. "though 
= pith hut reno An 'cotds and 
iſe and croſſes, erils 
Mere both of life and for- 
ave themſelves as 
Dine: d a " faithful and ap- 
p De Miniſters” and Servants, 
Jad "as that honeſt Keeper” of a- 
\ ther Mans Carte), affirmed 'of 
felf oe relation to the F locks 


'* con» 
\ 
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committed to his care. Gen, YIF 
This iwenty years Bave T been # 
thee; "thy exves and thy ſhe'd 
have not caſt their youn "tem 
rams of thy. flock have OF; eatt Wh 
That Bil was torn of Beifts, Ne 
brought. not' unto thee, I bach hat 
leſs if it 5 ofemj bend tia th ole 
require zh, whether aq Y 
or ſtoln by 1 thut Was, | ec 
the day the oh ought conſumed m "la 
and the froſt by night >, and my ls 
departed from mine eyes. 1 2h 
that excellent ſhepherd didjz ab 

task was neither more.ca ie 0 

leſs dangerous, .as he himſelf 
timates,. 1, Saw, 17. Thy Serv 

kept his Fathers Sheep, mal fe 
came 4 Lion, and u Bear, an 

« Lamb out of the Fleck: 

went out after him, and el PI 
and delivered it ont of bis 10h:Uait 


and when he aroſe againſt” we, 1 
cave 


of Chriſtian Piety. IgT. 

&| eaught bins by his beard, and ſrote 
1 1 and ſew him. Since hg 
holy Shepherds, then, fhewed fo 
el much care and diligence, ſo much 
|fithfulneſs and afſfiduity., for 
Nfteeh, goats, and brute beaſts, 
#i[that their owners might ſuffer no, 
Wl, what care then, behoveth 
them to take, Pſal. 78. who 
"2p the People of 0 Hs Lord, 

7 (rael his oc that they 

wo feed them according to the ig. 

I 8\rity of their heart: and' guide 
0} em by the hilfubreſ; of "their 
Uiked:: whom they know to. be 
rite Flocks not of an earthly and 
grtal, but of an crergal and im- 

al Lord and Maſter, 2 Pet.r. 

pl tredeew dwith corruptible things 
eStver avd Gold ;, but with the 
blood 0 Chrifrefs a Lamb 


ve, | Ko ; they maſt be led out and 
Te” fed 
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fed not in ſtrange Paſtures, . 
in 'the Meadows and EF pee: 


the Lord; as it was the w.| 


of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 'who'er 
joyned the ſame to the- Paſtor ors, 
who lawfully diſcharge that duty 
| not once of twice," but-.a third 
time, ſaying: Joh 21. Sin 
$9!) bf Jonas, love thou' mt" mi 
tha#! jbeſe? to which whenlig 
ahſwered, yea Lord, thoy kyov 
#hat T love thee :* he faith ants 


it, Simon Son of Fords loo 


Hoy me? and he anſwering; 


fied Lathe He faith arch 


Lord, thou knoweſt that I Fl - 


he faith unto him, feed wy Shey. 
And 'he ſaid utito him a-third 
rime, © Simon Son of Toras, tov 
thn me? ' and) when he had 
Frered the third time: Lordibit [uy 
kroweſt a: all thines, thou knoweſs tha 


7 feve thee: « he faith” uno re ima 


wo 
ip 
i 


1 


fed my Sheep : \ This care which 
ſeſus/Chriſt ſo earneſtly and affe- 


Pp 

are] &ionately commended to Paſtors, 
et> We APs Religiouſly under- 
Drs, |\took, loried. in the per for- 


B/ fog 


Sia 
ad 
| 
nl} 
wn 
. 
ol 
ol 


nnd Pres of the ſame; 
F particularly - St. Pax]: 2 Cor. 
x. ;{ labours more abundant, in 
driper above preaſure, in priſons 
a ag in deaths oft, of the 

five times. received-T forty 

ſave one.. Thrice was I beat- 

J rods, once. was [ ſtoned, 
rice... ſuffered Ship: wrecks. 4 
is and a day I have. been in the 

bi Journezing often,, in pe- 

pl if waters,. 71 perils of. Robbers, 
in teyite by mine own country- men, 
®. rentls by the beathew, iu perils 
the city, in perily, in the wilger- 
we. 3n-perils 3. the fea, in perils 
we falſe brethren 3 in wearineſs 

i pain fulneſs, in watchings often, 
oo, #n 


: ; Y 


zY 
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' in bunger and Po , in | Wh { 
. Often, itt cold and'na Lk 'oy th 
Thoſe things that are without, that ft 
which cometh npon me daily,the care VE 
of all the Churches,Who is weak,antl th 

I am not weak £ 'rho is offentled, J 
and I burn not £ The ApoltJewa|** 
not only ſatisfied that he had fuf ta 
fered theſe things for the ſake of | ** 
the ſouls committed to his chargh li 
 butalſo, as we have already ful 
ſerved, gloried and greatly're- "» 
joyced. that by undergoing ſuch 4 
troubles .and care he might ap- Wy 
prove himſetf unto-God ; Sek "a 
fore he -ſubjoyned, 2 "Cop! 1 p 


*Therefore T take pleaſure in- i) G 
'mities, in R eproaches, in 
ties, in Perſecutions, 'in Di ſer” 
for Chriſts ſake. Of the Iike mind 
were the other holy 'Miniſte N 
of the Goſpel 'alſo., As 3 
"who departed from 4#he mie ad 
jo 


% 4 
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| ſence of the Conncil, rejozcing that 


they were counted worthy to ſu uffer 
o_ for bis name. And daily in 


bred end in every houſe, 


p—_ 
- 


| they ceaſed not to teach and preach 
eli briſt.. Such endeavours, 
and ſuch inftances of duty and 
faithful obedience God always 
;expes of his Paſtors and Mini- 
ſters, and when they are need- 
ful requires them. Now when 
are they not needfu]? what time 
:sthere, that affords not occalion 
and opportunity for a ſtrenuous 
diſcharge of the Miniſtry 2 what 
yrolon colour or pretext can be 
wen for idleneſs, and negle&- 
Ing of the Sheep? what if there 
# tbeno dangers, but all things in 
peace and quietneſs? yet oppor- 
tunities and ſeaſons of doing thoſe 
Þungs which concern the Htvati- 
2400 of Souls are never wanting : 
K 2 there 


: Et SEES EIATES: = Is 
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there is always occaſion for pros {* 
cvring and encreaftng'the favour 1% 
and. love of God, and for avoid. }** 
ing ſuch a 'complamt apd'reprogt | 
as this. Ezek. BEL "Wo be tothe 1 
*Shepherds of Iſrael that -do"frad [1 


themſelves: ſhould 'not the Shephertl 
feed the Flocks £ ye eat the fat, inld |* 
ye cloath you with the wool; yi 
them that are fed: but ye feed nit 
the Flock, The diſeaſed Fj of 


r0t ſt engthned, neither bave te +] 
| healed that which was | fick, either || 
have ye bound up that which we 
broken, ntither have ye bronght"«+ 
gain that which was driven uwty, | 5 
either have 'ye ſonght that which Þ: 
was loſt ; but with force and "with J%; 
c1nelty have ye ruled them. And J© 
they were ſcattered, becauſe thereh Þ 
»o Shepherd ; and they became meat Y*; 
| Htoall the beaſis of the field, whanJ© 
they were ſcattered® My She |'* 


wandred 


» CS, 
y 
_—_ 
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ro. | randred through all the Mpuntairs; 


our 
WS } F 


z 
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and wpoz every bieh bill: yea, my 
| Pick mas ſcattered upon all the 
'of the- Earth, and none did 
< or. ſeek after them. There- 
| reige Shepherds, hear the word of 

r.Lord; as I live faiththe Lord. 
od, ſurely betauje my. Flock 
Recawe 4 prey, aud, wy Flock! 'be- 


bo "2 . 


.meat to. every beaſt of 'the- 


; l  becguſe there was wo Shepherd; 
either did my Shephei'ds ſearch for 


w Flock, but the Shepherds fed. 
themſelves and, not my Flock <- 
erefore, O: ye ShepLerds, hear-the 
word of the Lord; Thu ſaith the 
Lord God, behold Tam againſt the- 
I tepberds, and I will require my: 

Flock, at their-hand, &c. Confo- 


dreadful ttireathings of the' Lord 
80d, are the rebukes given by 


ny fas to. theſe complaints, ''and 


beep {19r Saviour. ta'the Lazy, Ambi-- | 


K.3 tious, 


Miniſters and Paſtors of his Flock; 


Luke 11. Wo unto you, ye Lawyers, 


for ye lade Men - with burden 
grievous t0 be born, and ye your 
ſelves touch not the burden with one 
of your fingers. Wo unto youScribes, 
Phariſees, Hypocrites; ſor ye are 
like unto whited Sepulchres, which 
indeed appear beantiful outward bi 
are within full of dead Mens bones, 
aud of all uncleanneſs. Thoſe Pa 
ſtors and Miniſters who dread 
ſuch reproofs and threatnings of 
the Holy Ghoſt, will forſake'6- 


ther affairs which concern not, 


but rather obſtru& their funRion, 
and with all diligence and pains 
will ſet about the diſchatge 
- of that duty. which has been con- 
mitted to them from above : Nor 
will they thipk it enough to a 
ery 
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rious,  Covetous and negligent 
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tmſt others with the Govern» 
nent of their Churches, who ſe-- 
aſl mind their profit, but 
ſlightly their duty, or others, by 
whom Children are , only taught 
io lay a. few Prayers by heart, 
whilſt by age they are unable to 
do or underſtand any thing elle :: 
Nay, rather, themſelves being: 
peither tired out by labour, frighr- 
fed by. dangers, nor diſcouraged 
by difficulties, will neyer leave: 
off to watch over, viſit, and take: 
zecount of the Flock of God, 


and-to take care .of, and inſtruct 


Chriſtians of all ages, ranks, and. 


» 


bf true and lolid Piety, This, in- 
ted, is a heavy charge, arid tiot 


Ke in the neceſſary duties: 


to be performed withour much 
labour and” pain; but. it 1s like- 
Wile moſt acceptable to the Lord 


'and ' Maſter of the Flock, 'who 


K 4 laid: 
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laid down his life for his ſheep 
and will never withdraw the kelp 
and affiſfance which he hath pro- 
miſed, to thoſe who, ſtudy to dif 
charge aright the office of wn 
Miniſtry. And lee, faid he, 1 
_ am. with. you to the end T the 
Wor 
Now it behoves every ' one, 
with a Religious awe atid fear'to 
rake "heed ayd look to bimfdlf, 
that b | biN, Avatice.Bribes, 
Intereſt or other arts he aſpire not 
to, that noble Miniſtery, nor. be 
found ſo doin by that Juſt udp 
from whom the ſecrets of t 
heart and Sig of Men are not 
' hidden, and who.allows no. Man 
for his own ends, by his owti arts 
and induſtry,and without KK 
Call and EleQion, to canva bs for 
or. ſtep into that holy fundtion, 
nor to undertake the dutics wa 
tne 
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he fave, unleſs he be endowed.: 
thoſe virtues and qualities; 
which are ſet down and; expreſly 
bed by the Holy Okolt : for, 
> A: 'Biſbop- muſt- be. Dames. 
kſs, as the, Steward of God; not, 
efwild, not ſoon angry, not.gi- 
wn to wine, 10 ſiri er, nor giocn., 
thy Jucre 5, but a lover. bf bojpi- 
ty, 2 lover: ſes ood Mew, , 
holy, temp erate; holding 
We. ul word, as be PR 


os that he may be able by hes | 
os 


e, both to exbort and to Con- 


wed and qualified, then would: 
ebe fewer diſeaſes, leſs ſJoth- 
neſs. and, fewer ſcabs. and. 
ntying. ſores. to he ſet: 
glt the Sheep; fo mucherror, 
ance, deluſion and ſuperſti- 


Mp pus; be found, pg 


na word p: 


ince_ the. gainſagers, Hippy is. 
be that has a Paſt ie ſo en- 


s£ znſueta graves tentibim 
pabula ſetas, © 
Nec mala ©1can pecoris' covet | 
E cis ledent. 


No novell food their rermin 

.  Flocks would cloy, | 
| Nor no contagious neighbour 
ing ills annoy. © | 


But on the contrary, at Jet 
time the ſovereign Lord, ſhould 
come to. viſit the Flock which he 
hath. committed to "the care” of 
good Shepherds ; he would'find 
tt pure and'clean, free from all 
Kmpiousand falſe do&rines, with- 
out errors. nurtured and bred up 
in ſound Diſcipline and; ſolid Ih- 
ſitution,. healthy and plump, 
comely 'and beautifu}, as 


Fi... 
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and heavenly Dc&rine : which 
wilt not only be moſt acceptable. 
to their Lord' and Maſter, but 
will alſo procure'to the | aſtors-a, 
'molt- certain'. and excellent. re-- 
ward, And what, and howpreae+ 
that may. be* hibpedtobe, the - ; 
obief at the Apoltles- St, -Perer, 
declares to his fellow-labourers 


"the Goſpel.” r Pet/"5 "The Bl. 
Uers which are among yous Pexhirt; 
LL an alſo an Elder; and # wit- 


"neſs of the. Sufferimer of Chrift, and 
"4ſo 4. parteker: of the glory that 
Jl be revealed : : fred "the 'F bock.. 
G0, which is amony you, tiking : 

averſight thereof, Hot 'by\ ton-. 
firaint, but Merit Y "not filthy 
Tucre, but of a ready mind; neither + 
"4; being Lords over Gods Joo, 
"but being. enſa ore tx arid to the Ewe. 


"and when the c 


"Peer,; Je ſhall y Yect1De 4 pay 3g 73 
*Atd . 


that fadeth not away. 


J Miniſfers, Prieſts and Deacons, 
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And we make, no 


= ooh MW three Heads which 
have, been alrcady pry- 
poſed, be carefully Bt ado! in 


the lives and manners-O inferiour 


 " andall that ferveat the Alravs it 
_ will be amoſt profitable and ſur 


way ta procure the grace. and fa- 
vour of God, not.only t LO 4 


.{elves,..butto all thoſe alſo, who 
war under their condutt in the 
Church of Chriſt : for wherethe 
fear, of the. Lord, the, Cudy.of 
Kepentance.and the fervent vi- 
ue of brotherly. love and. Cha- 
rity Mel, abundantly ; there, 


Backbuing, 1 Vani 
Oftentag GePs 
vices, 


rt 


+ Ba Dat) 9f . doubt but that if the 


neither Pride. nor Ambition, nei-- 
ther:Hatred nor lojuſtice, neither | 


-m—— 4 5 > >= 2X =5eri0o=TT rc. tz P12, m2 


pioſt the foul, and the honeſty 
and integrity of fife, have any 


h bat iter Honefty. Indu- 
4 


Juftice,. 'Peace;* Concord, 
eſs, Mercifalneſs, Canti- 
weice, Civility, Gravity," and:all | 
the er Vines which accom 
| tbys and ſpring froin thoſe 
res Heads, as brow purc Foun- 
Hits of Chriſtian Piety, Will be 
tinent 4nd conſpicuous. Supe- 
Hours will Rule, Govern and 
Correct their TInferiours, with pa- 
nal love and affection. Inferi- 
bene ſubmit unto, obey arid 
oye their ſaperiours, as the Viee- 
and Vicars of Jeſus Chriſt 
Redeenfer, the Lord, Ma- 

| fer. and Head of his Church. 
| ind both, will retam in; their 
winds, and practife in their lrves, 
what is hog by our Saviour. 
The Kings of the Gen- 


tiles 


aa rac "= 


mo 
_ 
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tiles exerciſe Lordſhip over then, 
and they thatexerciſe. authority np. 


on them, ure called benefaftor, | 
Bug ye- ſpall not be ſo: but be that | 


is greateſt, amang y0u,. let bin be @ 
the. younger 5 aud bethat is chief 
as-he that doth. ſerue. Iz 

.,- Now. in. all.that we have al- 


ready.{aid, or.ſhall hereafter, fay, 
. it isnot our jntention-to obſlerye 
what the pradtice of al] andevery. 
one is, but only taadmoniſh and: 
declare whar they- ought ro, doyas 
we premiſed in, the. beginning of 
this Treatiſe. For it hath always: 
been our deſign and conſtant pwr 
poſe, not to give offence. to. ay: 
Man living, but only to pr 
to all- what: Chriſt,our Supreme 
Lord and heavenly Maſter e 
quires of us and of all that would: 


be his Diſciples and Followers 


©, 


: 
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1 And therefore, that we may 


cute the Offices. of the. fe- 


77. | yeral ranks and quahties of Chri- 


ſhans, - ar we have propoſed-inthe 


* # | beginning 3. how: uſeful and ad» 


vantageous the three chief Heads 
of our Chriſtian -Rule, to: wit, 


 nours, but that they ſhould with 


p the Feer of #he Lord, jr” 1a 


ind Brotherly: Lowe, . 


Preto Kings, Prins: The Duties, oſs 
1 6s and Magiſtrates; : Kaphras: and 
for" ordering and. | +11 fe 
'earrying on theiraffairs with Pru- 


tnce, :'Wiſdom,:: Dexterity and 


| Succeſs, and: thereby forthe work- | 


"gout: of their own Salvation; 
the very Offices and-- Charges 
which they bear, dodeclare. For 


te. | ach Miniſters ave appointed. by 


'God nov that they ſhould: only 
| confulr their own intereſts,: and 
nmdulge and-pleaſe their own hy- 


al 


 allcarcand rs rnb for- 
the people of:'God thoſe things. 
that 9 known to conduce __ | 
promoting-of trae Chriſtian-Pig- 
ty, publick. honeſty, - peace; and; 

' exanquillicy, . 1naocence.and - ups 
rightneſs, according to the Pye+ | 
ceptsand dizeftions of the diving: |; 
wiſdom. Now they who-endeq 
vour. atid*ftudy:to do fo, muſt: Is 
ſhew.themfelves:to-be Princes-ihy. 
deed : not ſlaves-to-pride;-ambe I 
tion, [{trife, : hatred, decent, frauds: 
and avarice3: hot:appraving; db {|} 
ſirinp,- or: admittmg+ any: thing: | gi 
thar' isnot good; Juſt and henelts. | jk 
not imitating crafty. arts, the ſlj- 
neſs-.of diſhimulation and hamane- [4 
cunninp :-nor out of private re | 
venge , or. for fulfilling- their: | | 
own luſts,. or ambitious deſires, | 
being the authors of the devalts- 


tions, plandrings and ruine ob Ji 


l; j  GCouns 4% 


f of Chriſtie Piel. \. 208. } 
| * [Countrys, Cities, Towts and ViK 
+ Thiges: nor vexing and oppreſling 
r Chriſtian People with heavy 
ttoportable Taxes and Im. 
tions: but propoſing thems 
as patrernsand examples to 
& | Men, of publick equity 
* [ithocence and righteouſneſs; and 

| their lives and converſa: 
WW: Jibns'a rule to private Men; of 
' Jahtinence, modeſty and. godii> 
z' reckoning themſelves, no 
: J&than other Chriſtians, bound 
ad - obliged by that Covenant 

' [Mmictthey'emered into in their 
* | aptiſm, and diligently obſerving 
ene&6aT renunciation which 

- |t&&y then-madeof the Devil: and 
#'tis" works: If theſe things 


_ [\nes, and Rig 
f Chriſtians; not detain what 
ow” he 
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he'had-unjuſtly uſurped... By this 
means,” mutual Charity and Peacg 
would keep, - not: only Princes 
themſclves,- but alſo their Vaſſals 
and Subjedts intheir duty 3; ho. 
neſty would commend, and Majee 
ſty and Authority adorn them3Jue 
ſtice would rcjgn amongſt Pegs 
ple; the zeal of Gods bonour 
every whereappear, in exact obe- 
dience to the precepts and holy I} 
commandmentsof God: andlaſt- 
ly,in-common and united defing by 
purpoſes, words and works, that Þ 
promiſe would be fulfilled, which || 
was made by all Chriſtians, none | 
excepted, . in Baptiſm, 'For.if the 
true/nature of .Regal,, Loperia, | 
and Princely Pint on be: conl- 
dered, .it will-manifeſt|y. appear; | 
that theſe high and. ſupreme, FM | 
niries, have for.that end beenit- 
ſtituted. by God,. that they who 
| are 


P_—_ 


TH 3 


_ CIT = _ = of 


lh Fog Califtian Pray, 3. wer 


thiz tt honoured with the, ſhould 
" & the Guardians, afferters and a- 
*<& {jengers of the holy Laws of God, 

2 1k and have the title of the fax 
2 [thers of their People 3 that they 

' Iftoold rightly adminiſter Juſtice, 
+ the guilty and tranſgreſ- 

' [kts of the Law, putto: death 0- 

* {fe and incorrigible MalefaQors, 

” {proteRt the poor and weak from 
+ {ite violence and opprefſion: of 
wa 3 powerfil and rich, defend 
k innoceht againſt the attempts 
ga the wicked, and maintain'the 
therlefs and widows: Ina word, 
thar'they ſhould:endeavour- what 

ial, p them lyes,'to' keep and pre- 
nl oe all the Members of 'the 
ar; [te both high and low, great 
% Y ah alt, rich and poor; in peace, 
. rd, tranquillity and fecuri. 
2 This, Tay, is [iba true end, 
jt which the dignity and autho- 
rity 


2:12- The Rradical Rule Part, {it I 


rity of|Kings, Princes and, chi 
Magiſtrares it is appointed by By p 
from" whence it follows, that I: 
needleſs Pomp. and oftentatiog |, 
with voluptuous greatnels, , the '"? 
affetation: of Arbitrary dominiy 
on, the defigns of boundleſs am, 
bition, and the cooleaut 
thereof. the dangers and; | 32 oy 
ſouls, bodies and eſtates, mari 
excelkive haraſſing and'oyerchary 

ging ng Subjeas, are both ie plea» Þ;.. 
Ing to God, and grievous to 4 f 
people. 

Nor is it only. the Office. of | 
Kings-and Princes, to caule.t % 
reſt of Mankind to be inſtrudte 
and'kept.in the duties. of 
on, Piery, Honeſty, and'1n [+ 
fear of God, and, to. ſhew they " 
felves the Miniſters of theWill of Jy 
God and Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
but it is their proper duty a0 Na Ji 
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ef. hey are Princes, To know the 
"of God, carefully attend-to, 

bat ry diligently pradtiſe and obey 
0n the fame, 'being led by the how 
the #'the Lord, in all the aQions- of 
Ny [ijit Hives and adminiftrations of 
heir Government. As it is 'en- 

'"q d by this ſingular Precept : 
ub. 17 It ſhall be when the 
fererh pon tbe Throne of his 
, that-he hal write bins 
y of this Lew in a Book, out 
that which is before the Priefts 
i the Levites, And it ſhall be with 
und be ſhall-read therein ul 
"oy 'of his life : "that be may 
n to fear the Lord his Ged,\to 
þ al the-words of this Law and 
ſe Statutes, todo them : that bis 
ft be not lifted up above his bre- 
and that he turn not afide 
fe the commandment to the right 
d or to the left : neither ſhall he 
multiply © 
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multiply Wives to himſelf, f hat by i 


heart ture not away © neit 

be. greatly multiply to himſelf DA | 
and old: let truſting, thereis, | 
he fall into avarice and-co Fr | £ 
"neſs, which the Apoſtle call n; 
latry, and. the root, of all "916 
They are not to reſpect perſons [ys i 
io Judgment, nox to take bribe; I 
Becleſe 26: Far Preſents and Gift 
blind the eyes of the Wiſe, and wakeligy 
them liable to that dreadful, 7 4: 
tence - pronounced againſt | thaſeÞig, 
that pervert Judgment : Dexta7.J%, 
Curſed he . he that perverteth,, 104 
.. Judgment of the Siranger, Katht lip 
leſs and: Widow. - Of which, cxe|| 
crable practice, theſe re I 
Magiltrates. are taxed,, of wi 

- It is. written; 1' Sam, 8.. They iuti 

ed aſide after lucre , - and; 

robes, and perverted Day 


oY 
But | 
= F 
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t by bop; > it is impoſ-- 

«16 that ſo many 'Pro-- The ty of 
'eer | Cities ind Towns Heer 
kivay bappen t& be in _ 
je Chriſtizn Kingdom; can be 
Wrerties by: the pains and care 
Fthe Prince bed divine Pro. 
Fence has appointed that - Jud- 
: Magiſtrates and'other Nh 
'{hould be conſtituted, 

c ginay carefully*and' Jutifall 

barge 'the' Offices 'and Tr 
tis repoſed upon them. ' Det. 
, Hynes orivies, Judges and - 
s_ (halt thou make thee in all - 
Þ Gate which the Lord thy God 
xeth thee throughout all thy Tribes: 
d they hall Juelge the People with 
» We Judgment. Thos ' ſhalt. not 
Þr: * Judgment, ' thou” ſhalt nit 
JT 27 perſons, neither take '« 
" Toft: "for. a gift doth blind the 
ut oof the Wiſe, and pervert the 
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words of the Rightr avs... Thet, 
rune Juſt ſha{t thas / 
And in another; place.,;Exod.. 1 
Provide aut of all. the People, hh 
Aer. ſuch. as. freer God, Men of 
'Tratb,, $4ting. Covetor Copetoyſneſe: 5 of 
place fuch, pver them, 30 be .Ruk 
of Thouſands, end Rulers.of 
#lneds,, Rulers: of. Fifties, «xd 
lers.of Tens. »d Jet them.) | 
the'\iPeeple , at | all. .Scaſans, 
Which kind . of: Men; wh 


fapbet had: choſen, be thus admo 
"bed them 4.2 Chraz. 19. 
\heed what '5e do <. for,ge\ Jas 
\for) Mar, but for the Lord, 


-with-30u in Tadgment...W 
.owglet the fear of the Lardbe.# 


108 JON, ! \ beed ,and_..gdo it 5 
\there, 6,0. iiquity with, hey 
OWH\,; God,. nor xreſpe®, 
worry of.. Gifts. 

do jn.;the fear. of. the Land, 
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, «nd with a perfeft heart. And 
bo this An followed by 
[Princes and Magiſtrates who were 
errors of God, Holy Hiſtory 
ures us. 
*Now ſo 'much hoher ought 
; [Chriſtian Princes and Magiſtrates 


= tbe, ſomuch moreverſed in the 


indy and 'knowledge of Law 
md Equity,” by how "much they 
have obtained a more perfe& Te- 
rl iment /than the Ancients did, 
no Jiot only becauſe of the clear and 
mie _ <A ofition of the divine 
epts wer by Chriſt and his 

# [lpoſtles, but Wm becauſe of 
ore, [more abundant grace promiſed 
nd prepared for Believers under 
te Goſpel. It is very far from 
heir duty then, either by -com- 

- lon or omiſfion to break the - 
Wy, and violate the facred Pre- 


i 1*pts;- and that they who are 
h, 1 L COM- 


n 


_ 
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commanded ahyays to read. and | Ci 


meditate on the Law, and nettof; 

turn aſide from the right, neither n 
to theright band nor.to thelekk; [the 
ſhould mind nothing -but-pleg-| go 


-ſures, potnp, ambition and avs 
_ .rice, and go aſtray after Do bf 
-own inventiens, making and 


poſing Lawsupon-others, which 6 lis 
mg 


make-more for the appetites and 


deſires, 'the-greatne(s, State, Me [1 
ſly and Glory, ( as they archi 
Dleaſed to.call it ) of the. 'Govete [4 
nors:3 and: for eſtabliſhing many Jy 
new titles -of Authority, -Prexo- 
gative and Superiority, whied [one 
they daily . invent, than for-the [mer 


_ true Worſhip of God, and-good _ 


of the. Peopkc. Befides, 1113/4 | 
ſort - of-perverſeneſs.moſt, odiows "o 
to God,  for-Princes, or inferiout [Te 
Magiſtrates, to covet'to-he,ne, [Co 
and toleave:greatEſtates:tq ou 
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and Children , ant of the publick 
tto [Revenues : and not being ſatish- 
ther [2d-weich :an honeſt reward far 
ef; [heir labours, .that1is; with! a 
les- | godeſt compet enty.of ſubſiſtence, 
rs to:their quality, -to. be 


bei bly Gt upon the. getting. of 
iy {ealth/and; riches, .cither-by the 
Heh th alzy:of-Painces, -or defraud- 
and | ing\cthe Public, and to/ make: jt 


Mz [the whole defire- of their Souls, 
" thatithey may raiſe great Houſes 
et JundEamilics, whereby they may 
any | tuate-:;their | Names wpan 
T0: rather by: a long-Suc 
cb | op of Heirs, tA by-the Monu- 
the | ments. and Examples of Virtue, 
od inocenee, Sandtity and real Ho- 
” nOur, 
oy ow | Sarruel born in; Ramab, alittle | 
our town, and in a Montainous 
ie, [Country, being from his child- 


#Tod brought up in the fac | 
rl og Fe. T 2 : Mitre 4 


'Parents, ſuitable to the meannekfi 


of their Fortune. - When he: was 1 


.grown up to be a Man, bythe 
command of God he took upon 
him the.Government of the Com- 
mon-wealth, and during the ſpace 
- of fourty years, as Prince, Jud 

-and Ruler, - in Peace and in War, 


Ruled "the populous, -Tich, and | 


flouriſhing State - of: the. whole 
twelve Tribes of [/rael, beings 
painful and aſhduous, as vigilant 
_ -and ative''as any Governor;'e- 
ther before or fince ;- and yet du- 
ring that whole time, he neither 
-eEncreaſed his Eſtate, nor changed 
his abode from his own mean m- 


tive habitation, to a more conlpt | 7 
- caous City, at leaſt in his ownJ4! 


ule of the delights and varietia|% 


Tribe; nor for his pleaſure made 


_ that 
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— Miniſteries of the Temple, hadz 1 
garment given him yearly by his | 
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t ather places did afford :. but - 
ol by in, War recovered and. re- 
tbliſhed the State of the Iſrae- 
Was | ES, and ſetled a firm Peace all 
yer the, Country, he NEE Al- 
lies at PA Hae or ad- 
iſtring Juſtice to. the. People, 
and | Ng had done fo, ae 
Ml he might not be troubleſom or 
charg __ to any Town or Fa- 
: = he. returned home to his 
own. mean, but contentful  habi- 
Wow where he neither excufed 
elf from buſineſs, nor omit- 
&. ed any, oppartunity . of; promo-- 
du- lng. tl the worſfh ; of God, As it 
her [8 Bo rED, I And the 
of the [pay pa = againſt the 
ele, ines,” all the days of Samuel.. 
#1 the Cities which J. Phili- 
wn [nes had taken from Tjrael-were. re. 
ide wed to Iſrael, from Ekron ever 
| mio Gath, and the Coaſts thereof 
hat L 3 did 


pon | 


bi 
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' did" IfFacl deliver out of the” Bally 
of the. Philiſtins : And tre" way 
Peatt between Iſrael and bo Ame: 
rites. And . Samuel } aged Ares 
ratt off: ++ ow yo 0 pe be 

he went.” gear *; = bl = 


ent! to | {ou © ! 
Mizpeh, SD me 
pes, Placer. er Hf rt _ ph 


Rana ; for '1heve was DJ be 
and there” be Judged: 1/ratl, «dif 
there bt built an Aftar' #nto ty 
Eoed: By the ſhort! deferi 

of this inſtance, the Hoty 


manifeſtly ſhews” us, - with] bow! [| 


much care, diligence, winocente, 
plety, conrineftice arid abſtinence, 


hat grearMan difttiarged' Het! | Ib 


fices'of Neha aha's expert Gt- 
neral in Wat; ad of bo ex&E- 


Jen Prince” and < Magiſttate Wt | 
Peace, who, 'when' afterwart he | 


bad ditnitredtheGovernttient, and 


refigned 


|: 


SS Boa 


— 
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up the Authority to' a 
es Kitip, was neither: richer 
mor core wealthy,- nor was his” | 
Family advanced'to greater dig- 
dity or ſplendor; - but he cohten- ' 
edly-rerurried- to the” ſame ſtate” 
wherein he was'born,- For S$«- 
nel went” to Raneb, where he 
the reſt! of his: days'; z net-- 
therdid'Hte buildi'Palaces-or Rtate- 
ly Houfes; either” iti Rawah, .or 
wy: other rhore' conſpicuous | 
phee; ror ereted? for” himſelf a 
ficett® Monumerit or buty- 
ng place, on' which, either-' at 

, Or atly- other City -ta- 
War; he 'nfight tranſmit to. 
ſoſterity- the Trophies\of His At- 
djevements,. ot the Titlesof his 
Fathe: x Sam: 254 But Samuel 


Med,” anth all the” Iſraclites werega- 


hee together andh lhemented hin, 
anti-baried hine in bis houſe at Ra 


' nth} L 4 _ Far 


For they who aim to: be rich, 
by their Magiſtracy, muſt of ne-. 
ceſlity' either cheat the King, or. 
defraud the Publick 3 and apply 
that to. their own private- ufs 


which might far better and more; 


profitably be expended on the 
Publick: Now the publick trea- 
{ure being exhauſted, the people 
muſt needs be harailed with new. 
Taxes and Impoſitions;--and fa 


the Wealth and Riches of a few, 


mult cauſe the want and poverty 
of many. But how much God 
is offended at theſe covetous de- 
fires, the Prophet plainly declares, 
Tf. 5, Wo unto them that jon 
oo to houſe, that lay field te field, 
till there be no place, that they may 
be placed alone in the midſt of the 
earth, In mine ears, ſaid the Lord 


of Hoſts, of a truth many houſes. 


ſhall be deſolate, even great and 
far, 
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in, without Inhabitant. Now if. 
t be unbeſeeming a_ Chriſtian - 


 Iagiſtrate to heap up riches from 


te Salaries or larger Perquiſits 
of their. Offtices:z how deteltable 


' Ind accurſed. muſt it be in the 


fght of God, to get Eſtates and 
Dignities, by accepting of Per- 
ks, Injuſtice, Rapine, Fraud 
bes, .Oppreſiion, Calumny and | 
S, 


' [Cheating 2 God) forbids ; Kings, - 
+ [frinces, and. Magiſtrates, to mul- 


tply.to themſelves Gold and Sil- 
er: for the greedy thirſt after 
Gold and. Riches, ſets. the minds 
of thoſe who are infected there- 
vith, upon the committing of a- 
oy-Sinand Wickedneſs: it is the 
auſe of the Oppreſlion of Peo-. 
ple with grievous and heavy Im- 
patios, of Quarrels, Strife and 

ars amongſt Princes themſelves, 


of the ſlaughter and TTY 
| of 
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of Subjects, ant other' abothighs 
ble-and' fa _ cruelties, that 


ate Soldiers; and, 
in x word, df ruine and 16h- 


or Souls; as "0 ra Ghoſt 
"afflires" Tam. 4, 
Progrlnc Come Hare art] hy” 


| 


77 Wadbers#' Je 
FER Je RI, and Et: - 
have, and canvot- obtehn'> 
and war,  ant/ yt have not, þ 
mt wk mt: ye ah, and noe 
not, becauſe ' t' ark, antiſe, I 
aHauy con it npon your 

And whit matters go'thus'ss 

thoſe who" profe(F” tt 

Faith and* pretendto/Piety aft 
Refigion: e Chriſtiza' Cots | 
monyealth: and true Piety are 1. 
tefſened and! impaired ; the bar- | 
barous and wicked A” ih 

| g- 


p— 
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dths'of 'Chriſts enemies; en- 
fig! and ate enlarged, Ferefies 
ad erroneous atid SONY Se&s, 
gop and daily eater 
aid greater. God for "be ore us 
M illoſtrions arid noble: pattern 
of Chaſtity and' Contience; in 
perſons of his' own' Princes : 
ging , Fe ſhall not rultiply to 
felt matyy Wives, that tay al- 

| fire kis' mind; That was rot 
bwfut ro the ancietit Kits of the 
le of Iſrael; . and (hall it 
refore belawfol to- Chriſtian 
Pinces, ro-deflower Virgins, rob 
Women of their, Florournd Re- 
Wc and by their foul ex- 
le'tempt others to the delire 

& of the ſane filthine(, till 

"ny know no tnbre the nam er 
IF het they. have 1c ed 
pores nap Kings and Princes 
«| approve thediſelves 

tay 


to God, are forbidden in /Scti» 
ture to lift up their hearts in 
ride above their brethren. It 
would be horrid wickedneſs then, 
to uſe Tyranny, Inhumaniy, 
- Pride, Ambition, Haughtine 
Arrogance, Inſolency and Cru- 
elty towatds Chriſtian Subjects; 
and ſo to treat them, as if th 


were Heathen Slaves bought with 


their Money, for the ſatisfadtion 
of their Luſts and Pleaſures, their 
Luxury, Vanity and Pride. God 
forbids any Man to aſpire to 
Power and Supremacy, to arro- 
gate it to himſelf or any way to 
invade it ; he will not have any 
Man to- be the Lord and Maſter 


of his.People, except thoſe'who. 


are appointed by his Favour and 
Authority, or are declared to be 


ſich by the juſt Right of Inbe-_ 


ritance. And therefore we dare be 
kb bold 
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of Chriſtian Piety. 22.9 
beld to affirm, that it is not Law- 
ful for any Man that profeſſes 
himſelf to be a Diſciple of Chriſt, 
and fears the Judgment of God, 
| either by Favour, Intereſt or po. 
| pular Faction, or,by Force, Fraud 
or Deceit, by Money, Gifts or 
miſes, 'to invade the Rights 
md Places of others, or to de- 
+ I tain them being unjuſtly invaded. 
It is a barbarous and inhumane 
thing to do fo, altogether repug- 
nant to the Chriſtian Dodrine, 
and only to be pratiſed by Hea- 
| niſh Tyrants, .and perverſe 
Intidels, who are therefore liable 
to. the ſevere and grievous 
puniſhments of a terrible Judge- 
ment. 
+ Now ſeeing it is the command 
Jo. God that the Miniſters and 
' IOfficers of Kings and Princes, 
bould be choſen from among oo 
| c 
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beſt and fitteft of the' People 
who are far' from Covetouſneſt 
ahd' Ambition; It would bes 
bad'/ cuſtoin ' attongſt Chili 
_ afis} to appoitt-tlivfe” for the ad- 
rmitiſttation of Ecclefiaftical' of 
Civil etoploymetits] who- ettdes. 
your to' ſcrew theriſelves' itiggh 
Place' by Bribes or Largeſſes 
Artogance.,or . Oſtenitation', ot 
other ſach' arts and[ 'politiek 
Mlighttsz and” it would' Be wort 
of all, if unworthy and” ubfft 
Perfons, vitious ,- covetous' and 
911 Men, ſhould 7 at- 
vaticed” to Magiſtracy, . either 

theſole favour of Pritices, with- - 
ont” atly© confidetation of” rierit; 
or for a reward of. other. ignoble 
ſervices, or upotr the account 'of 
Money; folicitation' of friends, 
recommendation: of Ladies; 0 
otherworldly by:refpeas: Burif 
af | Princes 


. 


| 
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of Chriſtiun'Piety., © 250 
Prigcesand Magiſtrates being'en- 
dowed: with: the © three aboye 
mentioned: Htads of Chriſtian 
Piety, will carefully and}diligent- 
ly! evabont' the rnjance oF 
hordutierok thew'ſeveralplaves 
_ yments, they will/ombr 
of mae _ 
6d: Ju ec; witli all 
wall give no: 
wn has ve 


[= will\ be,. thav des: 
ſights :and-pleaſures,; haxuey and: 


uncteannefs, pride: and! viotence,- 


Towns, 


Towns; they will not be like un-/ 
to thole Cities, which St. Payl: 
ſaies,were for unrighteouſneſs de. 
livered up to a Reprobate ſenſe; 


or; be. þy God, Judged'i worſe: 


than Sodom and Gomorrah, 'nor 
be liable to that character, which 
the Prophet put upon thoſe who 
negle&ed - Righteouſneſs | and: 
Judgment. -Fer. '9. They be all: 
Adulterous, an Aſſembly of treache-. 
rous Men. And: they: bend their' 
tongues like their bow for Hes: but. 
they are not valiant for the Truth 
upon the Earth ; for - they proceed: 
from evil to evil,' and they know not 
ze, ſaith the Lord. Take ye heed: 
every one of bis neighbour, and truſt 
ye not in any brother, for every 
brother will utterly ſupplant, and: 
every neighbour will. walk \ with 
ſanders. And they will ' deceive 
egery oue his neighbour, and. wilt 

| 0k 
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yt ſpeak, the truth 5 they have 
taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, and 
xeary themſelves to commit iniquity. 
fer. 6. For from the leaſt of them 
wen unto the greateſt of them, eve- 
yone is given to covetouſmeſs 5 and 


from the Prophet, even unto the 


Prieſt, every one dealeth falſly. 
All theſe things happen where the 
kar of the Lord, true Piety and 
ſultice are negleted by Princes 
nd Magiſtrates: ' which is | the 


auſe that Thefts, Robberies,Mur-- 


ders, Adulteries, whoredom, Blaſ. 
anh Perjury , Uſury, Diſo-: 

tence to Parents, Irreverence 
towards Superioursz in a word, 
tbe forgetting and contempt of 
becommandments of God, and 
lother horrid vices and impie- 
lies, are ſo frequent, and that 
telides the eternal deſtruction to 
nluch they burry Men headlong, 


they 


- 
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they-make Chrift,, and the: moſh et 
pure and holy Chriſtian Rei 
not only tobe deſpiſed aid! con 
temned,: but alſb reproached* and 
evil ſpoken of by barbarous-atid- 
unbeheving Nations, tid ' perfic 
dious Jews; when they ſee! and! 
obſerve' Chriſtian Countrys: _ 
Cines full of Murderers, U Yo, 
Deceivers, Cheats , Backbiteis 
Robbers, Thieves,Bawds 1's ſi 
Adalterets, and ' other —_— 
Sifiriers's abounditig 2E 
Envy, Suſpitions, I In; aries 
Offences; veid of Peace, Sin-! fit 
cerity- ahd Honeſty: and* laflly,'] Mi 
praGifing Carnal Lieentis qi 
and all'the'tricks arid'artifives of Wit 
Fraud-and/Cumning: iv e 
vices' and! wickedneſfes are b&P 
mfhed - from thence; where the} 
decency of an honeſt: Chriſtian þ f 
Converſation, atid' the Obedi 
Ence J 


1. VE; Chriſtian Pity. 235 
oft [ett atid love-of Gods Cottimands 
on} ja& efrconraged by Princes and 
If ſtrates, where Injuries, Vil 

| evenge and 'Contentions, | 


ol aokfill'to Perſii and Pains 
5 where Virtue only is ap-" 
bat Cretelty and? Th 


” Fitted 
fa - ah#- = nee are” 
J2 | mced thifed'at: 
npUlliMtc” that -in+ oe 
vt  Raters atd Govern. 
Tea duty; and . 
2 to others, - Murderers; 
Wl: ft - Robbers; Blaſhtiemers 
& ſt luterers perjured | trfons, 
” Withers feats, Co- 
&/ hetvus and! ful penſotrs; 
& | , Wizzards', Sorcerers; 


tie þ imp dutpiſers and tranſgrefſors 
at þ the Eaws of Heaven ſhould© 
di fabour-and/abide, but that al, 
ce 5 Accor- 


according to the direction ofGad,, 


ſhould, . as much as may be, be en>. | 


tirely rooted out, not only leſt 
by their crimes and wickedneſs: 
they may hurt others, . but leſt 
they ſhould by their filthy. Cons: 


verſation corrupting the whale. 


Body of the State, and eſpecial. 
'Iy the tender Youth, allurethem- 


into the like Crimes, and render 


their: Scholars worſe than, the 
Maſters ; :-becauſe, we: are. all apt 
to learn: and imitate wicked and. 
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bad examples; for as the divine. Þp,; 


Oracle ſaith, Gey. . 8. The ,ima-, |; 


gination of Mans heart is evil. from: 
his onef | Jro 
Nor would any reaſon of State, 
allow, if the fear of the Lord, 
Repentance and Brotherly-love, 
dwelt as they ought, in the hearts 
of Princes,that open Malefactors, 


and 


diſturbers of. the publick Peace, | 


1 
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and thoſe that hurt and corrupt 
the Innocent and Simple, . who 
by the Authority of divine Law 
are utterly to: 'be expelled/ and 
aſt out' of Chriſtian Govern- 
ments, ſhould either be ſuffered 


1 live in their own Country, 


or be received, proteCted and de- 
fended by other Princes; or. ſe- 
cured by Paſs-ports and ſafe con- 
ducts; leſt thereby they might 
continued alive to: the ruine 
and deſtryugion,, either of the 


\FPrinces and Magiſtrates: from 


whom they have : fled, or of 
thoſe by whom they are received. 
It this were punGually obſerved,” 
weſbould find greater reverence 
paid to +the Law, lefs' licentiouſ- 
aſs and wanton and raſh FaQi- 
zouſneſs amongſt Chriſtians. | 
For neither is divine Juſtice 
Wivided; nor is any wicked, im- 
£ pure, 
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pure or . incorrigible /perſon, "tho Iwi 
_ ' . tranſported to any place bf the [4 


w; 
Earth, approvedof, or accepteil in 
;of God, nor anght -pood; and [ws 
godly Princes ever to:admit ſheh n 
[/to-any/place in their favour-araf- 
fairs. for it is written: Pf. Ja 
For theu art not a God that hoth yr 
-pleaſure:in wickedneſs, neit ber fodll {his 
evil amel/ with thee. The fookfh his 
'ſball nat fiaud /in thy fight: than Juo 
bateſt all: workers of imquity. Thas 
ſhalt deſtroy them that ſpeakilediing: Vf 
[#he Lord: will abbr the bloody ard Juat 
deceitful. Man: Now that this {ir 
Judgmene and -Counſel-of \God Ihe 
ought to be followed by-thole | 
Princes, whoſtudy and endeavour [#: 
to approve themſelves to ithe 1 
Lord and:Prince of Princes, that Jat: 
holy profeffion of the-Prince-ac-J 
cording to 'Gods own heart,plain- 
ly demonſtrates. Pſal, x01. Tama 
wii * 


- of Chriſtian Piety. 2.39 
will walk, within my houſe with a 
gerfe? heart. Twill ſet nowicked 
thing before mine ezes: 1 hate the 
work. of them that turn aſide, it 
tall not cleave to me. A fromard 

rt ſball depart from. me: I will 
wot. krow 4 wicked perſon, Whoſo 
yi Hy flandereth bis: neighbour, 
him will I cut off : hins that hath a 
1 {hich look, aud a proud: beart, will 
| I ſuffer. Mine ejes ſhall be 
bas Japon the faithful of the Land, that 
Whey 2249. duel] with me: be that 
walketh 132 a perfet way, he ſhell 
rue we. He that worketh deceit, 
has rot dwell within my houſe : he 
telleth hes, ſhall not tarry in 
#1: fight. I will early deſtray all the 
weked of the Land: that I may 
at: off: a, wicked doers from the 
» Jetty of the. Lord. The. authority 
W.divine Juſtice is perpetual and 

{i maltezable; which ought equal- 
_ .. ly 
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2.40 The PraGical Rule Part IT? 
:ly to be regarded . by all Chriſti 
an Princes, nor mult -they think 
'1t isdivided, or to. be executed: 
' by halves, but they-muſt obſerye 
itwholly. and entirely, ſquaring 
it by the, Will and Precept of the 


King of Kings, and Lord of all] 
'theEarth: who when he hadap- | 


pointed Cities of Refuge.or San- 


Guaries amongſt his People, whip | 


ther they who had killed any one. 
without malice or inveterateand” 
confirmed. hatred , might-fly to 
eſcape revenge; concerning «06+: 


\thers who with a deliberate pur-| 
' 'poſe.of mind committed the” fatt, | aw 
he thus Enats. Dewt. 19. Tfany}t 


Man hate his neighbour, and lie in 
wait for him, and riſe up againſs 


him, and ſmite bim mortally that | - 
he dies, and fleeth into one of theſe | 


Cities : then the Elders of his City. 
ſhall ſend and fetch him a” 


”.Y} 
by 
” 


þ 
4 
£2 
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and deliver him into the band of 
Þ ihe evenger of blood, that he may 
Ge: [hive ege ſhall not pity biw, 
| bur thou ſhelt put away the guilt of _ 
innocent blood. from Iſrael, that it 
way go well with thee. The ſame 
| he : commands to be ex+ 
Ecuted Dewt. 17. 19, 22, 
againſt Thieves, RK 
Ot ee” Raviſhers, Adulterers,. 
| and other open Offenders, and 
{publick violators of. Juſtice, 
Truth and Honeſty, all whom 
| he will have taken out- of the 
1 way, .that the-evil may be put - 
| away from Iſrael; and: therefore 
| to the teveral ſentences he adds : 


'n | 4nd ſo ſhalt thou put away the evil 


one Jon. 


"And ſince the Chriſtian Do- 


ty | Grine hath taught the reſt-of the 


! Weers of Kingdom and Corm- 
| ff - mon» 


yers, Advocates, ProGtors, Clerks, 
and other ſabſcrvient Miniſters of 


Magiſtrates and:Courtsof Judies - 


.ture, the fear of the Lord; Rev 
penance, and Brotherly- Javes 


it will-notallow them to-PraQtiſe 
or get Eſtates by Fraud, Deveity | 


Cailling, , Petty-fogging, ms | 


| liciousi 1nterpretation-of the Law, 
protraQing of Suits, ſtarting of 


litigious Proceſſes, ſuperfluous | 


invention of Pleas, or "by falſe 
information againſt the Pi ow. 
or-unjuft defence of the Guilty: 
For 'this Do&rme condemns/all 


Poe, ang of mind, Luxury 
, and: Ambition, and all 


vices that are fed and cheriſhed. 


by riches even innocently got ; 
but. much more feverely con- 


demns Men who-get Eſtares-and- | 


- live ſplendidly of the ſweat and 
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"of Chriftten Piety. 2.43 | 
Re of their Chriſtian Brethren, - 


1 a8d by their Fraud, Craft, cun- 
| fling and'over-reachiing, and fach 
ways asexceed; the perverſenefs 4 


of which God fadly cotnplaining,. 


| tins threatens: by the Propter 
| J7. 5. Among - People are fottnd 


ket Met: they lay wait ar he 


| Bur ſerterh” ſrrarer,. they ſet a tray, 


they catch Mey. 4G age it Yr 
of Birds, ſo are their Houſes full 

of Dere#': therefore they are be- 
come great, and waxen rich, They 
are" waxer fat, they "ſhit -* Jes; 


they over-paſrithe deeds of the wick- 


ed-: they Judge nt rhe Cauſe, the 
Cauſe f the Fatherleſs, yet” they 
Proſper: and TU 4 of the-needy 
ado they ot Shall I not 
viſit for or the hs f ings ? ſaith the 


Lord: Shall not my ſoul. þ aven- 
| ed on ſich a Nation ar this? from 
ach crimes muſt all the Officers 


M 2 of 


of aState flee, who inproſpeRof 
Salvation, endeavour to live 


Godly, Juſtly, and Honeſtly | 
an 


this preſent wicked world; 


they ought to make it their whole 


care and buſineſs, that Equity, 
. Juſtice and Moderation may flou- 
riſh, both in publick and private; 
and that the powerful, rich and 
-<rafty, may not unjuſtly impoſe 


upon the weak, poor and ſimple, - 


ſince that charge 1s ſeriouſly prel- 
ſed upon them by God himſelf, 


' - Tt. Learn jo dowel, ſeek Tudg- 
—_ relieve the oppreſſed, Jute : 


the fatherleſs, plead for the wi- 

dow. g Y 
Now as to the 

fs ry x #2 Rich, and ſuch as 


endeavour to-be ſo; | 
if they \ would remember their | 
promiſe made in holy Baptiſm, 


and confirmed by covenant with 
' _the 
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the Lord, if they refolve to fol- 


low after,” and-praQtiſe holineſs 
according to the rules of Chrt- 


ſtian'Piety, they may eaſily and 


ly learn from the Dodrine 
of our Lord and Maſter, contain- 
ed in the three aforementioned 
Heads, how far otherwiſe they 
ought to behave themſelves,both 
ingetting and ſpendi I in Eſtates, 

moſt part of Rich Men 


: uſually do. "*F or the Unjuſt, Co- 


vetous and Inſatiable Defire of 


Riches, and the vain, ſuperfluous, 
, | ambitious, or ſelfiſh uſe of them, 


are not conſiſtent with the fear 
of the - Lord; the duty of Re- 


_ pentance, and Brotherly-love of 


Chriſtians, which - approve not ' 
thoſe ad —_—_— that wealth a- 

ures and Juxury 
but:rather condemn them. The 


ALE Dodtrine that adviſes 


M3 thoſe 


thoſe who: would be ſaved, nat 
to-truſt! ro: Buickes, commending 
Honeſty, Modeſty, Temperance, 
Innocence, Contmmence, M 

Bounty, Liberality., and; 

other Duties of. Piety and Rt» 
ligion 3 and: on the : ny 
deteſting and - diſlwading. + 
the oppolite: vices, as Pride = 
Haughtineſs, Delights and Pleas 


ſures, | Injuries, Robberies 'and | 


Oppreftion of the Poor , | ;de- 


taining or Cheating the Laboy- 
rers Wages, Ulury, Monopolies, 


enha 
alfe, that is either diſgraces 
kul/to the doer, ' hurtbul to our 


Chriſtian Brethren, or- inconſi» | 
ſtent with the publick good, in | 


the Judgment of God . himlelf: 
For he who: reckons alt Chriſtians 
his :Brethren,, :ahd: Children of 
one Common Father, the: Juſt, 
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Merciful, Lt) 


and _ ge be the childrer 
| of the tregbeſt : for be 35 find #0 the 
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\Mercafol and Bountifal God;.and __ 


fbl -know that they- ſtand in 
aged. af his help, ought to afſliſt 
then partly by giving, and- part- 
lyby lending without any. hope 
of profit, benefitor intereſt 3\and 
thereby magnifieGad theFather, 
who bath: enabled kim to ſkew 
that kindneſs. to his Brethren, 
which. the liberal goadneſs of 


| God bath: promiſed to. necom- 


penſe with a ſure and excellent 
reward. . For fo it is wit. 
ten, Lnke 6: Do. good and 
iend.,  -haping for nothing again: 
and (your. reward be 


| nnthankficl and to the evil. Be ye 


thinefave Mercifnl, as Father 
uho array Tag To rm duty. of 
bencficence enjoyned- by Chriſt 
this Difciphes, we may add that 


ſtri command of God. Dex. 15. 
TF there be among you. « poor Man 
of one of thy brethren, within 

of thy Gates, in thy Land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou 


ſhalt not harden thy heart, nor ſont | 


thine hand from thy poor brother: 
| But thou ſhalt open \thine hand 


wide unto him, ' and ſhalt ſureh 
lend him ſufficient for his need, 
in that which he wanteth. Bewant | 


that there be not a thought in thy 


wicked heart, ſaying, the ſevemh | 
year, the year of releaſe is at wp 
t 


and thine eje be evil againſt; 
poor brother, and thou giveſi him 
nought, and he cry unto the Lord 
againſt thee, and it be ſin unto thee. 
Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, an 
thine heart ſhall not be grieved when 
thou giveſt unto him : becauſe that 


for that thing the Lord thy God © 


ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works,and 
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in all that thou putteſ# thine hand 
_ For the poor ſhall newer ceaſe 
of the Land : therefore I com 
I cher ſaying, Thou ſhalt open 
thn hand wide unto. thy brother, 
poor, aud. to thy needy, oy 
hs aud. 'Thefincere Diſciples 


of Chriſt ought to ſet before their 


eyes, and.. think. on. that. Come 
mand - of - God, that is : backed 


| with ſo many. reaſons,, commend- 


ed by ſo. many promiſes, and arm- 


| ed with- ſo 'many. threatnings a- 


ainſt. the neglecers 'of it, and 
cel beſtow.and lend according 
toth eir abilities 5 avoiding \what 
m then lies,” that ARA, Fo: 
nounced by- the Holy 'Ghoſt, a« 
gainſt the rich Men of this World, 
and\not.in good. works. Jew. 5. 
(Go to now. ye rich Men, weep. and 


| tout for. your miſeries. that ſhall 


Emenpen 108. Taur riches are cor- 


\ Kdw Ms rupted, 


ropted ," and. Jour Garments are 
Moth-raten, your Guld and Silver 
# Cankered ; "ad: the ruſt Þ 


the laft bs blu the hive of 
the Labourers, which have veayetl 
dawn you r Pields, which ts of yau 
f Back by Fraud; eficth: and. 
E: 4 thene which have reaped 
p- rnd Into the eats of the Tor 
| Sabavth.” Te bave lived'in fled 


Je have- nonriftedt your bearti,” # 
wt bes Au #, nag rept GLPY 

Conſonant to 'this ſentence 
is that dreadful — 
of Chriſt : Lake 6. Wo 
#6 you that are rich: for 96 hah 
received your conſolation, Vo wn- * 
zo you #] 4 are fub. for'ye fi 


worm. 


| 


fy ". 
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ſhall be a witneſs ag 
0 foul} eat jour  as# (woe fr: 
* beds Reeder x Fol together for 


ure on the Earth, and been wartony 


burger: wo witto yolu that Tangh | 


"" 
s 
+ 


SIT TEEESSSEGSGTSEESE3 See oc os 


o . 
; ; 
©, 


tne owner ein. i. et. 


” WaTt-0 7 3 0. 


'' of Chrifun Pity, w5T 
mow: for ye ſhall mourn and weep. 
And i9it not a very terrible = 
tence that is pronounced, and 
with an aſfeveration confirmed 
_ me he rich Men? 


wnto Jon, 


a Mo 7 ardly enter 


*#to the Kingdew of Heaven. Anil - 
wean T jay wrto it #f ea 

for 4 Camel #0'go Pom F. the hr ge 
# eta, #hw: a rich Mun to 
water irtto the Kiwedom of God. The 


| reafbh bf this difficulty the Holy 


Ghott afficings tobe, becanſe'the 
tekre oy) fove of riches deceives 
Men, avid turns thein often out - 
road of Equ Try an 
ba 15S he that Jef tes to be 
ich, Hhaſtens to be ſo: but then 


| what reſpe&is there ro the Law? 


| What fear or ſhame in him who. 
ſts his foul upon wealth2nay plen. 


acquired,, 


ty and opulency when once 1t is _ - 


A 252 The Praftical Rule Part It: ( ] 


quired, debauches both Men-and 
Women from an innocent, mo. 


'- Jeſt and honeſt way of living, 


into luxury, vanity and pomp, 
into pride and (trite, and into .o- 
ther violations of the divine com- 
mandments', and © contempt. of 
Chriſtian ſimplicity , ſetting. off 


enormous vices with great. and | 


plauſible names; fo prone 1s the 


ſinful appetite of Man to abuſe | 


even the advantages and bleſſing 
of earthly things; a fault a”. 
ly.to be avoided, . as the Apoſtle 


admomſheth : x Tim. 6. Bt 


they that will be rich, fall into temp 
tation, and a ſnare, and into mr 
ny fooliſh and hurtful Iufts, which 
drown Mev in deſirudion and pers 
dition: for the love of money 7x the 
root of all evil : which while. ſome 


coveted after, they have erred from 


the faith, and pierced themſelves 
through 


DIES SV ST TT Sears nan he <, Tc 


| through with many ſorrows. And 


I A 4 


| our Lord, and, Ma- 74 auy if. 


| obſcure in informing . 7349ne., 


| the fear of the Lord, thejſtudy 


to. get Eſtates. by -Traffick and 


_commoditicg, nor to negleR an 


of Chigſtian Piety. 2543 
therefore, ; that good Men. may - 
be ware -of that deceitfulneſs of 
riches, Pſal. 62. - The holy Ghoſt 
by the mouth of the Propews gives 
this admonition. [friches encreaſe; 
ſet not your heart upon them...  - 
Nor 1s; the holy Doctrine af 


ſter; more remiſs or Awrhaxs qu 


sf " = 


all thoſe who live, and endeavour 


Trades: , For ſuch-are:taughtby 
of Repentance, ; and Brothenly 
Love, to deceive no. Man's, \not 
to: adulterate. or change3 dimi- 
niſh.or increaſe their goods and 


thing that relates, to. th 

the mature of the-gogds require ; 

not_ to change and. raiſe .their 
| prices, 


prices, nor to deal fraudulently 
f weights and meaſtres: for the 
—_ Scriptures afſure us, that 
a c9 


ch frauds and cheats argie 


Chriſtian fimplicity and 
neſs, afid are extfemely 


upright 


Prov.. 1%. A falſe balleyee is + 
bominttion #6 the Lords bit 
Juſt weight is: b5s delight. And 
/ Prov. 20. Divers we 
2nd divers meaſere, bib of thim 
#17 althe db0rmination #0 the Lord. 


und orrcumventing our! 

by falſe prices and oaths, arid a 
abominable to God z as itis writ 
kr yr 9. Hear this, oe 
vhet fwallow np the needy, even t0 
ER poor of the Land to farh; 
ſajing,- when will the new Moon be 
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pt of divine Juſtice, | 


£30 the ſupreme Judge of all Men. | 


Nor'is/that ealtom' of cheating | 
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thut' we m corn © and 

Ne Sabbath tha we zay ſet . forth 

pheat , the E 


phab 

and the Sheked great; and falling 
the balances by deceit ?' T, 
way buy" the pavy fir Silver, and 
the weedy for a pair of Shooes; 
yea und ſe the refuſe of the: wheat 2 
The Lori bath ſworn by the. excel- 
| kevy of Jacob, ſarely [ wilt never 

tummy of #heir works. | Shall 

uot the Land tremble for this, and 
eithy one morrn that elleththere- 
me? whoſoever are the true'dif- 
. | dptesand followers of Chrift-will 
fear and ftand/in awe to offend 
God, atid 40 be liable to ſuch 
th > whatever” art. oF 
"_—— they follow;they't ma- 
nage the fame with all: faithful 
nels atid care; -and behave thein- 
Kves' modeſtly and juſtly in the 


baſineſs®they fee 'abvur, neither 


| 2:2: wrong- 
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wronging their brethrerr im they | 
work, 'norexaQing too muchfop 
their Jabour, nor overvaluing the 
goods they- ſell thetnz but pro- | 
poſing to themſelves charity and 
. the good: of dthers, rather \than 
covetouſneſs-, and -  abominating: 
all-filthy and ſordid gain, -they. 
will-be content with the lawfut 
ettings: of their callings,, and | 
ſhut and deſpiſe the pride- of ; 
as a thing altogether inconfiſteas 
wich the ſimplicity of their vo 
cation. 

But that we may now deſcend oy 
from the publick' ſociety and t: 
duties of Mankind, to the parth }* 
cular relations of private perſons, | 
and enter into the houſes and far 
milies of! Chriſtiansz, we -are-to |© 
take notice, what the mutual du+ |" 
ties of private perſons'in a family 
are; andhow-they are gy pers 

0 


1:of Chriſftien Picty. 257 
arnied by Chriſtians, as inthe 
mceof God; whois a Ju 

and witneſs of all their aQions. 
Chriſtian Women and 
Wives who deſire to or- Ti days 
der their lives according 3, = 
to this ſhort but univer- 

fl rule of Chriſtian Piety, muſt 
ſtadiouſly avoid all Pride, Arro- 
gance, Vain-glorious Boaſting, En- 
Yy, yan. ranges Back-bjting, and 
evil ſpeaki ſhewing nothin 
n their commetiaiin; of Volup- 
tuouſneſs, Wantonneſs, Luſtful- 
neſs, Idleneſs, or Curioſity, and 
giving noexample of Anger, Ha- 


|tred, Diſcord, Grudge nor Ma- 
Tlice: Put on the contrary, they 


mo ew to approvethem- 

odeſt, Peaceable, lovers 
IT Truth, Charity and Simplici- 
Wand Dutiful and Obedient to 


r Husbands and Yokefellows, 
in 
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in all; things: that: are Il A 
hoveſt. For theſe ornaments 
certain proofsiof true virtue, iare- ot 

' _ ÞAalways cbnſpicuous inthofeChri- 11 
Nan Women, who fearithelo, , 
praiſe Repentance, . arid hve ha» ut 
lily 1n Brotherly-love:cand| Chas |{ 
titywithall Men: To whickthey bo 
are: alſa enjoyned: by the: holy [di 
Precepts -of the .{pirit; of, Ga [xc 
wath -afſurarices of _ favour] x | of 
they: perform, a anger 
and'indignation, if they omitaud Jdat 
negle& their duty. Epb. 5. Wie 
Subwit ; your : ſelves unto Jobr oo th 
Hurhewds, ves Tra y 
the Enrhand 5: 1 e htachof et 
even: as Chrift 1s the Sf OY | 
Church: aud he is the Savionr'd | 
the body. Therefore as the Churdd | us” 
+4 je? | 46 Chriſt," fo ei th | 
Wives be to their own Furbumds.it || 
every thing. Waves win 
wh 


eleys of Chrifipan Piety." \ 259 
and | Land heariily fiady Pictyy will 
mind: go . ative, 'rich, 
ae [cofty and gau y apparet, which 
iri- [bydecking and\{erving off the box 
a, ; Eclipfes the beauty, \gravity 
ho» Jand \modefty ob the. mind, - but 
ha» Jach as being prepared by virtue; - 
15 an argument af probity” and | 
defigned to Teenie them 
ceptable to God and beloved 
w7 of eheir own Hasbands. For-that 
«| n e-and dreſs is: moſt commen- 
Lidable and graceful in a Wife, 
Tubich adorns the mind,and makes 
Ther lovely-in-the fight-of God, 
r [od her own Husband; .-and ve- 
le to all others; that being 
i [the ornament which the Holy 
| Gho(t- preferibes and comments, 
f [becoming a pwn Wite: 


ac ad ate 


| ——_ hrenheebe uR, SE 


TE. 
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doruing, let it not be that outward 

adoyning, of oj the hair, and | 
wearing of gold, or 0 

wo dpparel : of ay let it Fl we: 

den Man of the heart, in that which | 

#s not corruptible, even the ries fe 

ment of 4 meek and wie 


which ' in the fight of Go 


i wal 
Price, For after this manner inthe |; 
old time, the holy women. alſo who | 
 Fruſted in God Sed theme _ 

being in ſubjeFion nnto their 
| Hwbands, And tho God would 
not have ſuch to be ignorant or | 
negligent of their own duty; * hb 
he. does not approve that they; 
ſhould be tatlers, or diſputers;F, n 
or that they ſhould arr oa: to | 
themſelves wiſdom and 4. 
ledge, nor would he have: them | '4 
to. be greedy of niany teacher |; 
or defirous, of mech largings. the 
ms 


* 


,Nz& 


but being ſatisfied with the _ | 
_ leap 
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kdge of true Piety, and Chriſtt- 
an Candor and Simplicity, that 
they ſhould buſie, themſclvesin 
the exerciſe and praQtice thereof. 
1 Lach 14. Let your Women keep 
me in the Churches : for it is not 
lermitted to them to ſpeaks but 
Uey are S— to be under 0- 
Wee, as alſo ſaith _ Law. 
td if they wi ym any thing let 
Y: 7 "tpn Husbands at home: - 
4 Yer it is a ſhame for Women to ſpeak, 
is the Church. And again in ano- 

* place. 1 Tim. 2, Let the Wo+ 
* Ine learn in Thi with "all ſub- 
lj Fion. But I ſuffer not a Woman 
wu! (4 ach, nor to = antherity over 
w/| be Man, but to.be in Em For 
WJAdam was firſt formed, then Eve, 
em [nd Adam was not deceived, but 
ie Woman being deceived was in 
gs th tranſgreſſun. Notwithſtand- 
JW. ing fle a” be ſaved in Child- 


bear- 


dge 
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bearing. tf they contirme tin; PY' 
_ rity, and Holineſs ith vw 


11 908K 

; The fame: Loor Ie JeOr 
.. and{Diſoiþline: of -Chri-[of 
- - ſtiamPirey compr Henk ſim 


oo ROI onion! 4 Jy 
Heads, ithe fer of :#he:Lorch is [#! 
 pentance, and. Brotherly-love;"Wi  leer 
be rightly known and praftifel, f 6 
. willalſo:keep: Men! mrheiy dung « 
and'\to the performance of <> + 


chaſt Vows:and Promiferof'k 
riages: for it enjoyhs  Husbangpmr 
to-lovethem Wives, an to\h dr bat 
the-ſatne caxeof themas of rhenpÞe: 
ſelves, buteſpecially, as tivenowwre 
rtant'concern' of Murr 6 [het 
to-conſult *and provide 'for tf: 
eternal falvatiow'of the Wife, notj 
enly.by-frequent and reiterut q1n + 
admamitions, . but alſo by gout 
and wholſom examples, and; "iſ 


y 3 of clots Piery. s 465 
(be ped, by undergoing all 
Isof danger, and raning the 

i of life .and forturie- for” ae- 
ſting that evd. The whole 
W- isby the HolyGhoſt 
m'dup in this Precept. Bph.5. 
vhaxds love your Wines, ever us 

be chrifi | alſo loved the” Chinch, \ anit 
wh jeve- Bi F: it 2 that he "might. 
ol, WanGife and cleanſe it with the waſh- 
ws water, by Rp ore he 
preſent 'it #0 himſelf 4 glort- 

- d w Cc 7 ory 108 Sev ſpot or 
nat Wrrnekle; or "any ſich thing 3 but 
wee let if ronld be boly and without 
eneemiſh. Sv owght Mer to love their 
jobMver, as their own bodies: he 
N t loveth- his Wife, loveth him- 

: For no Mar ever yet ha- 
-notjis bis awn' fleſh , but nonriſheth 
ared | cheriſheth it, even as the Lord 
oor Church : for we are Members of 


J tk "body, of his fleſh,” and f bis 


bones, 


4 
Wi if 
Bb No 
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bones. For this cauſe ſtall « 
leave Father and Mother Teſs 


be joyned unto bis Wife, and 
two ſhall be one fleſh. fs eo OAT 
great myſtery,but 1 ſpeak concerning} br 


Chriſt and the Church... Neverthe-| af 
leſs let one of you in partices | 
- ſo love bis W ife, even as bim- all 
elf, and the Hae foe thet Ee 


th 
VErence her Husban 
Now thoſe houſes [% 


Domeftich, Diſ- and families are moſt | 


__Y acceptable to God, | ” 
which are reared upon the Founs | 
dations of the fear of the Lord, | 
Repentance, and Brotherly.love, K 
where Children and Servants are 
both by inſtitution and) exampleÞ* 
inſtructed in the duties of Virtue] 
and-true Piety, and taught toJf# 
diſcharge . the ſeveral offices ot 
their (tations; to fear arid reve} 


rence their Fathers and May mi 
| q [1 b 


|.of Chriftias Brey.11 dds | 
to ſ{bmit to the Authority of 
ſter ofithe Family, as 

ed and. OI? 
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dren and Servants; "Thar 
d diligently” d 
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«nd thor :mayeſt live long on'the 
earth. And ye . Fathers, ew 
net your | Children to wrath : 
Looney eg 
etonition of> the Lord. Servants | 
| — gs #4 them that are 2or 
ifters according to the: 
fear and trewbling, in fingi 7; 
Joe tag es unto Chtiſh : not 
ous as Me plfrn but pacing 


Servants of: Chriſt. doing 
wil of God. from the heart; with 
good will doing ſervice, as 40 the 
Lord, -and not to Men: t4ynowing 


—_— 


dath, the- ſame fhall ' be recejue 4 
the Lord, whotber hehe boudl ar; 
And ye Maſters, dothe ſame 
RET ot 
that. your er. al{0\ 1s 
Heaven, neither is. i Fre raſper? od 
perſons with him, | 


Nor 


_s a 


that whatſeevtr goed thing arty Man | 


nn mar go Tix QSO 


ne 


S, 


—CS >. 


S . 
de 


2 F , MG ens. 
= i do wk Chr3 . , o£7 4% vy 
*% 4 - of 147 - x de. 2.67 : 
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© Nor is it conſiſtent 'with 'Chti- 
fſtian Dofrine and Truth, that 
Children who ought 'to be edu- 
cated by their Parents iti the fear 
of the' Lord, and in the know- 
dge and praftice'of Piety;ſhould 
be bred up in the Principles 'of 
corrupt and perverſe Do&rine, 
and led in the broad way that 


| tends to deſtru&gion, being from 


their infancy indulged and pam- 
pered in Pomp and Pride 3 coun- 
tenanced in Luxury, Worldly De- 
lights,, and" Luſtful Pleafures 
taught all 'the-lewd Songs, Sports, 
and Exercifes' of the Age; and 
made acquainted with the: faQti- 
ous Principles, Feuds aud: Ani- }. 
moſitiesi of-rheir | Parents,>which 
from. their. /Cradle upward? they 
nag and! '/promote 2 T—_ 
thereby it: hap that the-Chil- 
dren of Chriſtians" who ought £0 
N 2 


be holy 9nd imitable examples'to 
all the; World, of Religion, Hos 
neſty, : Reverence and Piety to 
wards:God, become the ſcanda> 
lous-patgeens of Diſhoneſty, o- 


ety. both againſt God -and their 
4g ns Servants _ nr 
ail encoutaged; by t lick 
and/private examples of wie 
neſs,: both in ſocieties 
families at hamhe,: grow, thro 
the neglect 6 ws "who thox 
puniſh-atd corre them, proper 
inſtruments ' of Unfaithfulneſs; 
Diſobedience, Robberies, Thefts, 
Oppreftions, and the diſgract:of 
Familiesz ſo that all thoſe em- 
ployments almoſt which in theme | 
{clves'are;good'and \lawfil,: rut | 
out of courſe; and' 


* - 


£68 The Praffical Rule, Part I. | 


, Trreverence-and: Impi- | 


Tate | 


EENNEERE T "E="1- a.-4--L34 


mto. cotrupt Nayſances - Now 
| iris viel tat this prverſencl | 
ft V1 an 


£ 3 
we % 


+ -v/ 
KC 
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havin, grup: 20d): 


inveterate habit of famng, whol- 
Jon or migloNit og 


—_ 4. 
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and -deptavation-+. $ manners | 
g when 

_ gy ithe pres 


e are not { 

vere, [Qufcir 
£ the Goſpel:-; ox.akthey 
taught! its, either thr a} 


nw 


their means, and - People love 
$0 baveit ſds and what will Je ds 
in the end thereof Pio! 5 
!2Ndw to conclude, what fon. 
ner forver moved/by- the' feariof 
the Lord, ball ſeriouſly conſider 
upon the wrath and indignation 
of God; that he hath deſerved, 
ant] the ſevere andterrible Judg- 
mentto which he has made-him- 
ſelf liable z and ſhall again medi- 
tate in” his own wil that 
Grace, - Me the: bleſhng 
Kr iran er 
Him{/4f hewill but Tretally and 
heartily endeavour to be:cloath- 
ed with: the: Wedding Garment, 


| | that-is,/ to follow the rule of Pie- 


yabovedeſcribed z unleſs he: be 
ethan impious, and:given 0- 


ver toa reprobate ſenſe; there 
$5no doubt but that he will turn 
" full. purpoſe. of heart and 


_ ſoul, 


1 
\ 


————=.DA4x< af 
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Fi: of Chriſtian Pity. 29% © 
- | ſoul, from Vice to Virtue,-from 
> | corruption to ' integrity, from 
madneſs and : folly, - to a- ſound 
mind, and, in a word: from the 
ſlavery of the Devil, to that mer- 
ciful 'Lord, who is ſo pleaſed 
with the'ſerious aud true Repen- 
tance of: Sinners, that with. an 
Oath he has ſworn be deſires it, 
and has freely promiſed his--blef- 
fings to thoſe who hope im his 
Mercy, and turn to him-with 
their heart. As 1 live; ſaith the 
Lord God, 1 'have .no-phaſure'in 
the death. of the wicked; .but that 
the wicked turn from: his way and 
live. He that hath ears to hear 
kt him hear, and tyrn-to Repen- 
tance, if he defiret6 abtain mer- 
Icy. from;jthe - moſt Highs -who 
healeth the broken in, heart, and 
bindeth- up their . wounds: by 
whoſe grace, alliſtance, good 
\.o wW 
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wilt and pleaſure, we have writ. 
ten this praQical Rule of Chriſty | 
anPiety,for ER of our | 
fellow-Chriſtiaris 5 ho thay 
the'meditatian ard 
fc be uſeful ts them for. bins? 
ing ſalvation, the good: 
xeſsof Go#z 'towhombehonour 
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from their common duty, which 
being faithfully performed, God 
of his goodneſs, will impart to all, 
what is neceſſary to be. known 
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protect and defend his own Har- 
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